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THE 


TRANSLATOR 


READER 


Ince theſe Memoirs were de- 
feen'd, both bythe Writer and 


1 ranſlator of them , for the 


Reader's Inſirution, tis hop'd he 
will do himſelf and us the Fuſfice, 
to make bis Remarks only upon the 
different Charafers. of thoſe Wo- 
men our Knight-Errand has met 
with, and ( warned by bis Suffer- 
mgs ) 


_ To the Reader. 
ings ) fortify bis Heart against 


their Allurements who would ſerve 
him in the ſame kind, without cri- 
ticizing upon the Style or gueſſmg 
at the real Afor, whom the Inge- 
nious Author has diſgnis d both as 
to Time and Place; not ſo much 
for bis own ſake, as to conceal the 
Naines of thoſe Ladies, who little 


merited ſo generous a Cantion. 


Indeed the World is extreamly 
obliged to his good Nature, ſance he 
bad rather expoſe his Diſcretion to 
our Cenſure, than let us want the 
pleaſant Relation of ſo many drvert- 
ins Adventures ; and that Perſon 
mu#t be very nice, who, among 
theſe ſeveral Ameurs, cannot find: 
one that will reliſh bis Palate « Per- 

 baps] 


To the Reader. 

\ haps ſome being ſurprig'd at the 
wvariety of theſe Intriges , may 
think them FiGitions, or at leatt 
ſuſpe& they are not the performances 
of one Gallant ; but we doubt not 
their Wonder will leſſen, when they 
confider his ſanguine Conſtttntion 
and roving T emper, which run him 
into perpetual T emptations. 


I mould not have the charming 
and bei part of Mankind efteem 
. this Narratzve as a Libel upon their 
Fair Sex; for the Virtuous (who © 
are much ſuperior in number _) are © 
| 220 ways concernd in the Reflett1- 
ons made upon the Infamous, for 
whom neither my Author , nor my 


| ſelf, have anover-great reſpeF. 
# 


I never 


Tothe Reader. 
I never troubled the Preſs be. | 


Reception, it may mcourage 4 younp 
Beginner 10 higher Uudertakings. 

I mus} not omit to tell you, That || 
the Book is at preſent imperfet; | 
the Second Part, promis'd by the | 
Author, being not yet come to our | 
Hands : But we choſe not to delay 
the Publication of this, being haſty 
zo ſhew ſome of thoſe Rocks and 

nick-ſands on which our powder d 


Beaux do daily ſuffer Shipwrack. 


ME: 


| MEMOIRS 


OF THE 


wo Compiled by 
Monſieur SAINT E. 


LT oO O0:% --L 


I FI 


Am now entring. into my Sixticth 
Year, more weary of the World, 
for the Croſſes I have met with in 
it; than becauſe of my Age. Let 
me then endeayour to _—_ my elf, 

= during that little Time that 1s yet 
afforded me; by employing my Thoughts 


wholly on that; which may draw them of 
B from 


\ P 


from worldly Concerns. But my Life being, * 
as I may ſay, a Complication of all the Mii- þ 
fortunes which the Converſation of Women | 
expoſes a Man to, I think it will be of no $ 
little Uſe, both to my ſelf and others, if 

I run over all thoſe Adventures of mine | 
which they engaged me in. Whoſo reads | 


theſe Memoirs, will, perhaps, warned by 


my Follies, know how to avoid the like Dil- | 


aſters ; and I by writing them, and expoſing 


the Ridiculous Errors all Admirers of the &. 
fair Sex are guilty of, will be encouraged to | 
perſiſt in the Reſolution T have taken of ex- * 
tinguiſhing that curſed Inclination, that in * 
{pight of my Age and Experience, might yet # 
bear too great a Sway over. my Judgment ; F 
{o little is the Power we have over our ſelves, * 
to follow that Good we approve of, and avoid | 
that evil which we blame. *- al 

Since my Deſign in writing theſe Memoirs | 
1s rather to leave the World an Inſtruction | 
than an Hiſtory, I hope I may be excuſed if | 
I conceal my Name, as well as thoſe of moſt | 


Perſons IT ſhall ſpeak of. My Aim in writ- 
ing,is not the making a Recital of myAdven- 
_ tures, but by that Recital to direct my Rea- 
der how he ſhall avoid thoſe Inconveniencies 
TI have lain under; and it would be unjuſt 
in him, to apply himſelf rather to gueſs at 
the Truth of this Hiſtory, than to make his 


Advantageof what I write. | 
I defire 
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T defire that ſuch as find me out, will at 
leaſt be ſo kind as not to divulge their Con- 


$ j<tures, and I diſcover tothem as a Secret 


21] T can not conceal from them. 


Twas born in May, in the Year 1625. My 
Father, who was deſcended of one of the 
moſt Ancient Houſes in the whole Kingdom, 
and had an Employment in the Army which 
allowed him little Leiſure to look after his 
Fanuly, had left that wholly to my Mother ; 


Z which conſiſted in a GirTand Three Boys, the 
* Girl] being theEldeſt, and I the youngeiTof all 
Z Four. He might be worth aboutFour hundred 
# thouſand Livers, and was the poorer becauſe 
# he had made conſiderable Settlements on my: 
#F Mother, tho' ſhe had brought him but a 
| ſlender Fortune. We fcarce knew any thing, 
y but we were informed how {mall an Eſtate 
{ we mult truſt to. My Mother took Care 
| not to be troubled with us too long, and hav- 


ing beſtowed her Daughter into a Nunnery, 
where ſhe paid but little for her Board, ſhe 
looked for Colleges, where her Sons might be 
educated at as cheap a rate. My elder Brother, 
tho' he was yet but Fifteen, had already en- 
gaged himſelf into the Army ; and my ſecond 
Brother and I were ſent, under the Conduct 
of a Prieſt,to a little Country Town, where- 
N was a College, Where the Prieſt carried us 
B 3 tO 


L 4 ] | 
to follow our Studies. We were not a little j 
looked upon,tho? our Expences were no ways 
extravagant ; but beſides that it was known 
what Family we were of, ſuch Titles were 
beſtowed on us as might occaſion that Di- 
ſtinction. My Brother was called a Count, 
and I a Knight ; for it was not then, as it 15 
now the Faſhion, to entitle Children to the 
Name of Abbot, who have no other Call to 
an Eccleſiaſtical Life than that of being youn-F 
ger Brothers. .— 
The Count, my Brother was no ways in-| 
clined nor fit to ſtudy, and all his Occupationj 
from Morning till Night was to vex the poorſ 
Man, who was entruſted with us. As for 
me, . I was ſomething more tractable, and 
tho' I was no Enemy to Sports, yet I made 
a Shift to pleaſe my Tutor. The Difte 
rence that was obſerv'd in our Characters, 
procured me ſome Praiſe ; which being a 
Mortification to my Brother, occaſion'd 
"that Hatred he has always bore me, an In 
{tance that Parents ought never to ſend Chil 
dren out together, whoſe Inclinations are | 
diftcrent. The Reprimands an elder Brother, : 
who 1s outdone by his Junior, is ſubject to, 
muſt always be paid for, by him who is theſ ! 
innocent Cauſe thereof. My Brother way 
already Fifteen and I Fourteen Years oldf | 


W hen aCompany of Strowlers came into that 
Town. | 
I had 


E 5-3] 


T had as yet felt but looſe and uncertain 
Imprefſions of that Paſſion which inclines 
one Sex to the other. Tt was at the Play that 
it began to unfold it ſelf, and make me feel 
it's Rage: And I ruſt own it, to my Shame, 
or to that of the graver Authors of the Tra- 


| gick Scene, that at the ACting of the Cid 


I began. to love in earneſt. 'The Actreſs, 


| who repreſented Chimeya, charmed me, 
| with her Beauty, and the Tenderneſs 


expreſs'd in her Part. T was mov'd with 


# Compaſſion at her Sufferings; and was me- 
# thought ſomething concern'd that ſhe ſhould 
beſo vertuous as the Author had made her : 


But that Care was preſently over. I ſoon un- 
derſtood how that Woman,who on the Stage 
expreſſed ſuch Vertue, had as little in 
another Place. This it was that put my 
poor Brain quite out of order. What, 
thought I, were it then ſo caſte for me to be 
belov'd by that Chimera who is fo cruel to 
Roderizuo? Thele and {uch like Reflexions 


wholly myo my T houghts, and thus T 


unwittingly {uck*d 1n the Poiſon of Debau- 
Chery... - 

What I experienc'd in that tender Age, 
las {ince hindred my being furpriz'd, when 
I haveſcen Actreſles, tho? never {o infamous, 
be courted with a {tronger Paſſion than ho- 
»o{} and vertuous Women. The Part they 


E'S-] 


act on the Stage ſeeming to give, as it were | 


Reliin to that which they act el{where. 
However, I was not old enough to apply 
my {elf to the Chimera, who had pleaſed 
me fo well, in acting the Cid. Belides, {he 
was always engagd with Sparks, not {o 
young as my ſelf, and whoſe Pockets were 
better furniſhd than mine at that Time; 
and foreſceing that if 1 preſumed to make 
Love to her without preſenting her with 
lomething, E ſhould be received but as a 
Schoo!-boy, I fought for eaſter Amours and 
Miſtreſſes not fo hard to be come at. But to 


whom {nould IT profter my Service? I faw| 


not one Woman who was indifferent to me. 
Every She was my Ch:i#zen, but I, alas! was 


no Body's Roariguo; and the greateſt Com- 


plement I had from thoſe I beſtowed moſt 
upon, was, ThatT wasa pretty Boy. This 
was worle than Ieath to me, who would 
have been looked on as a Man, fince I fo well 
felt my ſelf to be ſuch. 


There wasa N unnery in that ſame Town, 
the Abbeſs whereof was ſomething a kin to 
us: I viſited her pretty often, and by that 
means had got acquainted with moſt of 


the young L :dies {he boarded. There was. 


ONe Among the reft, who was much about 
my 6g and pl eaſed me above them all ; and 


naving all Liberty of leging her, Ithought 


z 


4 


L 7 ] 


! I could not do hetter than to make my Ap. 


plication to her. She was then the Perſon 
pitch'd upon, to whom I ſhould expreſs 
thoſe Deſires that had newly taken Poſſeſſi- 
on of my Heart. I did it in ſome Verſes I 
had remembred out of a Play, which I re- 
peated to her with all the Paſſion and Sottneſs 
imaginable. Miſs was already a far greater 
Scholar in that Science than my ſelf, and I 
was amaz'd to hear her anſwer my Verie in 
very intelligible Proſe. She ridiculed the 
manner wherein I had made my Declaration, 


# and told me, She had learned in her Nunne- 
z ry to ſpeak in another Tone. I found her 


well read in Books of Gallantry, and learned 
enough, not only to'an{wer my Love, but 
alſo to inſtruct and encourage me in it. She 
{wore, however, That ſhe never had felt, 
but on my account, that Paſſion which {he 
diſcover'd, and that ſhe never would feel it 
for any one elſe ; but ſhe told me, "That if I 
really lov'd her, we mult loſe no Time, bur 


| mult {eek out the Means frequently to enjoy 


each other*'sCompany. | 
One may eafily imagine how raviih'd Þ 
was, to find ſocharming a Perſon filled with 
Love for me. I was cafily perſwaded my 
gwn Deſert had occaſioned that Paſſion in her, 
and the Letters ſhe began to fend me dayly, 
confirmed me in this'vain Opinion; for I 
B 4 thought 


Ev 3 


thought it impoſſible to write with more 7 
Wir and Paſſion than ſhe did. = 
Her Love began to be the only Objett of # 
my Thoughts. We wrote to one another ev'ry 
Day,conſtantly,and one of mySchool-tellows, | 
who was Son to a Servant of the Abbeſles, | 
delivered me her Letters, when he came 1n- | 
to School, and took my Anſwers back with | 
him, as hereturned home. 
It was a Month ſince this Intreague had 
begun, when my Brother, who, it ſeems, iþ 
was fond of a Nun of the ſame Abby, and | 
was not over-given to Secrecy, ſhewed me | 
the Letters he Pad received from her. How | 
was TI amaz'd, when I ſaw they were almoſt 
Word for Word, the ſame as thoſe my Boar- 
der ſent me, and that they muſthave all been 
compoled- by the Nun ! Ttook no Noticeof I 
it to my Brother, but having left him I | 
went and packed up all the Letters I had, Þ 
and ſent them back to her whom TI had re- | 
ceived them from, acquainting her by a | 
Note, That I would neither love nor ſee her 
any more, fince ſhe had been” capable of de- 
verving me. ©; -* 2 
- She returned an Anſwer yet more di{ob- 
liging than my Note; and as my Love was 
real and ſincere, IT was concerned to fee hey 
angry. I ſent hera very ſubmiſſive Letrer, | 
begging a thouſand Pardons; but having 
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no Anſwer, I waited on her my ſelf, to ſue 
for a Reprieve: | 

She received me in ſuch a manner that IT 
was perſuaded ſhe never had loved me. She 
made a Sport of the Grief I was in, and ſee- _ 
ing I would have made a formal Complaint 
of her Cruelty, ſhe ſaid, I was a fine Lad 
indeed to pretend to ſuch a Perſon as ſhe 
was. This confounded me quite, for ſhe 
was not much older than my elf, and FT. 
was inraged to be ukd like a Child by a 
Child, not knowning at that Time, That 
Women are {ooner ripe than Men. | 

The 1 Succeſs of this my firſt Attempt 
began to give me an Inſight into the Chara- 
ter of the Female Sex, which would have 
been a Happineſs to me, had T taken Warn- 
ing by it ; but Ithought the Levity of Youth 
was the only Cauſe ſhe had ſerv*d me fo, 
and reſolv'd to apply my ſelf to more folid 
Miſtreſles, | | 


We were often invited to the Deputy 
Governour of the Town we liv'd in.He was 
married to a Woman not unhandſome, and 
who was pretty much talked of. She was 
about Thirty Years old, and T wanted fome- 
thing of Fifteen, yet I never ſaw her but ] 
gav2 her ſome "Tokens of my Paſſion. F 
thought hen theta Man muſt pretend Court- 


thip wo every Woman he converſed with, 


and 


L 19 ] 
and in my Applications I really ſpoke my 
Mind, - for in the general Deſire I had to 
make Love, I found my Heart ready for 
any who would accept it. | 
T had read ſeveral Romances, for it was 


then that they began to be cryed up, and 


did not think it lawful to make Love other- 
wiſe than their Heroes. Ifancied my ſelf 
fometimes Alexazaer ſometimes Oronxdates,and 
I took the Governour's Lady for no leſs a 
Miſtreſs than Cafſanara or Statira. 

EL was not at all ſuſpected by the Husband, 


being almoſt the only one whom he permit- - 


ted her to converſe withal. Beſides our 


frequent being alone at her Houſe, we 


often went abroad, only ſhe and IT, into a 
Garden {he had in one of the Suburbs. . | 

One Day ſhe told me, ſhe would try 
whether I was ſincere in my Addreſſes, and 


x ſhe could truſt me. TIT promiſed her an 


Inviolable Diſcretion ; and then ſhe told me, 
She had ſome Buſineſs with a Relation of 
hers, whom we ſhould find in the Garden, 
but that it muſt be done with all Secrecy, 
becauſe ſhe were undone {ſhould her Hus- 
band come to the Knowledge of it, he 
having expreſly forbid her ever to ſee that 
Man. Sheaflur'd me, It was about Buſineſs 
that ſhe defir'd to diſcourſe with him, and I 
promiſed her, I would be faithful , with- 

| | OUT 
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out enquiring what Reaſon ſhe had to do 
It. | 

We went to the Garden, and were ſcarce 
there, but the Spark, ſhe waited for, got in 
over the Wall; and came towards us. There .. 
he is, ſaid ſhes ſtay here while I ſpeak with 
him in that Summer-Houſe, and match if 
any Body comes: And if there does, you'll 
come and give me Notice. I told her, She 
might rely upon me; and ſhe went 1nto the 
Summer-houſe with that Man, while I lay 
Perdue at the End of the Walk that led to it, 
ſhe having charged me not to ſtir from that 
Place. 

No ſooner was ſhe in, but Tforgot the Pro- 
miſe I had made her not to leave my Poſt, 
and creeping ſoftly to the Door of the Arbor, 
I was unlucky enough to knock at it pretty 
hard, crying out, Madam, Your Huxband is 
coming. Whereupon ſhe came to the Door, 
and without opening of it, deſired me to 
carry her Husband into another Walk, while 
her Friend ſhould make his Eſcape. | 

-T walked afide to give him that Letfure, 
and my Spark returned by theſame way, tho? 
with a little more haſte than he came. She 
came to me, and ſeeing me all alone, asked 
where her Husband was? It was 1n vain for 
me to tell her, he was gone out again ; ſhe 
perceived what I had done was but to _— 


[ 12 ] 
her, and expreſſed ſo much Reſentment as 
to give me ill Language. ; 

I thought, that having Knowledge of her 
Intreague, ſhe would be afraid to diſoblige 
me; but it happened quite otherwiſe ; ſhe 
carried me home-again, without ſaying a 
Word, and having left me, went and 
told her Husband, I wasan impudent young 
Fellow, who had been 1o bold as to make 
Love to her, and that ſhe deſired him that I 
might come no more to her Houle. 

T came there the next Day, and the Huſ- 
band told me, in a deriding manner, that J 
was a lewd Debauchee, and that were it not 
for the Reſpect he had for my Family, he 
would have me whipt. $2: ts 

This Aﬀeront touched meto the Quick, and 
inſtead of anſwering him as I might have 
done, that his Wite made a Fool and a Cuck- 
old of him ; Ionly reflecting on the ſhame- 
ful manner he had rhreatned me in, flew 
in his Face, and had I been {trong enough, 
would have done him more Miſchief. His 
Spouſe ran in, allarnyd at the None, and tak- 
ing her Husband's Part, called me a rhouſand 
Rogues. St, ſaid ſhe, whit Imzpudence ! 
How brisk this little Rogue t5 jor pis Age, and 
if he dares uſe my Hizsband this, what would 
he not ſay of me, if he might be cr-4ited? T 
was taken off of the Husvand, anc was de- 


fred 
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fired to avoid his Houſe ; on which F went 
out, exclaiming againſt both Husband and 
Wife as they deſerv'd. | 

When I was got Home, I refleted with 
| Admiration on the Impudence of that Wo- 
man, who knowing it was in my Power to 
ruin her Reputation, by divulging what I 
knew of her, had yet carryed her ſelf fo 
ſtrangely towards me ; | but I knew not as 
yet all a lewd Woman can do, and what 
happened to me then, was but a Sample of 


what TI have experienced ſince in thoſe of 
that Character. 


This Adventure made no little Noiſe : 
Our Tutor, at whoſe Houſe we boarded, 
wrote to my Mother about it, and prayed 
her to ſend for us back, becauſe we were 
grown too big to be govern'd by him. She 
would have had little Reſpect for his Admo- 
nitions, were ſhe not that Year, which was 
1640. become a Widow, my Father being 
killed in P:zedmoxt, 1n the Battle wherein the 
Count deHarcoart got the better of the Spani- 
ards. She ſent for us to Paris,where we nd 
my eldeſt Brother, who was come there after 
my Father's Death, to beg tor his Place, and 
to endeavour to get Two Commiſſions for 
my Brother, the Count, and my ſelf. 


We 
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We had a Friend whoſe Intereſt was very 
preat; with whom my eldeſt Brother had 
een educated, and who.had alſo been a great 
Acquaintance of ours, in our Childhood. 
It was Monſieur de Cizq Mars, Son to the 
Mareſchal iEffat. He being at that Time 
at the higheſt Period of his Favour, we ea- 
fily obtained what we ſued for. My eldeſt 
Brother was preferred to the Poſt my Father 
had beenin ; my Brother, the Count, was 
placed with the Duke 4+ Breze, to ſerve at 
Sea, and the former, . who had a Kindneſs 
for me, kept me with him, to make my firſt 
_ Campaign in Pzedmort the next Summer, T 
remained with him, at Parzs, for that Win- 
ter, being a ſharer in almoſtall his Pleaſures, 
and it was then I had an Opportunity of en- 
quiring more particularly into the Manners 
of Women of Pleaſure. 

We were almoſt perpetually at Monſieur 
ae Cing Marss; and here I cannot torbear 
mentioning the Amaſement I was 1n, and the 
Reflexions IT uſed to make whenever I ſaw 
him. Never any Man ſeemed to me more 
happy than he did at that 'Iime. He was at 
the Age of 20 Years the King's chief Favo- 
rite, and that in ſuch a degree as never any 
one was before him ; ador'd by all the Cour- 
tiers, and careſſed by all the Ladies he was 
pleaſed to court. Yet I never ſaw him 
contented, and as often as he found him- 
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ſelf alone with my Brother and me,he would 
ſay he was the unhappieſt Man in the World. 
He muſed, ſighed, and would ſpend whole 
Hours in walking aboutthe Room, without 
ſpeaking a Word. My Brother was the on- 
ly Confident of the Cauſes of his AMi&tion, 
and they would often whiſper together. As 
for me, I was not deſirous of meddling with 
their Concerns, -but could not ceaſe admiring 
how much thoſe Men are-impoſed upon, 
who think - that Places of great Truſt- and 
great Honour are an eſſential Part of Hap- 
inels. OFTEN. - I 
; I had no Knowledge of Monſieur de Cizg 
Mars's Secrets as to Matters of State, and I 
know not whether he revealed them to 'my 
Brother, but T was entruſted with moſt of 
thoſe that related to his Gallantry ; for many 
may be met with- who have Command 
enough over themlelves, to conceal what re- 
ſpeQs their Fortune, but few that can for- 
bear bragging of what flatters their Vanity 
in Love Afairs. 
Monſieur de Cizg Mars was extraordinary 
handſom ant very generous. However, - the 
Women he applyed himſelf to, were un- 
faithful to him. Being obliged to attend the 
King almoſt all Day long, he had bur little 
Time left to Converſe with his Miſtreſles, 


and they deceived him with all the Eaſe ima- 


g1nable. 
He 
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— Hekeptone who had beeen very expenſive 
to him: He had. given her a ſumptuous 
Houſe, richly and magnificently furniſhed, 
and ſeldom made her an empty Viſit. He 


often carried me and my Brother thither, 


and ſometimes left us there, being obliged to 
0 to Court, Whether my Brother was en- 
gaged el{where, or that he was unwilling to 
Court his Friend's Miſtreſs, he expreſſed 
little Kindneſs for her; and when Monſieur 
| de Cing Mars was gone out, he commonly 
fell aſleep,and left me free Leave to talk what 
I would to het. IC Son 
| T had not yet loſt the Habit T had got, to 
fancy that a Man muſt not ſee a Woman 
without making Loveto her. 'The Lady was 
Handſom, and, it may becalily imagined, 
that, having Liberty to ſay what I would, 
T told her Iloved her. 
| Being, however, deſirous to do things 
handſomely, I told her, I was ſorry to 4 
Monſieur de Cizq Mars fo fond of her, and 
that ſhe ſhould be under fuch Obligations to 
him, becauſe I would elſe have taken the 
Freedom to make my Addreſles to her. Tox 
think, ſaid ſhe, he has a Kyndneſs for mt, 
and that I am obliged to him ; but you are miſt a- 
ken, he does not love me at all, and gives me 
no Tokens of his Paſſion. How! replied F, 
not without Amaſement, then I ans very it 
inform 
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| informed, for the World talks as tho" he had al- 
ready beſtowed above Fifty thouſand Crowns upon 
” you. Well, anſwered ſhe, and Fifty chouſtnd 
Crowns; there's a mighty Buſineſs for ſuch 4 
Perſon as I am. If I would oblige others as 
far as I have done him, 'I ſhould already have 
| recerved three times as much Mony, and be bet- 
” ter ſettled. 

{ T confeſs this Diſcourſe ſeemed to me to 
| be fo ſingular that T could ſcarce forbear tax- 
} ingher for ſo highan Ingratitude; tor I knew 
# not then that a bought Miſtreſs {till thinks 
ſhe is worth more than is laid out for 
8 her. 
| 1 would not however let her perceive the 
| Surprize T was in. 1t & zrae, continued T, 
that in reſpect to your Deſert Fifty thouſand 
| Crowns are a ſmall Matter. But what maust he 
expect then, who has nothing; and how will 
i 104 accept of the Tender 1 deſign to make you 
y of wy Heart, 1 who cannot give you a Far: 
| thing ? Do you think then, laid ſhe, that 1 
| am Mercenary, and would buy my Lovers? If 
you did love, and that you are in earneſt, I would . 
have more Kynaneſs for you than for Monſiear 
de Cinq Mars, w:th his Fifty thouſand Crowns 
for, continued ſhe, Whores only make,a Trade 
of Love. 
Theſe Words won my very Heart, and 
Iindred the Reflexion I ſhould have, how ri- 


<1culous and extravagant it'was that a Perſon 
C ſhould 
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ſhould be fo covetous as not to be ſatisfied 4 


with Fifty thouſand Crowns, and wp pre- | 


tend to Generofity; but I was charmed 


with it as tho? ſhe had been ſincere in what | 
ſhe ſpoke. I fancy'd my ſelf a Man of great- # 


er Merit than Monſieur de Cizq Mars, and 
carryed my Folly ſo far as to think, that a 


Girl ſo well equipp'd, as ſhe was, might not Þ| 


only love me without any Intereft, but might | 
give me {ome more ſubſtantial Proofs of her 
Aﬀection : For I was then very bare of # 
Mony, and found that IT ſhould love that | 
Woman moſt whom there was molt to be 


oot by. 


I told her, That I was wonderfully taken | 
with her generous Temper, and that ſhe 


ought not to doubt of my Sincerity. The 
Anſwer ſhe made me perſuaded me I was 
beloved by her, and ſhe afſured me, That I 


ſhould be Welcom when ever I ſhould viſit Þ 


her, and that no Body ſhould diſturb us. I 
deſired a Meeting the next Day, at Ten 1n 
the Morning, and ſhe gave her Conſent 
thereto. 

T left her, ſo tranſported with my good 
Fortune, that I could {carce forbear acquaint- 
ing my Brother with it. I could not, as we 
returned home, leave off talking of her to 
him, and that with ſuch an Earneſtnels as 
made him laugh. I thizk, ſaid he, you are 
iz Love with her. I ſhould, an{wered I, br 


rich 
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F rich enough to gratifie her, before I might pre- 
* rend to that. This made my Brother laugh 


extravagantly ; and eſpecially when I told 
him, That none but Monſieur de Cizg Mars 


1 muſt attempt to gain her AﬀeCtion ; and I 
| havethought ſince, thathe muſt have known 
| her for what ſhe was. 


I expected with Impatience that the Clock 


| ſhould ſtrike the appointed Hour, when I 

| received a Note from her, wherein ſhe ac- 

{ quainted me, 'That an unexpected Buſineſs 
Z was fallen out, which obliged her to go forth 
7 early; and that wanting a Watch, all her's 
= being at the Watch-maker's, ſhe deſir'd me 
= toſend her one, ſhe had ſeen in my Hands 
| theDay before. IT had one indeed which was 
| tolerably pretty, which I ſent her, with a 
| moſt paſſionate Letter, begging, She would 


remember her Promiſe againſt that After- 


& noon. TI was eager tobe with her, and found 
{ her undreſt, and ſaw no Sign of her going 


out that Day. She had "Two of her Friends 
with her, who, ſhe told me, had kept her at 
Home till then; adding, She muſt go out 
within a quarter of an Hour, to procure 
Ten Piſtols, having loſt as much at Play. 

I do not ask you for them, ſaid ſhe, ſince 


you have told me, You had no Mony. She ſpoke 
| thoſe laſt Words ſo dry, that I thought ſhe 


meant to upbraid me with it. That ſtruck 
me to the Heart, and I reſolved to get her 
C 2 Ten 


two 1. 


Ten Piſtols, whatever it coſt me. TI left her, 
and went and ſold a {mall Diamond I had, 
and brought her the Mony. She expreſſed 
an exceſſive Joy thereat, and told me, What 
ſhe did was rather to try me than any need 
{he had of them. She promiſed to meet me 
the next Day; but when the Time was 


come, I had a Meſſage, That ſhe was hear- | 
tily vexed ſhe could not ſee me, * Monſieur de |} ' 
C:nq Mars having ſent her Word, he was | 


coming to her. 


I was mad at theſe Difappointments. The | 


next Day was not more favourable to me, 
and ſhe fooled me thus for a Fortnight toge- 
ther, finding ſtill ſome new Excuſe to Aiſta- 
gage her ſelf. "That Time being expired, 
{he ſent me Word, to meet her at a certain 


Church, to which ſhe came, and where I 


wentto ſpeak with her. She expreſſed much 
concern that ſhe could not contrive it fo, that 
T jhould fee her at her Houſe ; but ſaid, My 


frequent Viſits had been taken notice of, and 


that we mult of neceſſity meet at ſome other 
Place. Bur ſhe faid, That was not her great- 
eſt Pain; for what troubled her moſt, was, 
That Monſieur de Cing Mars, having given 


her Fifty Piſtols to buy her a Gown, ſhe 


had no more Wit than to engage her {elf at 
Play ; that ſhe dar'd not tell him ſhe had 
lot them, and muſt make em up ſome way 
or other. Do you think, ſaid the, that if 


we 


ou 
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you pretended you wanted that Mony, and ſhould 
ask Monſieur de Cinq Mars for it, he would 


. deny you? T told her, I dared not propoſe 


any ſuch thing to him, not only becauſe TI 
was averſe to borrowing of any one, but 
alſo that for ſome Reaſons of great concern 


| to me, IT muſt not loſe Monſieur de C9 
| Marss good Opinion. She reply'd angrily, 
| That this was but a Sham, and that ſhe was 
a Fool to think I ever lov'd her. She left 

me after that, and would not hear my Re- 


ly. 

gh had all imaginable Cauſe to think ſhe 
Jilted me. She had my Watch, which ſhe 
haitened not to return : I had given her Ten 
Piſtols, and ſhe again asked me for Fifty 


| more: But yet. I was blind enough not to re- 


flect on her Ber Behaviour. She 1s too rich, 
thought T, to defire more than ſhe has, and 
her Addrefling her elf to me, mult be an 


Eftect of Conhdence ſhe has in me. 


I reſolved then to beg the Fifty Piſtols from 
Monſieur de Cizq Mars. We were at her 
Houſe when I propoſed this to him. I took 


him aſide into another Room, and told him 
maya That I had an urgent occaſion for 


Fifty Piſtols, by reaſon my Friends allowed 
me ſhort. He reply*d, he would give me a 
Hundred, and preſently calling the Lady, 
at whoſe Houſe we were ; What Moray, 1aid 
he, did I leave you, Madam, the lait Time I 
2 Was 
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was here? Was it not Three handred Piſtols? | 
Fetch me a Hundred, pray, which T have a pre- | 
ſent occaſion for. She bluſhed, and not dar- |þ 
ing to return any Anſwer, brought him the | 
Hundred Piſtols; which. he gave me. I Þ 
{crupled taking them, ſaying ; That perhaps | 
ſhe wanted them. No, no, faid he, ſhef 
has enough, and I will have her, when you þ 
want any thing, to ſupply you; and calling Þ 
her, he bad her give me all I ſhould ask herF 
for. IT went away, keeping the Hundred 
Piſtols, 1n the Rebdarion of letting Monſieur 
de Cing Mars know, That I had borrowedÞ 
them only for that Perſon of whom he had| 
them, and left him with her. ; 

I was at a loſs what to make of her, who} 
pretended Want of Fifty Piſtols, whenſ 
Monſieur 4e Cizvq Mars had fo lately given 
her Three hundred : ' Yet T found it pleafantf 
enough, {uppoſing ſhe trick*d me, to ſee herf 
thus puniſhed for her Covetouſnefſs ; and} 
that inftead of asking her for Mony, ſhe 
was now to give me ſome as often as |] 
ſhould require it. 

I could not forbear acquainting my Bro-ſ 
ther therewith, who was angry that I ſhould 
have borrow'd any thing of Monſieur aj 
Cing Mars, and would have the Hundred Pi 
ſtols, to fend them back to him. He told 
me then, That ihe was us'd to play ſuch 


Pranks, and let Monſieur de C:nmq Mars give 
her 
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| her never ſo much Mony, ſhe would be till 


asking ſome of all that pretended to her. 7 


| have attempted, continued he, 70 convince 
| Monſear de Cing Mars of it; but Love blinds 
him; and he has not Leiſure to ſtudy his Mi- 


reſſes Charatters. 


My Brother returned the Hundred Piſtols, 


} which Monſieur 4e Cizq Mars would not ac- 
| cept, but on condition that T would ask her 
| for more, whenever I had need of them. 
My Brother, who had already found how 
EZ blind he was on her account, thought. not 
fitting to let him know, That it was ſhe 
{ who had obliged me to ask him tor that 


Sum : ButasT had refolv'd to get my Watch 
and my Ten Piftols again, I was alto deter- 


| min'd to make ule of the Order Monſieur 


de Cing Mars had given me, and to lack for 
nothing. 

I went then to ſee her, and was not a lit- 
tle aſtoniſhed, when receiving me with a 


{ſmiling Countenance ; Wel, 1aid ſhe, and 
where are the Hundred Piſtols Monſiear de Cinq -- 


Mars has given. you ; are not they for me? 
For you? ſaid I, Why, Faith ] have ſpemt 
them; and, far from that, I mutt beg of 
you , that you would ſupply me with Twenty 
more , on the account of an urgent Neceſſity, 


What then, reply*'d ſhe, you think the Three 


hanared Piſtols Monſieur de Cinq Mars ſpoke 


of, were mine ? Tou are miſtaken, he had given 
C4 me 
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me them to keep yfor him, and he is ſo covetous 
2 ; 
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that he would be as mad as the Devil, if 1 | 
ſhould touch a Farthing of it. Alas, added | 
ſhe, with Tears in her Eyes, I am an unhap- % 
fy Woman : Monſieur de Cinq Mars ſcarce al- | 
lows me what is neceſ, ary, and I never ask him 
for any thing but he upbraiads me with it. 

What my Brother had told me, ſecured 
me againſt this Artifice. I told her, ſhe 
miſrepreſented Monſieur de Cinque Mars, and 
that T would ſpeak to him my ſelf, to know 
the Truth of the Matter : "Then I prayed 
her to return me my Watch, and my Ten 
Piſtols, ſince T had now no more Cauſe to 
doubt bur the Love ſhe Feigned was -a Pre- 
tence ſhe made uſe of to Chouſe me. Here 
ſhe weptafreſh; begging, That for God's 
ſake, T would not tell Monſieur de Cizq Mars 
of it: Which I promiſed T would not. 
But it was in vain for me to inſiſt upon my 
Watch and my Ten Piſtols; ſhe poſitively 
deny'd them, telling me ſhe would keep 
them for my ſake. | 

As Angry asT was, I could not forbear 
laughing at the Complement. The more[l 
laugh'd the more ſhe cry'd ; but I had the 
Courage not to be mov*d with her Tears, 
and to deſpiſe her as much as I had ever lov'd 
her. She was indeed ſuchas my Brother had 
told me; tho Monſieur de Cizq Mars had la- 
viih'd an incredible Sum of Mony on her, oe 
woulc 
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would be asking every Body for more. She 
was worth Four hundred thouſand Livers 
when Monſieur de C:izq Mars died, and we 
ſhall ſee anon what was her Fate. 

I avoided her Houſe, except when I was 
forc'd to accompany my Brother thither , 
where he went often to meet with Monſieur 
de Cing Mars; and looking for another 
Amour, TI pitcht on Houſe, becauſe the 
Ducheſs of—— was our Couſin, and was 
always very obliging to me. She hada very 
pretty Niece, whoſe Education ſhe took 
care of, for ſhe had no Child as yet. She 
was a Maid about Sixteen or ſeventeen ; and 
it will eaſily be judg?d, that a Youth of my 
Complexion did not fee her often without 
telling her ſhe was Handſome. She anſwer- 
ed my Love 1n ſuch a manner as made me 
diſtracted ; ſhe did nothing but laugh at it, 
and I could not gueſs whether ſhe loved me 
or no. One Day, that ſhe was gone out 
with the Ducheſs, T went to ſee her, and 
found no Body there but a young Woman, 
that waited on her, who was about 'Fwent 
and very paſſable: I uſed to be civil to her 
as often as I ſaw her; but finding her alone, - 
was more free of my Complements than uſu- 
ally. She ſpoke to me of her Miſtreſs, who, 
ſhe ſaid, was paſſionately in Love with me, 
but dar'd not tell me ſo her ſelf. She told 
me, That if I really lov'd her, ſhe would 

endeavour 
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endeavour to rid her of thoſe Fears, and to 
contrive how we ſhould converſe privately 
together. IT made her all the Oaths and Pro- 
teſtations ſhe deſired ; and ſhe aſſured me, I 
ſhould ſhortly ſee her Miſtreſs, provided I 
would be diſcreet. Then ſhe gave me that 
Caution, That I ſhould not take any Notice 
of it to the young Lady till ſhe had prepared 
her thereto. 

This Converſation was ſcarce ended, when 


the Ducheſs came back with her Niece. | 


With what an Eye did I look on that charm- 
ing Perſon, having juſt before heard how 
well inclined ſhe ſhould be on my Account ! 
T took that Opportunity of aſſuring her , 
That I lov'd her even to Madneſs; and in- 
deed I never was more paſſionate. I found 
then, that nothing is morecapable of increaſ- 

ing our Paſſion, than the thought of an equal 
Return. 
The Waiting Woman was afraid I ſhould | 
row impatient. 'The very next Morning ſhe | 
ſent me Word, She had ſomething to ſay to | 
me: And I went: to her in a neighbouring | 
Church. She told me, She had diſcourſed | 
with her Miſtreſs, and that if I would come | 
that Night to their Houſe, I might ſee her. | 
You may think, T d:d not put it off, but ſab- | 
mitted my ſelf to her Directions. | 

I waited that Evening on the Ducheſs , 
who kept meto Supper ; And when I thought 
it 
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it was time to withdraw, I took my Leave; 
but inſtead of going out, I went up into a 
Garret, where they laid their Lumber, into 
which the Waiting Woman lock'd me. It 
was extream cold, and I was freezing there 
for the ſpace of 'Two Hours. When that 
Time was expir'd, which was about Mid- 
night, I heard the Door open, and perceived 
it was the Maid; who, taking me by the 
Hand, whiſpered to me, That I ſhould fol 
low her. Idid, and after many Turnings, I 
found my ſelf in a Chamber, wherein was 
a Fire, half out, which gave not Light 
enough in the Room to let me fee where I 
was. She bid me warm my ſelf, and that 
my Miſtreſs was coming. Half a quarter of 
an Hour afterwards, I heard one come in, 
who, without ſaying any thing, came near 
tome. 1 is you? ſaid I, taking her for the 
Ducheſs's Niece. I might repeat the Queſti- 
on often enough , no anſwer was made : 
This made me think that her Modeſty was 
the cauſe of herSilence ; I therefore reſolved to 
ſpend no more Time in talk. In that very 
Moment the Door was oper'd, and IT faw 
the Shape of a Man come int The Perſon, 
who was come near me, puſhed me into the 
Ruel, and went to him who had diſturbed 
us. TI heard that Man ſpeak very familiarly 
to her, and ſhe deſired him very civilly to 
20 Out; Which he refuſed, and —_—_—_ 
y Wit 
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with an Oath, That he would ſee what was 
the Reaſon he might not be admitted. With 
that, in he comes to the Bed-{ide, where TI 
was, and falling on me in a furious manner,, 
was very free of his Blows. I returned the) | 
Complement, endeavouring to get from ary, 
which occaſioned ſome Notte. Immediately \ | 
T heard a great ſtirring in the Room over | 
head, and preſently a Light enters, which 
diſcover'd the Ducheſs her ſelf, followed by 
her Waiting Woman. She was no ſooner 
come into the Room, but I knew him who 
beat me unmercifully to be a Footman that 
belonged to the Houſe. The Waiting Wo- 
man ſjhewed me to the Ducheſs, ſaying, 
with Tears in her Eyes, Tow ſee, Madam, 1 
aid not tell you a Lye, and that the Knight hid 
himſelf in my Chamber with a deſign to raviſh 
me ; I was loath to let you know it, and went amd 
deſired 'Tom to turn him out : But it was impo/- 
(ible for him, ſo that I was forced to call you up. 
'The Ducheſs could not forbear laughing , 
tho? ſhe was very angry, and direQting her 
Words to me, {he told me, Thele were fine 
Doings, and that I was a pretty Fellow. TI 
was ſo aſhamed that I could not ſpeak one 
Word. The Ducheſs ſent ſome of her Peo- 
ple to wait on me to the Door, and I went 

out, gueſſing in part the Butfineſs. 
'The Truth is, "That the Waiting Woman 
had never ſpoke to her Lady in my behalf, 
| | and 
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and that ſhe had only made uſe of her Name 
to have a Meeting with me her ſelf. She 
it was that came into the Room; and did not 
dare to anſwer when I asked, 1s it you? 
Whether the Footman , who came after- 
wards, had ſeen me, or that he had uled to 
come to that young Woman, he was reſolved 
to itay there; and ſhe finding her ſelf in that 
Dilemma, thought the beſt way to. get out 
of it, was totell the Dutcheſs, I was hid in 
the Room. "This had the EffeCt ſhe deſired ; 
ſhe was taken for a chaſt Veſtal, and I for a 
Debauchee. Neither did IT dare to unde- 
ceive the Ducheſs preſently, becauſe it 
would have prejudiced her Niece; fo all the 
Shame of that Adventure fell to my ſhare, 
and no one doubted but I was in Love with 
the Waiting Woman. The Niece taxed me 
with it, and it was in vain for me to protelt L 
was innocent, and to tell her what Hopes the 
Maid had given me. All was to no purpoſe, 
| and ſhe ſtill believed what was mott likely, 
* and took the Truths I told her for ſham 
| Excuſes. 

I was reſolved not to be bubbled, and ſee- 
ing the Niece her ſelf was againſt me, I 
told the Dutcheſs the whole 'I'ruth of the 
Buſineſs. This made her ſuſpect the Wait- 
ing Woman's Honeſty ; {he watched her, 
and foun< jhe had Intrigues not only with 
that Footman but alſo with ſeveral others. 

She 
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She was turned out of Doors, and the Du- 
cheſs and her Niece had no other Complaint 
to make againſt me, but that I ſhould har- 
bour ſuch 11] Thought of that young Lady, 
as to expett what Mrs Abigal had promiſed 
me. . 

When all the Truth was out, I found the 
Ducheſs and her Niece more obliging than 
T had done hitherto, and whether they had 
pitied the ill Succeſs of my Adventure, or 
that Women have a natural Tendency to | 
love thoſe who have the Courage to under- | 
take ſomething for them, I could not doubt | 
but both had a Kindneſs for me. Bur, alas! 
even that ſerved but to give mea farther In- 
fight into Female Inconſtancy. 


The Ducheſs was the firſt who open'd 
her ſelf to me; ſhe told me plainly, That 
having look*'d upon me hitherto but as a 
Child, ſhe had not dar'd to let me know the 

ſecret Inclination ſhe had for me; but that 
after the Courage and Diſcretion I had ex- 
preſſed in the Adventure with the Waitin 
Woman, ſhe ſaw I might be relyed on, _ 
that ſhe would have me love her : Bar, ſaid 
ſhe, we muſt patch up your Reputation, far 
you have the Name of a Lewd young Man, 
and it would be ill looked upon if I ſhould admit 
your frequent Viſits, unleſs you appear quite an-. 


other Man than what there is cauſe to believe you 
are. 


L323 
are. Ton are the youngeit of your Family, and 
if you will be adviſed by me, enter into Orders; I 
will ſee you ſhall not want Preferment. Get in- 
#0 4 Seminary. 

T told her I was ready to obey her; and 
indeed I was at that Time ſo pleaſed with 
the Thoughts of being courted by a Ducheſs, 
that neither the natural Averſion I had for 
that Profeflion, nor the Melancholy Reflexi- 
ons I might make on the Life that 1s led in a 
Seminary, could deter me from it. 

I promiſed her to get ſome body to Ys 
tomy Mother, and that very Day told my 
Brother of it; and1 found my Famuly very 
willing to let me take that Condition upon 
me, which ſeemed to rid them of all Care of 
me, better than any other. 


I pretended then a great unconcernedneſs 
for worldly Afairs,and made all things ready 
to enter the Seminary, and to apply my ſelf 
to Divinity. When this Reſolution of mine 
was given out, the Ducheſs's Niece, to 
whom I had not ſpoke a Word of it, was 
amazed and much concerned. She told me, 
I was mad, and that ſhe ſhould never have 
expected this from me; For, added ſhe, I 
muit confeſs I have lovd you ever . ſince I ſaw 
you. If I did not preſently let you know my 
Mind, it was becauſe I was deſirous to know 
you firſt; however, I look'd upon jou as the 

only 
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only Man IT could fancy, and was in Hopes of ; 


being your Wife one Day or other. 

Ah, Madam! TI replyed, why did you not 
ſpeak ſooner ? For what will People ſay of me, 
to fee me alter my Reſolution after the Prepara- 
tions I have made? However, it ſhall be as 
you pleaſe, and I aſſure you I will let it alone, 
if you will have me. She told me, T muſt by 
no means be a Clergyman, and that if I was 


it would be a {ſenſible Affliction to her; on. 


which T aſſured her, 1 would not : and the 
next Day I told the Ducheſs, IT could not find 
in my Heart to embrace an Eccleſiaſtical 
Life. 

 T fee, ſaid ſhe, you have been with my Niece, 
T know ſhe loves you, and gives way to the idle 
Fancies her Paſſion ſupplies her with, but ſhe is 
very wide of her Mark : She is a Fool T amwea- 
ry of ; and Þle tell you that we intend to marry 
her within theſe Two Days. Thereupon ſhe 
told me, the Duke, her Husband, and ſhe 
had taken ſecret Meaſures to marry her to a 
Man of Fortune, who ſought for ſome Sup- 
port by that Alliance. 

Indeed at this News I found I was really 
in Love. I was poſſeſſed with a deep Sor- 
row, to hear they were going to marry a 
young Lady, I had a Kindneſs tor, and that 
to a Man, who deſerved her no other way 
than by his Eſtate. I told the Ducheſs, I 


was ready to do what {he would, and would 
enter 
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| enter into the Seminary the very next Day, 


but that it was an unconſcionable thing to 
marry her Niece in that manner. Do what I 
deſire you, anſwered ſhe, ad you ſhall have 
20 Reaſon to complain. 

I gave the Niece an account of the Dif- 
| courſe we had had; and told her, That her 
| Aunt was jealous of the Kindneſs I had for 
her, and would marry her 1f I did not put 
on a Gown. How was I amazed, when up- 
on the News that ſhe was to be married, ſhe 
eried out, as tranſported with Joy ; Lord ! 
7s it poſſible ? Yes, ſaid T. But hear to whom; 
tis to. ſuch a one. What to him? ſaid ſhe, in 
2 redoubled extaſie. Oh! I know him, he is 
an extraordinary Rich Man, and TI cannot be 
better matched. Then I am turned off, ſaid 1, 


in a ſerious manner. Tox ; ſaid ſhe, Do Peo- 


ple uſe to marry Clergymen? This was no 
ſooner ſaid, but ſhe ran and called one of 
her Women, and embracing her; 4h! my 
Dear, faid ſhe, do you know I am going to be 
married ? 

I remain'd motionieſs, ſo great was my 
Amazement at ſo unexpected a Change; and 
I had almoſt determined my {elf to become 
not only an Abbot, but even an Hermit, ſee- 
ing Women were guilty of {o much Incon- 
ſtancy. She took little heed of the Pain I 
was 1n, and I went out with a firm Refolu- 
tion,to do what the Ducheſs expected — 
D | re- 
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I remained at Paris while my Brother 
went into Pzedmont, where his Regiment 
{till made a part of the Count of Harconrt”s 
Army, and I put on the narrow Band. What 
I obtained from my Ducheſs was, that in- 
ſtead of ſhutting my ſelf up into a Seminary, 
- T ſhould board my ſelf out ſomewhere near 
the Sorbonne, and ſtudy Divinity there. 

The firſt Day that I dreſt my felf as an 
Abbot, I came to ſee her, andſhe inſtructed 
me how I {hould behave my ſelf in that Ha- 
bit; How IT muſt look demure, and take a 
modeſt Phiz and an honeſt Countenance. In- 
deed it was a great Proof I gave her of my 
AﬀeCttion, for beſides the natural Averſion I 
have already ſaid IT had for that kind of Lite, 
I was an Enemy to all Aﬀectation : But my 
Ambition was fo flatter*d with my being be- 
lov*d by that Woman, that tho? I had not 
then for her all the Kindneſs I have fince 
had, yet I thought I muſt yield a blindtfold 
Obedience to all her Commands. 

She was extreamly taken with me when 
ſhe ſaw me an Abbot, and took all poſlible 
care ro ſpread a Report, That I was grown 
a Saint, and that an extraordinary Devotion 
had induced me to become a Clergyman. 

Indeed, tho it was with great Diſſarisfa- 
_ Ction that T played a Part fo contrary to my 
Inclination, yet I was wonderfully pleaſed 


that a Lady of ſuch Quality, and of an un- 
ſpotted 
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unſpotted Reputation, ſhould have ſo favou- 
rable Thoughts of me as ſhe ſeemed to ex- 
preſs. The Duke, tho? elder than her elf, 
entertained no Suſpicion of her Condug&t, 
and ſhe deſerved that Truſt from him, by 
Two or Three convincing Proofs ſhe had 
given him of her AﬀeCtion, which I ſhall 
Pn, to ſhew what a Woman 1s capa- 
ble of. 


A Perſon of the firſt Quality and extraor- 
dinary well accompliſhed, had courted her, 
with the moſt endearing Tokens of a ſincere 
Love, and that in a more reſpetul and ſub- 
miſſive manner than thoſe of his Rank are 
uſed to do. 'The Lady had at firſt anſwered 
his Paſſion ; but perceiving it gave her Hus- 
band ſome Jealoulie, ſhe told her Lover, That 
ſhe muſt admit no longer of his Addrefles. 
This almoſt diſtracted him, and he fell ſick 
upon it : The only Comfort he had, was, that 
of Writing to her, and I never ſaw any thing 
more ſoft than his Letters : but ſhe ſhewed 
them all to her Husband ; who himſelf com- 
poſed her Anſwers, which, it may be thought, 
were not over obliging, ſince he was the Ay- 
thor of them. I admired how it was poſſi- 
ble ſhe could be {o cruel to him, who was ſo 
obliging to her; and this made me ſecretly 
deſpiſe her. Certainly, faid T, once to her, 
you mult hate that Man unmercitully, to uſe 
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him in this barbarous manner. Hate h74 ? 
reply*d ſhe, 20t at all; ' Þ rather love him, 
434d ſhould I follow my Incliaation I would take 
pity of him: But I love my own Quiet better, 
and 1x the preſent Poſture of my Aﬀairs, T 
muſt not give my Husband the leaft Ground to 
miffrut me. As young as T was, T could in- 
fer from thence, That I muſtexpeCtthe ſame 
Fate, it her Husband came to ſuſpect me. 
However, I kept my Thoughts to my {elt, 
and ſeemed to applaud what my Heart could 
not but diſapprove. o&=* 

This Lover of hers knowing that myV iſits 
were freely admitted of, had found the Means 
to be acquainted with me, that he might 
Have the Pleaſure to diſcourſe of her, and T 
could ſcarce forbear undecerving lim, when 
T faw him perſuaded that his Miſtreſs's Dif- 
dain proceeded from an exceſſive Vertue. At 
laſt T took ſo much Compaſſion on him, and 
that Woman ſeemed to me ſo undeſerving 
his paſſionate Aﬀection, that I reſolved to free 
him from his Error. IT wrote a Letter tohim, 
as unknown, and in a Counterfeited Hand, 
whereby I gave him Notice, That the Du- 
cheſs was not the Woman\ſhe appeared to be, 
and that if he would watchher at ſuch Time 
as a young Abbot uſed to viſit her, he might 
be convinced of her Falſhood. Being my 
ſelf the Abbot, I was indeed very inconſi- 
derate, to make that Diſcovery which __ 
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have proved of a fatal Conſequence to me ; 
bur I was young and conceited, and T found 
a ſecret Pleaſure in ſhewing; him that I was 
more happy than himfelf ; So that, in, Fruth 
my Vanity had more ſhare in that Aion 
than either my Generoſity or the Pity I took 
of him. is _ 
My Letter came fate to his Hands, and 
tho? he gave little Credit to it, yet he refolv'd 
to make ule of the Advice. He took-his Op- 
portunity to get into the Apartment wiere I 


uſed to fee the Ducheſs, and hid himie!! be- 


hind the "Fapiſtry, in a Corner, where he 
had room enough to ſtand unſeen, and 
whence he might caſtty hear all we laid. 
Neither the Ducheſs nor 1 knew any thing of 
his being there, and it was about Three in 
the Afternoon, the Hour we uſually met at : 
Scarce had we been a quarter of an Hour to- 
gether but we heard tome Noile behind the 
Hangings. The Duchetis ran to ſee what it 
was, and found him in a Swound, and al- 
moſt breathleis; fo great had been. is A- 
maſernent at what had paſſed. 

I admired the Reſolution and Preſence of 
Mind ſhe ſhewed on that occaſion, Get you 
gore, ſaid ſhe, and let me alone to manage this 
Buſineſs. 1 did not give. her the Trouble of 
repeating it a ſecond Time, but was very 
glad to get out of a place where I thought 
it not fate for me to remain. 
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T was no ſooner gone but the Ducheſs cal- 


| Ted one of her Women to her, and {hewing 


her the Man behind the Hangings, bid her, 
Turn him out of the Houſe: Adding, He 
was a Madman, and that Love had turned 
his Brain. Her Husband came in that very 
Minute ; and asked, What was the Matter; 
It i, anſwered ſhe, without the leaſt con- 
cern, that fool ——who was come to ſee me, 
and had the good Nature to drop down becauſe 1 
woula not hear his Impertizzence. Come, my 
Dear, it is not jo proper for you to ſtay here, 
let's walk off, and leave to her the Care of [ending 
him how. 

The Duke led of his Spouſe, fondly ca- 
refſing her,and praiſing her unparallelPd Ver- 
tue; while our Lover came to himſelf, and 
went out without ſpeakins a Word. I did 


—_ 


not doubt but he woutd he revenged on the 
Ducheſs and my felt, and repented at Lei- 
{ure for the Pains I had taken co undeceive 
him, but IT ſoon perceived his Reſenrment 
was notat all prejudicial to me. He reiolved 
to deſpiſe her as much as he had ever loved 
her, and in that he ſhewed more Wiſdom 
and Diſcretion than T have ſince done in the 
like occaſion. Being a very generous Perſon, 
he took no notice of this Adventure, and al- 
ways ſpoke well of the Ducheſs. T took 
great Care not to be in his Way, and ſeldom 
{aw him ſince, for he dyed a few Months 

| after, 
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after, of a Wound he received at the Taking 


of the City of Salſes. 


This was not the only Hint I had of the 
Ducheſs's good Nature, ſhe gave her Hus- 
band another Inſtance of it, and that in a 


manner yet more cruel than what we laſt 


mentioned, and which made me begin to 
fear in earneſt. Before ſhe had received my 
Addreſles ſhe had pitch'd upon a Gallant, 
not quite ſo young as I was, who was Son to 
her Nurſe, and had perſuaded the Duke to 
prefer him to be her Page, for in thoſe Days 
they made Pages of riper Years than now. 
That young Man was ſtill in her Family, 
when ſhe took a Fancy to me. He was very 
raſh and addle-headed, which made her Son 
ſee there was not much to be expected from 
him; and 1t was to that Conſideration I ow- 
ed my good Fortune. Shejudging the Com- 
placency ſhe had for me might make him 
jealous, reſolved to pur it out of his Reach 
to hurt her, if he ſhould reſent it. Toeffect 
this, ſhe made him ſuſpicious to her Hus- 
band; telling him, He was {0 audacious as 
tomake a Declaration of Love to her. The 
Duke inmediately took Fire, and without 
any further Examination, called the Page, 
threatning to cut his Throat for his Impu- 
dence, it he did not immediately quit Jus 
Service. 'The Youth, without being fright- 
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ed thereat, anſwered, That if he had made 
Love to his Lady, ſhe made the firſt Advan- 
ces; and, asa Proof of it, produced a Note 
of her's, he had yet in his Poſſeſſion. The 
Husband having ſhewed it to his Lady, ſhe 
told him with the greateſt Confidence, T hat 
it was her Hand, but ſhe knew not how he 
came by it, for it was a Note ſhe had lent to } 
a Lady of her Acquaintance : And indeed 
unfortunately for the Page, the Note was 
wrote in {uch a manner that it was hard to 
dilcover whether it was to a Man or to a 
Woman. The Duke was eaſily perſuaded 
the buſineſs was as his Lady had reprelented 
it, and the poor young Man appeared to be 
guilty of a double Infolence, his Crime teem- 
ing much height'ned by that aggravating 
Circumſtance. This was not all, the Du- 
cheſs had preſented him with ſeveral rich 
Jewels, which {he knew he had kept ; fo ſhe 
accuſed him to her Husband, not only of that 
Arrogancy "but alſo of Thievery , faying, 
She mifſeda thouſand tiungsof Value, which 
ſhe could tax no body elſe with. "The poor 
young Man's Trunk was fearched, and the 
Jewels found in it ; whereupon ihe Duke 
would have proſecuted him, but his Lady, a 
mild, good-natured thing, interceeded with 
her Husband, That he would only ditci:zrge 
him his Service. 'The Page, preſently aicer, 
got a Commiſſion, but was rotary 
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killed in the firſt Engagement he was in. 


It may well be gueſſed I was very uneaſie 
at my being ſo far engaged with a Woman, 
who, Iſaw, was ſo ready to facrifice her 
Lovers to her Husband*s Jealoufie ; but I 


| knew not how to break with her; and be- 
| ſides, my Ambition faſPned me to her, whom 


my Reaſon enclined me to abhor.' In the 
mean while, I applyed my ſelf to my Studies, 
and began to be in ſome Reputation among 
my Fellow-ttudents, tio? T had as yet no Pre- 
ferment in the Church, neither, indeed, did 
T look on the Profeffion I had undertaken as a 
laſtingone, ſince I well foreſaw the Ducheſs's 
Kindneſs: would come toan End in a ſhort 
Dann, and then my Reverence would end 
with it. 


A Woman came to me one Morning, to 
acquaint me, 'T hat there wasa Perſon who 
had a Fat Benefice in his Diſpoſal, that 
would gladly beſtow it upon me, and that 
thro her Means T might, when I would, 
come to' the Speech oft him. T1 preſently 
imagin'd ſhe was uſed to make ſuch Bargains, 
and ſhe frankly owned, that ſhe had put it 
into that Perſon's Head, in Hopes I would 
not forget her Kindneſs. 1 heark*ned to her 
Propoſal, more out of Curioſity than for any 
Fondneſs I had for the Benetice, and ſhe ap- 

pointed 
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pointed me at S. Martir's Gate, the next Day, 
T came thither, and was carried into an ill- 
look'd Houſe, where being chmb'd up to the 
ſecond Story, I found a Girl of about Twen- 
ty, very ugly, but extraordinary well drelſt ; 
who addreſſing her ſelf to me in a familiar 
way, ſaid, Her Mother was coming, who 
would: inform me further of the Benefice T 
had been told of, and that in the mean time 
ſhe was glad to have an occaſion to converſe 
with an old Acquaintance. Never was I more 
puzzled in my Life, for I could not call to 
mind that I ever had ſeen her before, tho? 
{ſhe would have perſwaded me that I knew 
her very well. It came in my Head to tell 
her, Thar T ſuppoſed ſhe deſigned to try me 
by that Civility, and that ſhe knew well- 
enough - that a Churchman ought not to be 
acquainted with Ladies. She appeared to be 
fatished with this Anſwer, ſaying, She was 
very glad to ſee ſhe was not miſtaken in me, 
and that her Mother had indeed looked upon 
me as a Man whoſe extraordinary. Sanctity 
might entitle me to Church - preferments. 
With that ſhe made me a long Sermon, at 
which I was amazed, to hear a Girl talk fo 
well of Piety, who by the beginning of her 
Diſcourſe ſeemed rather to have been inclined 
to ſpeak to another purpoſe. By that time 
the Mother came 1n, who began with em- 
bracing me, and then told me a long _ 
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the burthen of which was, That IT ſhould 
before a Month were over, ſee my ſelf, 
through her means, one of the richeſt Cler- 
gymen 1n Frapce. I thanked her for her good 
Will, and was going to take my Leave, 
when a Lady came in witha Purſe, ſaying, 
She made a Gathering for a Perſon of Qua- 
lity, who was fallen under an extream Ne- 
ceſlity. Ah! my Dear, ſaid the Mother, 
we muSt remember the Poor ; and put Three 
Piſtols into the Purſe: "The Daughter gave 
Two, admonii!:ing me that I ſhould be cha- 
ritable ; and I pulled out a Crown, faying, 
When I ſhould enjoy the Benefice T might 
afford more liberal Alms. I grew Jealous 
at theſe Proceedings, and feared I had Shar- 
pers to deal withal : However, I difſembled 
my Thoughts, and told them, I ſhould be 
very glad to hear from them as ſoon as pofſi- 
ble. TI did not tarry long, for the Mother 
having, in the Diſcourſe we had together, 
told me, That ſhe had another Daughter in 
a Nunnery, I was furpriz'd to ſee her at my 
Lodging the next Day, with that pretended 
Daughter of hers, who might be about Fif- 
teen or Sixteen Years old, and ſeemed very 
Melancholy. The Sight of that pretty 
Maid engaged me to feign an Agreement to 
the Propoſal about the Benefice, that I might 
have a Pretence to ſee her, 1n viſiting the 
Mother ; which I did Two Days after. I 

was 
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was, received by that young Woman, who 
appeared yet more ſad than when ſhe was at 
iny Lodgings ; and Icould not forbear askin 

her the Cauſe of her Grief. Shelooked firſt : 

about her, and ſeeing no perſon near, told | | 

me with Tears in her Eyes, That the Wo- If 

man of the Houſe was no Mother of hers, | 
but had ſtole her from her Friends while ſhe 
was a Child, fſo that ſhe knew not whom to 
call Father. 'Theſe Words were attended 
with a Shower of Tears; which ſo moved 
me with Compaſſion that I promiſed her I 
would take her out of that Houſe. She 
ſeemed revived at this Anſwer, and ſaid, If 
I had that Charity -for her, I ſhould take her 
7 away immediately. 1 am ordered, ſaid ſhe, 
70 entertain you alone, in hopes you may be rude 
to me; 'which if you were, there are Rogues 
ready to hetfor you, :with a Deſign to bubble you 
out of your Mony.  T found then what Dan- 
ger 1 was expaſed to in remaining there, 
and began indeed to fear, left I ſhould not 
f0 out as brisk as I came in: Sol roſe, 1n- 
tending to- be gone, and telling her, She 
ſhould not trouble her ſelf, and that I would 
not{uffer her to.remain long in ſuch a Houte : 
Burfſhe, not content therewith, would needs 
follow me out, . fearing, if I went without 
her, T ſhould forget my Promiſe. Whule I 
was making treſh Proteſtations, That I would 
be true to my Word, in came 'I wo "_ 
with 
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with drawn Swords in their Hands, who 
accofted me ia ver rude manner, cryi n p 
Jo, ſo Mon leur PA be ; what L you love the 


| Ladies, it ſeems. Tanſwered them'as civilly 
| as I could, telling them, more than once, I 
E was their humble Servant. The Mother, 


without more ado, {aid, She muſt ſend' for 
a Commiſſary, and that ſhe would have Sa- 
tisfaftion for the Wrong I would have done 
her Daughter. T proteſted to her, That I 
had no ill Deſign, deſiring her to enquire of 
her Daughter. TheGirlcried and ſpoke not 
a Word : As for me, Twas at a great Loſs 
what todo; however, Treſolved to brazen 
itout, ſaying, I was not unwilling the Com- 
miſſary ſhould be ſent for. In that very 


Minute there was great Knocking at the 


Chamber Door, and the young Woman, 
under Pretence of ſeeing who it was, open'd 
the Door, and ruſhing out, figned to me, 
that I ſhould follow her. The new Viſitors, 
whoſe coming was very ſeaſonable to me, 
were two other Bullies, who drawing upon 
thoſe that had aſlaulted me, cryed out , 
Are you there, you Raſcals, we are glad we 
have met with you. 1 did not ſtay to te how 
thoſe would anſwer the Complement, but 
got away as faſt as I could, leſt my Company 
{hould have been 'Troubleſome to the Gentle- 
men, who, I {aw were upon Bulineſs, and 
got down Stairs ; where I found the Pa 

who 
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who taking me by the Arm, hurried me into 
the Street. So 1 went out with the poor 
Girl, who was all in Tears, while the Mo- 
ther was at her Window, crying out, Help, 
Thieves, Murther, "The Neighbours got to- 
gether, and I wasina moment ſurrounded 
with above One hundred Perſons, who were 
queſtioning me what was the Matter. My 
Companion praid me, for God's fake, to get 
away : I was ſogiddy, and out of Counte- 
nance, that I could not tell what to do; - but, 
ſhe being more reſolute, made Way through 
the Crowd, and along we went, attended 
by a numerous but troubleſome "Train, till 
we got toa Broker's, who harbour'd us and 
ſent away the Mob. T had loſt my Hat and 
my ſhort Cloak and Band were all to pieces, 
and the young Woman was 1n as bad a pickle, 
'The Broker could not tell what ro make of 
* us, nor I what account to give him, {ſo he 
concluded it muſt be ſome Fortune I had 
ſtole, and very civilly ofter'd me his Service, 
which I readily accepted, and we remained 
in that Houſe the reſt of that Day. Sheex- 
preſſed a great Joy, to ſee her {elf out of that 


Woman's Hands, at whoſe Houſe I had 


found her, and calling me her Pelverer, 
earneſtly begged of me that I would not for- 
ſake her. TI {ent the Man of the Houſe to the 
Ducheſs, with a Letter; wherein I gave 


her. Notice of my Adventure, deſiring her | 
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to ſend me a Coach : She came by her ſelf 
at Night, and would take me away with her. 
Then I made her a full Relation of what had 
paſſed, and how I found my ſelf entruſted 
with the young Woman. Her Beauty moy- 
ed the Ducheſs's Compaſſion, and ſhe car- 
ried her home, aſſuring me thar ſhe would 
keep her, till ſhe could find a Nunnery 
wherein to place her. This being done, I 
went to my Lodging, where I was told it 
was noſed about, "That IT was fallen in Love 
with a young Woman, and had run away 
with her. "This Report was fo ſtrong that 
it was impoſſible for me to overcome it, and 
without being guilty of any other Crime, 
than of having ventured intoa ſtrange Houſe, 
and of taking a young Woman from the ill 
People ſhe was with, I went under the 
Scandal of a Rape, . and was looked on as a 
Debauchee; fo little Credit is to be given 
to outward Appearances, for all the Circum- 
ſtances made againſt me, inſomuch that had 


any one undertook to vindicate my Reputa- 
tion, he would have made himſelf ridicul- 
ous. WhatT then experienced, to my coſt, 


has ever {ince prevented my giving too ſpee- 


_ dy a Credit to the Aſperſions caſt on other 


People, and whenever I had heard any one ill 
ſpoken of, I have thought there might be 
as little Ground for it as for thoſe laid upon 


This 
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' This Accident made medetermin to throw - 


off the Narrow Band, foreſceing, that after 
the Noiſe it had made, it would be hard for 
me to thrive in a Condition, wherein a Man 


can never be eaſie whoſe Reputation is once 


tainted. Beſides, my Inclination ſtill turn'd 
the Scale, and tho I was but very young, 
yet I apprehended how Troubleſome that 
State mult needs be, which obliging Men to 
be of a more rigid and auſtere Life, expoſes 
them to be ſcorned and ridiculed for that 
Which is an Accompliſhment in other Peo- 
ple. I was too brisk for an Hypocrite, my 
Converſation was ſprightly, and T had 
a natural Tendency to the fair Sex. This 
often procur'd me ſharp Reprimands from 
my Superiors, and I thought, that to ſet my 
{elf off to the beſt Advantage I muſt quit: a 
Habit which preſcribed me too narrow 
| Bounds. For, indeed, true Merit lies in 
knowing how to place ones ſelf aright, and 
I have ſeen a thouſand Perſons, who by tak- 
ing a Profeſſion upon them, which they were 
not fit for, could never attain to the Eſteem 
which might have been paid them, it they 
had apply'd themſelves to what was moit 
proper for them. | 

I acquainted the Ducheſs with my Reſo- 
lution, who gave her Conſent thereto, the 


more freely, becauſe {he began to grow 
weary 
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weary of me. T took notice of it, but what 
furprized me was, that ſhe ſhould make uſe 
of the Adventure T had had, as a Pretence for 
her Indifterency. No Body knew better than 
ſhe did, that I no ways deſerved the Scandal 
I went under. T had at firſt told her all the 
Truth ; yet through a ſudden Alteration of 
her Mind, ſhe ſaid, that after what had hap- 
pened, it were imprudent in her to ſuffer me 
to vidit her often, ſince ſhe could not perſuade 
the World I was a ſober Man, whullt it was 
fo ſtrongly bent to believe the contrary. This 
made me take Notice of what I have ſince 

had a Thouſand Inſtances of, that their num- 

ber 15 but ſmall who are generous enough to 

juſtifie an abſent Friend. 


I was very eaſfie at the Ducheſs's charge ; 
ut the Maid's Ungratefulneſs, whom I had 
aved from certain Ruin, gave me no {mall 
Trouble. The Duke was at firit Sight ſo ta- 
ken with her, that he grew ſtark mad for 
er, andexpreſſed ſo much Paſſon that the 
Damſel, who was not ſo great a Child as ſhe 
appeared to be, reſolved to make her Advan- 
age of it. She ſeem'd to reſift him, which 
0 increaſed his Paſſion that every Body took 
Notice of it. The Ducheſs was, or pre- 
ended to be jealous thereat; and being defir- 
ous to fend her away as ſpeedily as poſſible, 
mace uſe of me to perſuade her to ſuffer _ 
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ſelf to be carry*d into a Nunnery, unknown 
tothe Duke. T not doubting in the leaſt but Þ 
ſhe had a great ReſpeQ for me, after the im- 
portant Service I had done her, propoſed the 
thing to her, telling her, of how great af 
concern it was to her, to keep in Favour with 
her Lady. She ask*d me why TI troubled my 
ſelf? Which, indeed, put me into a great} 
Paſſion : T could not forbear taxing her with 
Ingratitude ; which ſhe anſwered by affront: 
ing me: And deſired me, Not to concern 
my ſelf with her Buſineſs, denying, with the 
utmoſt Confidence, that I had ever laid any 
Obligation upon her. Good Gods! how 
was I amaz?d at her Impudence ? and how 
often did I cry out, What Creatures Women 
are? Having left her, T went and deſired thei 
Ducheſs to diſpoſe of her as ſhe pleaſed, giv- 
ing her an account of the Diſcourſe we had 
had. The Ducheſs found ſhe had a cunning 
Jilt to deal withal, and reſolv'd to ſend her 
back to the Place whence I had brought her. 
Enquiry was made for the Woman, who 
went for her Mother, but ſhe was not to be. 
found; and we underitood the pretendeti 
Mother, the other Daughter, and the But 
= that had affronted me, were all pack'd 
off. 


The Ducheſs, not knowing what to doÞÞþ,,/ 
with her, and being reſolv*d to get rid of;, 
ſer, did not itick to put her out of Doors " 
| an 
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and one Night that wretched Creature was 
Worced from her Chamber and carry*d into an 
Hoſpital without the Suburbs, to the Dire- 
Ktors of which ſhe was recommended as a 
Fpoor friendleſs Maid, whom they would do 
a Deed of Charity to receive into that 
KHouſe. 

The Duke was in the Country,and T knew 
othing of all this ; but it was not long ere 
"WM underſtood 1t : For the Puke came Home, 
and not finding her there, as|*d what was 
hecome of her? The Ducheſs anſwered, 


he had not heard of her ſince one Morning, 


hat ſhe went out unknown to any Body, 
and that ſhe ſuppoſed he beſt knew where 
e was. The Duke fretted, {wore and 
hreat*ned, and came preſently to me, think- 
"Wong I might inform him; which it were 
range it I ſhould, being ignorant of the 
atter. While T proteſted to him, - That T 
ould give him no account of the Girl, a 
-{crvant came to tell me, That there was a 
own-man that wanted to ſpeak with me. I 
nſwered, I could not leave my Lord Duke, 
nd that T defired him to call another Time. 
"{Wut he was urgent to {peak with me, and, 
ith the Duke's Leave he was call'd in; then 
aking me aſide, Sr, faid he, 2t is anconſci- 
pmable iz you, after you have debauched a poor 
irl, to fend her into an Hoſpital; I mutt tell 
1 Wou we can keep her no longer, and that we deſire 
2 you 
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you to take her away. T pray'd him to explain} 


his meaning, and underſtood he was one of 
the DireQtors of the Hoſpital, and that the 
Slut had informd them, T had ſent her thi. 
ther. 'The Duke took notice that we ſpoke 
with a great deal of Heat, and asked, What 
was the Matter ? whereupon the Prieſt told 
him what we were diſcourſing about. "The 
Duke grew extream angry, and calling mez 
Rogue and a Raſcal, ſaid, He would tak: 
Care of her; and leaving me, took the n 
Clergyman into the Coach with him, order- 

ing him to direct his Coachman to the Ho- 

{pital. Ivow'd to him, T had no Hand inf C 
he Buſineſs, earneſtly begg*d I might golf it 
with him, and offer'd to convince him out tic 
of the Girl's own Mouth, That IT had noffl co 
Share in what paſſed.But the Duke would by or 
no means permit me, and was accompanied he 
by none but the Clergyman, ſwearing he 
would be revenged on me. Away they went, 
and I ran to the Duchels's, to give her an ac: 
count how matters ſtood, at which ſhe ws 
much furpriz'd ; but taking the Hint from 
the Opinion ſhe underſtood her Husband ws 
prepoſle(s'd with, That I had ſent the Gar 
1nto the Hoſpital, ihe ſecretly reſolved nd 
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to undeceive him, but to let the Weight of ma 
the Duke's Anger tall upon me : So all the ill the 
of this ſecond Adventure tell to my Share.Brc 


The Duke took his Miſtreſs home again, _ he 
14S 
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has never ſince had any Kindneſs for me; 
the Ducheſs, on the other Hand, proteſted 
to him, ſhe was ignorant where, the Maid 
was gone, and, to regain his Favour, winkt 


| at the Kindneſs he had for her, which laſted 


three or Four Years; after which he marry'd 


| her to a Captain, who has ſince raiſed her to 


a conſiderable Fortune, inſomuch that ſhe 
was reckon'd one of the richeſt Ladies at 
Court, and was in no {mall Eſteem : It is 
not long ſince ſhe dyed, 


Being fixt in my Deſign, of leaving the 
Clergy, I wrote to my eldeſt Brother about 
it; who very well approv'd of my Refolu- 
tion, and ſent me ſome Mony, that I might 
come to him. He was then in the Roſ/iloz,but 


| order'd me to wait for him at Lyozs, where 


he intended ſuddenly to be; in Hopes of ſee- 
ing Monſieur de Czzq Mars, who had been ſo 
good to him ; and was to be brought there, 


K after his Condemnation, in order, as it was 


reported, to ſuffer a ſhameful Death. 

[ then clap'd on a Sword, and taking my 
Leave of my Brethren, Abbots (ſome of 
whom have ſince attain'd to conſiderable pre- 
ferments in the Church ; which has often 
made me repent that I did not ſtay among 
them) TI arrived at Lyovs, where I met my 
Brother, who had diſguiſed himſelf, that 
he might the eaſier find an Opportunity to 
4 E3 leg 
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ſee his dear Friend, and receive his laſt Or. 
ders. 

T had hitherto met with Inſtances of the 
Female 3ex's Inconſtancy, but I now found 
ſtronger Proofs of the little Truſt that 1s to 
be repoſed on the Friendſhip of the Great, 
and on the Srniles of Fortune, 1n the unhap- 
Py Death of poor ivicatienr ae Cizqg Mars, 
who was brought to Lyozzs the next day after 
my arrival. My Brother and] went, dreſs 
like Serving-men, near to the Town-Hall. 
Gate, that he might ſee us, as he came out of 
his Coach. He took Notice of us, and juds- 
ing from our Habit that we were there 77c0z- 
zito, deſired he might be permitted to ſpeak 
with us, aliedging we had been Servants 0 
His. It was pretty hard for him to obtain 
that Favour, but we acting our parts well 
enough, and neither our Cloaths nor our Be: 
Haviour betraying us, were, a Moment after, 
admitted into his Chamber. We could no 
forbear breaking out into Floods of Tears, as 
we embrac'd him, but he, ſmiling on us 
What, my dear Friends, {aid he, could you 
then think all this were real, and that the Kjut 
would ever ſuffer me to be put to Death? My 
\ Brother, who was better inforn*d than 1 

that his Condition was hopeleſs, redoubled hi 
Grief, ſeeing him ſo confident, and _— 
him witifa more fervent Zeal, expreſſed {0 
deep a Sorrow, that Monſieur de C99 Mars 
= | gs changed 
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changed Colour, and ſtarting back, What 
then, cry'd he, are they in earneff? My Bro- 
ther continued embracing him, and ſhedding 
abundance of "Tears, but had not Power to 
ſpeak a Word ; and Monſieur de Cizq Wars, 
ſeeing he could not get any Anſwer from 
him, turns to me, ſaying, What i the meane 
ing of all this? He had no ſooner ſpoke, but 
I ſaw fo great an Alteration in his Face that 
I thought he would have ſwounded, ag my 
Brother,throwing his Arms about his Friend's 
Neck; Ah! aear Sir, ſaid he, your Misfor- 
tune is but too certain. Here he remained 
ſpeechleſs, and Monſieur de Cizq Mars falling 
on a ſudden from deep Sadneſs into an extra- 
vagant Paſſion: What, faid he, mat Þ be 
trick'd thus ! This was followed by a torrent 
of Oaths and Imprecations, which my Bro- 
ther ſtopp'd, by ſaying, That he thought it 
his Duty, as his real Friend and Servant, to 
adviſe him to forgive his Enemies, and pre- 
pare for Death. 4h! As for Death, reply'd 
Monſieur de Cing Mars, zt is not that troubles 
me, but T never can forgive the Procurers of it : 
And then he told us, How the King had for- 
merly given him frequent Aſſurances, That 
he would dye rather than forſake him. My 
Brother heard them without Interruptions, 
and when he had done,inform'd him, in a few 
Words, How there was ng Favour to be 


expected from his Majeſty. Monſieur 4e 
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Cizqg Mars continued his Diſcourſe, ſome- 
times curſing the Court, ſometimes con- 
tyving his Eſcape, and then defir”d my Bro- 
ther to lend him a Dagger, to ſtab himſelf 
withal ; and having no Anſwer, he fell down 
in his Chair, ſaying, T1 ſee, dear Friend, that 
1 am loſt : What ſhall T do? Then. growing a 
little more ſedate ; Tis trae, ſaid he, T find 
T muſt prepare for a Future State : Well, Iam 
reſobved to do it, and ſince T have been ſo cru-Þ 
elly deceived in this World, IT muſt prevent my 
being join the next. He wept while he ſpoke | 
theſe laſt Words; and my Brother exhorted 
him not to dwell upon the Thoughts of what 
had paſt, but to prepare himſelf for his enſu- 
ing Death. This Converſation laſted about 
Two Hours, and we had the Conſolation to 
behold him very calm, tho? without any Hope 
or Thoughts of a Pardon. He begged we 
would excuſe his Weakneſs and want of Mo- | 
deration, and gave ſome Commiſſions for 
my Brother to execute ; deſiring him not to 
quit Lyoxs till he had ſeen what would be-F 
come of him, We departed, glad to leave 
him in ſo good a Diſpoſition. "There was n0 
poſſibility for us to ſee him any more, tor þ 
his Execution came on preſently atter, at | 
which we were preſent, 'getting as near to 
the Scaffold as we could; where he appeared 
with an undaunted Courage, and was as 
reſolute as when we left him. When ny 
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he mounted the Scaffold, he looked about 
him, with a Deſign (as we thought) to ſpy 
us out; and I know not whether he did or 
no, but he bowed towards us. Indeed, I 
could not bear that doleful Sight, but caſt 
down my Eyes, whichT lifted not up, till T 
had heard the fatal Blow. Then I ſaw his 
Trunk, out of which iſſued a Stream of 
Blood; Upon which my Brother ſaid, Let 
715 be gone, the Buſineſs is over. We, rather 


dead than living, were no ſooner at home 


but we got to Bed, where my Brother re- 
mained a longer Time than I did, being re- 
ally fallen ſick upon it. TI had all the Reaſon 
imaginable to love my dear Brother, who 
had been ſo kind to me, but the Inſtance he 
then gave me of his good Nature, increaſed 
the Aﬀection I bore him. He often told me, 
Monſieur de Cizq Marss Misfortune proceed- 
ed from the Paſſion he had for ſome Women, 
who were the cauſeof his 11] Conduct. This 
and the Experience I had of the Falſhood of 
that Sex, while at Paris, made me firmly re- 
ſolve never to engage my ſelf any more with 
them. But, alas, there is little heed to be 
given to ſuch kind of Reſoutions ; the Love 
of Women is a dangerous Rock, on which, 
tho? warn'd by numberleſs Shipwracks , 
yet the Spring - Tide of our Inclination 
will {till hurry us. But, if I had no reaſon 
to ſpeak well of them in my younger 
LT. | _ 
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Days, it grew ten times worſe when a riper 
Age gave Place to a more refined and con- 
{tant Paſſion. \ 


I folow'd my Brother into Catalonia, where 
my firſt Campaign made me an Eye-w1tneſs 
of the taking of Perpignan, and the Conqueſt 
of all the Rovffillop. TI ſerved then in his Re- 
giment, and in ſome occaſions convinc'd him 
1 was no Coward, for I was more daring than 
uſual in the firſt Engagements ; a Military 
Life began to pleaſe me, and being well read 
in Hiſtory, I tancy'd my ſelf to tread in the 
Steps of Ceſar or Alexander, which animat- 
ed my Soul with an Heroick Courage. 


| A 
About the latter End of O#ober we return- 
ed to Par, after the Battle of Lerida, gain- 
ed by the Mareſchal de /2 Mothe, He pre- 
ſented me to the Cardinal de Richelien, giving 
me all the Praiſe that can well be beſtow*d 
on a young Man. The Cardinal, who knew 
my Brother, and was not ignorant of his In- 
timacy with Monſieur de C:zzq Mars, told me, 
(which I underſtood not in what Senſe to 
take) That I had a very diſcreet Brother, 
and that I ſhould do well to follow his Ex- 
ample. My Brother, who was preſent , 
making no reply, he repeated over-again, 
That I had a very diſcreet Brother ; adding, 
That he knew him to be ſo: And promiſed - 
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all poſſible Favour, provided we would ſtick 
to our Duty. | 

This Viſit being ended, I asked my Bro- 
ther, Why the Cardinal had inſiſted ſo much 
on his Diſcretion ; and he inform'd me, That 
the Cardinal had, two Days before, ſent for 
him, to diſcourſe with him about Monſieur 
ae Cinq Mars : "That he ſeemed to him to be 
very much concerned on his account, and 
had ask'd him ſeveral Queftions, eſpecially 
For what Reaſon Monſieur de Cizq Mars had 
{uchan Averlſion for him. To which, he told 
me, he had an{wered, That he had no know- 
ledge of the Deſigns or ſecret Inclinations of 
Monſieur de Cizq Mars; and the Cardinal 
not having appear*d ſatisfied with this Reply, 
he ſuppos'd what he had ſaid was by way of 
Reflexion. 'This made us think the Cardinal 
would rather be an Enemy than a Friend to 
us : But the Death of that Prelate, which 
happer'd the Fourth Day of December follow- 
ing, ſoon rid us of thoſe Fears. 

I was then Eighteen Years old, we lived - 
with my Mother, who allowed us Meat, 
Drink and Lodging ; but we could not ob- 
lige her to do more for us, by reaſon ſhe had 
made a Shift, what by her Settlement and 
- Other Preteniions, to get from us the little 
Eſtate my Father had lett. My Brother, the 
Count, was alſo with us, and {he had taken 
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home wy Siſter, who was near Thirty, and 


had conſtantly refuſed to remain in the Con- 
vent as a Nun. My Mother had a Deſign 
to marry her to a young Officer, whom {he 
had the entire Management of. It was an 
all Match for her Daughter, but ſhe, who 
| Had no greater Deſire than to get rid of her, 
thought it good enough, provided he would 
but agreeto it. Fearing, however, it might 
found ill that ſhe ſhould conſent to ſo unequal 
a Marriage, ſhe endeavour'd to vindicate her 
ſelf, by bringing things about inſuch a Man- 
ner, as that ſhe might ſeem to have been 
forced to it; and there I had an Inſtance 
how baſely Parents ſeek rather their own Sa- 
tisfaction than their Children's Happineſs, 
may aCt to their Prejudice. The Way ſhe 
made uſe of was, to make People believe he 
had debauch'd her ; and to compaſs her De- 
fign, ſhe left them alone as long as they 
pleaſed. By this means the Officer fell in 
Love with my Siſter, and endeavoured all 
he could to do what my Mother intended ; 
but ſhe reſiſted him, either out of Vertue or 
a want of Kindneſs for him. Her Coynelſs 
added freſh Fuel to the Fire, for he grew 
more Paſſionate, and through my Mother's 
ſecret Aſſiſtance (tho? not appearing in the 
Matter) eaſily got into my Sitter's Chamber, 
while ſhe was aſleep. My Mother having 
quickly Intelligence, made us all be called 
or x as A up 
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up, to ſurprize them together; whereupon 
we went into the Room, when my Mother, 
without admitting any Excuſes, made the 
Officer promiſe, He would marry her the 
next Day : Which was done, tho? my Sifter 
{wore there had nothing paſſed between them 
that might any way prejudice her Honour. 
But ſhe was ford to comply, and fearing, 
left a Mother, who was ſo unworthy as to 
expoſe her thus, ſhould puniſh her worſe 
ſome other way, ſhe conſented to marry a 
Man whom ſhe had never any Reſpect for ; 
but all my Mother got by their Wedding 
was, that ſhe coupled two Perſons together, 
who ſoon became a Charge to her. 


My Brother, tho? he had no Eſtate beſides 
his Commiſſion, had long ſince thought of 
getting hima Wife; he lov'd and was be- 
lov'd by a Perſon of the firit Quality. The 
Match would have been very equal, had her 
Parents given their Conſent; for tho* m 
Brother bore not {ſo high a Title, yet his Fa- 
mily was more Ancient, and his own perſo- 
nal Merit, with the honourable Poſt he had 
in the Army, made him be not a little re- 
ſpected ; but he had not as yet attained*to 
the pitch of Preferment he arrived to after- 
ward, and they judged of him then but by 
the {mallneis of his Eſtate. "That Lady was 
deny'd bim, and he refolving to be marry'd, 
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eſpous'd a rich Partizay's Daughter, who 
brought him near Four hundred thouſand 
Livers. This Marriage was the making of 
him, and he was 1n the Right, to conſider, 
that how great ſoever his Deſert might be, 
he could never put himfelf forward, with- 
out an Eſtate to ſupport it. 

TheLady whom he had courted, was in- 
rag'd at it, tho' he had taken no little Pains 
to make her ſenſible, That it was a Folly in 
him to perſiſt in loving her. She was not ſa- 
tisfied with his Arguments, for ſhe was ob- 
ſtinate and opinionated, and affected to con- 
temn Wealth and Honour as much as my 
Brother ſeem'd to reſpect both. Ina Word, 
ſhe would have made a fine Character in a 
' Novel. | 

| My Brother, who had a great AﬀeCtion 
for me, kept nothing of all this from my 
Knowledge, and T was informed by him 
how he had diſobliged her. My Head being 
full of Romances, I admired his Mitreſs's 
Humor, and blanvd my Brother for having 
marry*'d againſt her Will ; nay, I found my 
ſelf inclin'd to affect ſo Romantick a Perſon, 
and would gladly have been in her Favour : 
But the Count, my Brother, had prevented 
me, having already engaged her. I do not 
know whether ſhe lov*d him, or whether it 
was to ſpite my eldeſt Brother, that ſhe ſeem- 


ed to admit of his Addreſles, but I perceiv'd 
they 
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they were pretty familiar, when I deſign'd 
to make my Applications to her. My Bro- 
ther, being a Brute, whokept no Meaſures 
with any one, TI thought fit to put off my 
Courtſhip to another 'L1ime. All Tdid was 
to tell my eldeſt Brother of it ; who foreſee- 
ing what might follow, and having yet ſome 
ReſpeCt for the Lady, ſeriouſly adviſed my 
Brother to deſift. He preſently acquainted 
his Miſtreſs with it ; who, thinking my eld- 
eſt Brother had done it out of Jealouſfie, 
and reſolving to provoke him as far as ſhe 
could, propos'd his running away with her : 
Which, ſuiting with his Temper, he readily 
embrac'd, for he was vain and raſh enough 
to have attempted the ſtealing of a Prin- 
cels. 

They put all things in readineſs to effect 
their Purpoſe, but a Perſon whom the Lady 
entruſted with it, and who dreaded the 
Event, acquainted her Father with it ; who 
ſent her immediately intoa Nunnery, forbid- 
ing my Brother ever to come near her. The 
Fool ſent him a Challenge, which the other 
ſighting, obtain'd an expreſs Order for his 
Impriſonment, and he remain'd Two Years 
in the Baſti/e, wherein the Lady's Father 
cauſed him to be conhin'd. | 

We were not ſorry for our being rid of 
him, ſeeing he was always full of Incum- 


brances, which occaſioned no {mall Trouble 
£O 
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tous; beſides, I had till a Secret Inclina- 

tion for the Young Lady, and all ſhe had 

done on that Score did but inhance my De- 

ſires. T was heartily vexed that ſhe ſhould not 

have pitch'd upon me ſooner than on that 

giddy Cockſcomb. My Vanity was offended 
at it,and I wiſhed for an Opportunity of gain- 
ing her heart ; ſo unaccountableare the means 
wherby the ſeveral Paſſions creep into our 
Breaſt; for, to ſpeak the Truth, the Mo- 
tiveof my Love ſhould rather have been a 
Reaſon for my Contempt. My Thoughts 
ran wholly upon thar beautiful Perfon, and I 
Tong'*d to ſee her intheConvent where ſhe was 
For which end, I repreſented to my Brother, 
That what ſhe had done, being but through 
a fit of Anger, he ought not to deſert her ; 
this I did fo effetually, that he reſolved to 
make her a Viſit, and carry'd me with him. 
He would not appear in it at firſt, but ſent 
me to her in a Footmar's Diſguiſe, as tho? T 
had come from her Father. Sne came to me; 
and having known me, expreſled no little 
Joy ; and I forgetting that my Errand was 
but to give her Notice of my Brother's com- 
ing, I mention'd not a Word of him, but 
ſpoke only of my ſelf. IT uphraided her with 
her Intriegue with my Brother, the 
Count, asan Injuſtice {he had done me, who 
was her moſt paſſionate Adorer. "This De- 
claration was anſwered in a very obliging 
manner, 
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manner, for ſhe defir'd me to write to her 

daily, and ſee her often, and afſured me ſhe 

would be wholly at my Devotion. Our 
Converſation laſted ſo long, that my Brother 

growing impatient, came in to ſee what ſtaid 

me there all that while, and deſired me to 

withdraw. T was not over-well ſatisfied at 

it, but fearing to difoblige him, TI went our, 

and ſtood clote to the Door, li{Pning to their. 
Diſcourſe. _ 

I heard, that after the ſhedding of ſeveral 
Tears, ſhe ſaid, She was unhappy in having - 
{ettled her Love on that Brother of the three 
who had the leaſt Aﬀection tor her, and 
thereupon ſhe gave him an account of all I 
had ſaid to her. TI could ſcarce forbear inter- 
rupting her 1n her 'Treachery ; however, I 
did nor, but heard my Brother admoniſh her 
not to hearken: to young Men, who only 
{ought her Ruine, but by a ſober and modeit 
behaviour to regain her Father's Good Will, 
and then to think of a Husband that might 
deſerve her; as for him, he would remain her 
fure and conſtant Friend. She an{wer'd 
theſe wholeſome Admonitions by a freſh 
. Shower of Tears and new Reproaches., 
iwearing his Inconſtancy ſhould not be un- 
puni{l”d, but that her ſelf would reveage it 
| by his Blood. My Brother having endea- 
{ vour'd, invain, to app-aſe her, lzit her, and 

We came back. He told me, by the way, 
F | Thar 
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That he was happy not to have marry'd her, 
and that ſhe was of a dangerous violent 
Temper, and one who would not ſtickat any 
thing to compaſs her Ends; an Inſtance of 
which was, 'That ſhe had pretended to him 
that T had courted her. I cry*d out, Oh, Zhe 
Jilt ! Thad not Power tofſay any more, but 
the Tears came in my Eyes. My Brother 
= a laughing, and by the Exhortations he 

ade me, To be very wary in my Addrefles, 
and take Care what Women I had to deal 
withal, made me ſuſpect he did beheve her. 
I was vexed to the Heart, at what had hap- 
pen'd, and charn'd at the fame Time with 
my Brother's Goodneſs and Moderation, 
who did not expreſs any Diſlatisfaction with 
me, but only adviſed me, for my own fake, 
not to concern my ſelf with her. I follow'd 
his Counſel, tho? ſomething unwillingly , 
and, TI think, T ſhould have went on my own 
way, had not two things happend ; one, 
that ſhe marry*d a Perſon of Quality in the 
Country, and theother, that my Brother be- 
ing order'd away to the Army, I was oblig'd 
to accompany hum thither. 


We went into Champaigne, which was 
that Year become the Seat of the War, and 
my Brother's Regiment, with ſome other 
Troops of Reſerves, were order'd to ſtay 
-under the Walls of Charleville, My Brother, 
who 
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who had been made a Brigadier General, 
follow'd the Duke d Angain, leaving me to 
look after his Regiment, during the Battle 
at Rocroy. T was not a little-xroubled that L 
could not be there, and tho? I had that Year 
obtain'd a Company in my Brother's Regi- 
ment, and that all the Officers paid me -a 

reat Reſpect, yet L ſhould have been incon- 
Llable, had I not met with a handſom Maid, 
who employ'd my "Thoughts another way. 
She was Daughter toa Citizen of that Town; 
but beſides her Beauty, her Carriage raiſed 
her above her Birth, and- both tozether 


kindled a Paſſion in me, which ſhe anſwer'd 


with an equal Flame : She was going to mar- 


ry a young Man of that Town, when TI firſt 
grew acquainted with her, but her Averſion 
toa Citizen's Lite was ſo great that ſhe own- 
ed, She had rather be my Miſtreſs all her 
Life, than to be marry'd to that Man. For, 
faid ſhe, I cannot pretend that you ſhould mar- 
ry me; 1 weigh too well the Difference between your 
Quality and mine, and (hould never require it 
of you : But I will truſt to your Honour, and 
leave my ſelf to your Diſpoſal, too happy in en- 
jojing your Love and Converſation. 

Indeed I was ſo tranſported to hear her 


- talk thus, that I thought I had never lov'd 


till then; fo great was the Difference be- 
tween what I telt for her, and what I had 
felt for others. I anſwerd, Her Heart was 

F 2 all 
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all T could covet ; and that if T might con- 


tribute to her Bliſs, T would marry her that 


very moment. - 'No, xo, faid ſhe, do 70t 
think of that, only contrive to place me where 
we may freely give and recetve T okens of each 
other's Love. We agreed, that after the 
Campaign was over, I ſhould ſend for her 
to Paris, and that ſhe would; the whilſt, 
make her Friends believe ſhe had a mind to 
enter into a Religious Houſe. She was 


come with a ſtrong Defire of enjoying her, 
reſolv*d to'marry ; and having made a, Con- 
tract and got a Prieſt and fome Witneſſes, 
we went into the Country, where we madea 
Wedding;to which the moſt eſſential Forma- 
lities were wanting,and which ſeem'd as good 
as.any to us Two, who underſtood not what 
was requiſite for 1t's Validity. No Body 
knew of it but ſuch Perſons as muſt needs be 
entruſted with it, and, about a Fortnight 


wholly guided by me; but I, at ORR: bor 


atter, finding a Neceflity for me to be gone, 


{ſhe went intoa Nunnery, declaring to- her 
Friends, T hat ſhe had renounc'd all Thoughts 


of a Husband, and had made a Vow to lead 


a Holy Life. "They, who had already begun 
to be jealous at my frequent Viſits, were glad 
to {ee her {o well diſpos'd, and readily con- 
ſented to what ſhe had a mind to impoſe on 
their Belief ; and ſhe, the better to cover her 
Detign, took a Nun's Habit. I alſo gave 

OVer 
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over viſiting her, as ſoon as ſhe had taken 
it, but I was preſent at that Ceremony , 
wherein T juſt got a Minute to bid her adiey; 
for towards the latter end of Jzly our Regi- 
ment was order'd for the Siege 'of Thionu:/le. 
Her Noviciat being to laſt a Year, I proraiſed 
her, That before that Time were exnir'd I 
would take her from that Nunnery, and car- 
ry her to Pars. Shetold me, She thought 
her ſelf with Child, and begged I would not 
let her ſtay too long there. I {wore with all 
poſſible Sincerity, That I would beas good 
as my Word, ſo ſoon as the Forces ſhould be 
in their Winter-Quarters, and left her, be- 
ing poſſeſſed with all the Love and Grief my 
Heart was capable of, We had taken our 
Meaſures for Writing to each other, but our 
Letters were intercepted, and ſhe did not 
hear from me all the while the Campaign 
laſted. There was no poſſibility of my leav= 
ing the Army to fetch her out of that Con- 
vent, or of being inform'd of the Cauſe of 
her Silence ; for after the taking of Thion- 
ville, we were {ent into Germany, tO rein- 
force the Mareſchal de Gaebrant's Army. 1 


| Never could obtain Leave to be abſent, but 


remain'd moſt part of the Winter there ; 


all T could do was to order ſome Soldiers, 
that went for France, to call at Charleville, 


but I never heard from them ſince. About 


the latter end of March I came to Parts, and 
F 3 _the 
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the very next Day rid Poſt for Charleville, for 
I was almoſt diſtracted through the Impaty- 
ence and Anguiſh I had, not to have heard, 
for Ten Months together, from a Perſon, 
whom I was ſo tender of, and for whom my 
Flame was increaſed by my Uneaſinels at the 
Tgnorance I remain'd in of her Cond+- 
t10n. 

Being arrived at Charleville about Three 
in the Afternoon, I ſaw a Multitude of Peo- 
ple got together ; and having ask'd what was 
the matter, I was informed that they were 
going to hang a young Woman, who had 
murther'd her unlawful Iſſue. I preſently 
{aw the Priſoner coming along, attended by 
a Confeſſor and a Hangman ; but, good 
Gods! How great was my Amazement , 
when fixing my Eyeson that unfortunate Per- 
ſon, IT found her to be the fame I had fo 
creat a Delire to ſee! There was ſuch an 
Alteration in her Face, that none but a Lov- 
er could have known her; and as often as I 
think on the ſad Eſtate ſhe was in, I cannot 
forbear weeping at the melancholy Refle- 
Ction. | - 

I ador'd her, with the utmoſt Paſſion, 
my Eſteem for her was not inferior to my 
Love, and I never had known any thing of. 
her but what deſerv'd my Admiration ; then 


let it be judged how theſe Impreflions could. 


aftect my Soul at ſuch a Sight: I was ready 
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to drop down with Grief and aſtoniſhment ; 
but having ſome Preſence of Mind, I made 
way through the Crowd, crying out, as loud 
as I could, Grace, Grace. "The People hear- 
ing that, thought I really brought a Re- 
prieve, and began to flock about me. Ifaw 
the Signs of a general Joy appear in every 
Countenance, and was thereby encouraged 
tocry out louder yer, thar every one ſhould 
aſſiſt me in ſaving her. With this, part of 
them began to pull down the Gallows, while 
the boldeſt followed me, and having routed 
the Officers of Juſtice, ſhe was left to our 
Management. They took her, and gave 
her into my Arms, as Ifate on Horſeback ; 
and I, embracing her, ſpurr'd on, and got 
without the Walls. "The Catch-Poles made 
a ſhew of following me, - but my kind Con- 
federates ſhut the City-Gates upon me, and I 
found my ſelf in one of the Suburbs, where 
i met with no Oppoſition ; far from that, 
a Man, who let Horſes out to hire, ſeeing 
mine could ſcarce gallop, gave me a freſh 
one; on which I mounted, without aban- 
doning my Prey. And more than all this, 


| Four Horfemen, well equipp'd, came, of 


their own good Will, to offer me their Ser- 
vice; fo eafily is the People mov'd to fave 
irom Puniſhment, ſuch as are convicted of 


{| . certain Crimes, occaſion'd by Deſpair. I 


got out then, with my Four Companions, 
| F 4 = 


and having -gallop'd for about a League, 
went into a Wood to take a little Breath, 
and endeavouring tofet my Miſtreſs up ; be- 
hind me, being not able to hold her in my 
Arms any longer: She was in a Swound, 
and had to little Breath, that having laid her 
down, I thought {he had been really dead. 
One of the Men that were with me, who 
was ſtronger and leſs tired than my elf, told 
me, It was not faie ſtaying where we were, 
and that he would- undertake to carry her 
thus till Night. We got up on Horſeback, 


and at Two the next Morning arrived at a 


Town T welve League diſtant- from Charle- 
ville; ſo great was the Speed we had made, 


There we reſted Two Hours, and the firſt 


thing we did was to put the poor Gentlewo- 
man into a very hot Bed, where {he begay 
to give ſome Signs of Life. TI was near her 
all che while, and the Joy I conceived at her 
Deliverance was not” great enough ro ſtifle 
the Vexation T was in, at the Thoughts of 
what ſhe had endured, and of her preſent 
Condition. At length ſhe open'd her Eyes, 
and having fixed them on me, withour ex- 
preſſing any Knowledge of me, I graſpd 
her very tenderly, and with Tears in my 
Eyes; Ah! faidT, do you not then know me? 
She chang'd Colour, and railing her ſelf up, 
ask?d me, in a Fright, What, Sir, are you 
dead? I] anſwered, No. I was living ; and, 
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at length, by often telling her who T was, 
ſhe came to her ſelf again, and T had the 
Comfort of ſeeing her Fit had left no dan- 
gerous SYMPptoms. 

Who can expreſs the Extaſie T was in, 
when I ſaw her alive again ;' and the Joy, the 
Tenderneſs and Love I was poſſeſſed with, - 
when her Eyes diſcover*d, that ſhe was as 
ſenſible to the Pleaſure of ſeeing me; as T to 
that, of once more poſſeſſing her! Thoſe 
 (ifany) arehappy Moments. Weembrac'd 
each other, without uttering one Word, for 
our Tears and Sighs would have ſtopt our 
Speech, had the Tranſport we were in per- 
mitted us to talk. But our Joys were di- 
{turb'd by the neceſſity of purſuing our Jour- 
ney ; and, by gyor Fortune, we found there 
a kind of Horle-Litter, wherein we placed 
her; and thus we came to Reims by break 
of Day, We hid our ſelves in a private 
Houſe, where my obliging Company re- 
mair'd with me all Day, and then taking 
their Leavethey promiſed me they would not 
betray us, but would pretend they had pur- 
ſued us, and could not overtake us. 

I remain'd alone with that charming Per- 
ſon, who informed me how ſhe had been 
involy'd in the fatal Danger I had relieved 
| her from. Seeing, ſaid ſhe, that I could not 
hear from you, I doubted wot but you had 
proved falſe to me, and that made me reſolve 
FT Wm OK, TOO gi 
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to turn Nun, in earneſt; but Twas in an exe 
traordinary Trouble, when ] felt too certain 
Signs of my being with Child, and my Care in- 
creaſed as my Time drew near. TI know nat what 
kept me from deſtroying my ſelf, for Death was 
the only thing T wiſhed for, being depreſſed with 
the ſorrow I was in, to ſee you had decerved me ; 
and, with the Extremity of my Circumſtances, 
I revealed my condition to an old Maid, which 
belong*d to the Convent, wherein ſhe had ſerved 
a long time, and ſhe was the only one who had any 
Kywwledge of my being delivered, for I had the 
Courage not to cry out. This wickes Woman took 
the Child, without ſaying anything to me, fave 
That ſhe would diſpoſe of it, and going out, be: 
\ fore it was Day, threw it into a Rivulet that 
runs through the Nanaery, By a Miſchance, or 
rather by = Deirettion of Divine Juſtice, the 
Child being carry'd down the Stream, ſtuck to a 
Grate, which divided part of the Conveat from 
a Street that i very much frequented, It was 
ſeen, and the Juſtices ſent for , who came to 
the Nunnery, very much ſcandalized. Infor- 
mation being gtven to the Abbeſs, ſhe eaſily 
found out I was the Mother ; and I took little 
Pains to juſtifie my ſelf, ſo great was the De- 
fire I had to be rid of a Life that was grown 
zrkſome and tedious to me. So, I accuſed not 
her who had done the Fatt, and every body thought 
me the only Criminal. None of the Nuns took 
any Pity of me, but all, on the contrary, did, = 
| Le 
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the atmo Severity, fay, There was no Puni 

ment bad enough for me. Thus was 1 delivered 
into the Hanas of Secular Juſtice, and all my 
Friends Intere#t could not obtain the putting a 
Stop to my Sentence, I was removed to Paris, 
where my dreadful Doom was confirmed : And, 
while I was there, I wrote a Letter to you (which 
jou will perhaps find in the Hands of your Mo- 
ther's Porter) wherein I bad you farewel, and 


| told you what Thoaghts T retained for you, and 


that I dzed entirely yours. 

Here, inclining her Head in my Boſom, a 
Flood of Tears hindred her farther Diſcourſe. 
As for me, I could not forbear weeping, du- 
ring the ſad Relation ; which at laſt ſhe end- 
ed, telling me, That when T came in, cry- 
ing out Grace, ſhe knew me; but that fince 
that Moment ſhe had been wholly depriv'd 
of that little Senſe, which the Dread of im- 
pending Death had left her. "This Diſaſter 
pierced me to the Quick, that I ſhould have 
been the occaſion of her Miſery. 

Having recovered her Health, I asked 
her, What ſhe thought of going to Pars 
with me ? She had no reaſon to doubt of 
the Sincerity of my AﬀeCtion, nevertheleſs, 
through a Generoſity, which ſhew*d her Soul 
greater yet than I could have thought it. 
No, ſaid ſhe, my Dear, 1 cannot flatter my ſelf 
with the Thoughts that you love me ſtill; The 
Crime I have appeared guilty of, and the a” 


Sa 

ful Sentence T the under make me for ever un. 
worthy your Eſteem; all T expeft from you u, 
That you would have ſo much Compaſſion on me 
as to procure me a Confinement, where I may 
ſpend the reſidue of my Life in an unfeigned and 
auſtere Penance, 4h! replied I, for God); 
ſake, do not cheriſh ſuch Fancies, IT am the 
Criminal, you are Innocent. Nothing of this 
 redounds to your Shame, but will rather inhante 

Love and Admiration. All Arguments 
were fruitleſs, and ſhe being perſuaded that 
our Marriage could not ſtand good, was ob- 
ſtinately bent to turn Nun, which I promis 
T would not oppoſe, fo ſoon as we ſhould 
arrive at Paris. She ſuffer'd me to carry her 
thither, and T took a Lodging tor her near 
to the Fathers Recollets, 1n S. Laurence's Sub- 
urbs, where TI left, 'and returned Home, 
There TI found the Letter ſhe had ſpoken of, 
which I have ever ſince kept by me, and will 
inſert here, in confirmation of her Gene- 
rolity. SE. 


Date my Letter from a doleful Priſon, be- 
ing condemned to dye, for a Crime that pro- 
ceeded but from the too great Aﬀeition I bore 
you; for the melancholy occaſion of my Journy | R 
hither was, to hear the Confirmation of the ſp in 
dreanful Sentence T lye under. Vifho would have | ti 
thought, alas! that I ſhould have feen Paris, Þ at 
0h 
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07 this account, whey it was there T once propoſed 
to have been made for ever happy, by enjoying 
you! ou will abhor the Thoughts of me, when 
you know through what kind of Death my Days 
are at an end : Nevertheleſs, T aſſure you, That 
how ſhameful ſoever it be, T imbrace it with 
Pleaſure, as ridding me of a Life grown tire- 
ſome to me, (ince you have forgot me. If you 
20 to Charleville you will there be informed of 
my Guilt, without your being ſuſpected to be any 
ways concerned ; for I have never mentioned 
your Name, deſiring to preſerve your Honour 
and Reputation, which T value above my own 
Safety. The only Favour I beg of you is, That 
you would cauſe ſome Maſſes to be ſaid for my 


| Soul; and that you would believe, if Heaven 


has Mercy on me, T ſhall continually interceed 
for your Proſperity. 


Farewel, 


I dye wholly yours. 


T cannot expreſs how I was moved at the 
Reading of this Letter : I ran to her Lodg- 
ing, more determined than ever not to ſuffer 
her to part from me; there I found her nor, 
andunderftood that a Father Recollet nad been 


with 
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with her. TI went to him to enquire what 
was become of that lovely Creature, but he 
would not fatisfieme; and, after a Week's 
Search I underſtood ſhe was at the Hote/ Deg, 
with a deſign to embrace a Religious Life. 
Thither I ran, and with much Difficulty got 
Leave to fee her. TI never was ſo tranſport- 
ed; I fell at her Feet, and {wore I would 
ſtab my ſelf, if ſhe would not hearken to me. 
My Deſpair moved her Compaſſion, and 
ſhe ſaid, with Tears in her Eyes; Wha 
would you do Sir ? Tou cannot marry me an 
keep your Reputation, and it would be aneternu 
Shame to you to eſpouſe a Woman whom you have 
taken from the Gallows. That is not the buſes. 
zeſs, anſwered I, 1 will zot marry you, ſince 
you thus refuſe me, but if you muit be a Nun, 
pray chuſe ſome other Houſe. O ! Sir, reply'd 
that charming Perſon, I will zot be a Charge 
to you; I came hither becauſe my Admittanie 
would coft me nothing, and I cannot enter into 
another Convent, without putting you to an Ex- 
pence, which I know you cannot well bear, Ah! 
ſaid I, my Life and Fortune are devoted to you, 
and whatſoever it coit, I will certainly place 
you, where you ſhall not be liable to ſuch Auſte- 
r7ities. Tothis I added a thouſand more en- 
_—_— Expreſſions, but could obtain no- 
thing trom her ; then {he left me, with an 
Aaien, {omoving, it wounded my very Soul. 
Not prevailing with her, Iask'd tor the rl 

rels, 


ENF 
reſs, and oppoſed her entertaining that young 
Woman, acquainting her, She was m 
Wife, and that I demandedher as ſuch. She 
thereupon, - fending for her, told her, She 
could not receive her, and ſo had her again; 
but overcome, by her preſſing Intreaties, -T 
carried her to alittle Convent, the Superior 
of which was my. very good Friend, to 
whom I recommended her, as being a Wo- 
man of near concern to me. 

In the mean while, what I had done at 
Charleville, made no ſmall Noyſe in the 
World, and T heard Informations were pre- 
ferrd againſt me. All my Friends had heard 
the Story, andT found by publick Diſcourſe, 
that indeed I could not marry her with Hon- 
our. I ſhall not relate all the ſeveral Deſigns 
that came into my Head, for I thought it 
very hard that I ſhould be ſo great a Slave to 
other Men's Opinions, as not to have the Lj- 
berty of ſpending my Lite with a Perſon, 
whoſe Reputation was only tainted by the 
Misfortune of loving me. It ſhe would 
have conſented to it, my Reſolution was to 
g0 into Ezg1azd, but ſhe was {till perſuaded, 
that I ought, for my own Credit, to let her 
take a Nun's Habit. My eldeſt Brother, 
to whom I related the Particulars of this 
Accident, told me, He pitied me, but that 
I was happy, however, to have met with a 
Perſon, who was of her ſelf inclined to =— 
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what I ſhould have perſuaded her to. This 
he confirmed with ſo many good Reaſons, 
that I ſaw it was neceſſary tor me to comply 
with her Deſires. T obtained her Pardon and 
my own, and then we placed her into a Nun- 
nery of the Carmelites. My-eldeſt Brother 
generouſly preſented her with 'T wothouſand 
Crowns ; and I obliged her to accept of a 
ſmall Annuity, which I freely gave to the 
Convent. We changed her Name, and 
concealing what had happen'd to her, ſhe 
was admitted with a great deal of ReſpeQ; | L 
and no body has ever known who ſhe was. ſ hi 
She has fince led a very Holy Life, and my I C: 
Brother and I have for ever after had 1n her a Wn! 
ſincere and aſſured Friend, to whom we had th 
always recourſe, when we wanted Advice ſha 
or Conſolation. It was with all imaginable Yon 
Difficulty that I brought my ſelf to conſider Wm 
her as a Perſon ſecluded from the World, and £'w! 
had not my Brother ever afforded me a kind mc 
Aſſiſtance, I ſhould, no doubt, have loſt my Þ 
Wits. Indeed I never had ſo violent a Paſſi- ED : 
on for any one; fo that by the odd Contri- Ad 
vance of Fate, that only Woman, who de- ſſſtot 
ſerved my Eſteem, was one whom my Hon- Ni v 
our obl:ged me not to marry. aft 


This Adventure put me very much back- Þaga 
wards in the World, for it was a whole Year tu 


before I would feeany Body, having taken a Phe 
retired |- 
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retir'd Lodging, neax the Carmelites, whence 
I never {tirr'd,, and where i lived privately ; 
for I went under the Notion of a Man that 
had withdrawn himſelf from Converſation, 
and minded nothing but the way to Heaven. 
My Brother, however, kept my Company 
indiſpoſed of, having given out that I was 
i, and obliged to drink the Waters of Pour- 
bow, which were abſolutely neceflary for the 
Recovery of my Health. 

[ {hall ftorbear giving an account of the 
Life I led 1n that kind of Hermitage, - and 
how agreeable it was to me to diſcern my. 
Carmelite's Voice from that of her Compa= 
nions, while they were ſinging Maſs. For 
that was the only Bliſs I enjoyed, ſince ſhe 
had, during that time, denyed-me her Sight; 
only ſhe wrote to me ſometimes, adviſing 
me to think of .her no longer, and either 
wholly to forſake the World,or follow a Life 
more ſuitable to my Birth. 


My Brother's Deſires, joyn'd with her 
Admonitions, prevailed with me to return 
tothe Army ; which I did in the Year 1545. 
| was then but Twenty ; but I thought that 
atter the Experience I had had, ic would be 


' impoſſible tor any Woman to delude me 


Jy 


again. I made the Art of War my only 


Study, and found that the "Trouble which 


the loſs of a Woman, I loved {o dearly, had 
| Go ELVER 


given me, did not a little contribute to raiſe 
my Name; by occafioning me to ſeek for 
an Opportunity of dying with Honour, ſince 
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I could no longer live with Pleaſure. IT fought Þ 


in the Battle at Northingaes, and thence went 
into the Mareſchal de Twrerne's Army, where 
I was at the taking of Daxkeſpinrk; T may 
without Vanity ſay, That none was more bold 


than my felf in either of theſe Occaſions | 


Let men be naturally never ſo brave, they 


muſt be carried on by ſome external Motive, 
ro attain a certain Pitch of Valour ; and that 
which provoked me to act as I did, was r# 
ther Deſpair than Ambition. 


I returned not to Pars till Lazdaw had ſur- 
rendred to Monſieur de Turexze; and there] 


found that my Nun's Neighbourhood en-if 


creaſed my Melancholy Humour, for I could 
not forbear going to Prayers at the Carmelites, 
This Weakneſs of mine I diſcloſed to my 
Brother ; who being perſuaded that nothing 
but a long abſence could perfectly cure me, 
propoſed to me a Voyage, which I had an 
Opportunity to make, into Poland. "The 


Princeſs Mary was to go thither about the 


beginning of November, and the Relation 
{he knew we had to a Prince, whom ſhe had 
loved till Death,made her defire that I would 
accompany her. 


I ac-Þ- 
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1 accepted of this Offer,,-and . (to my 


Shame be it ſpoken) found-1n me a: ſe- 
cret-defire of pleaſing the Princeſs, endea- 


| -vouring to gain her Aﬀection. I never re- 


fletted on what I was going to undertake; 
but as ſoon as T found I was to make that 
Journey, and that T ſhould have an Oppor- 
tunity of freely Converſing with her, I be- 
canto forget my Nun, and was obliged to 
acknowledge, "That a new Miſtreſs is a bet- 


| ter Conſolation for the Loſs of an old one 


than either Ambition or War. 
 ThePrinceſs was, on the account of her 


| Love to the deceaſed Prince, much 1n the 
| fame Condition as I had been on that of my 


Carmelite, His Death was an eternal Grief 
to her, and ſhe made him the. Subject of our 


| daily Diſcourſe. TI, on the other hand, re- 


lated to her what had happen'd to me at 
Charleville; and ſhe was glad to hear I was 
capable of as tender and conſtantan Aﬀection 
as her ſelf, and we would often diſpute which 
of us was the moſt unhappy , ſhe in her 
Lover's Death or I in my Miſtreſs's Con- 
hnement. | | 

Tf this was a Romance, T might here 
bring in the Converſations we had on that 
Theme, which, I dare ſay would equal 
thoſe in Clel;za or the Grazd Cyrus. But, 
I omit all ſuch Digreſſions, to flick only 
G2 to 
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H E Princeſs, at length, at. to 
be reſolved to find an Antidote 
againſt the Grief ſhe conceived at 
. the Loſsof her dear Lover, in che 
Ain which waited for her in Poland, | 
| and it was in vain that I would perſuade her 
| to drive out that Paſſion by another, her 
G& 2 Mind 


Mind being wholly taken up with her Am- 
bition, and the Grandeur ſhe expected ; ſhe 
perceived, however, that T ſpoke through 


Self-Intereſt, and would often tell'me, Thar 


had ſhe had an Inclination for me, ſhe would Z 


not have encouraged my Falſhood to ſo 
lovely a Perſon as to my Nun ; but I was 


grown weary of that nice Fidelity, and the | 
Princeſs's Diſcourſe on that Subject was un- Þ 
eaſie to me. At laſt, I told her plainly, Þ 
That I loved her, which ſhe ſeemed to dil- 


believe; but ſeeing I was in earneſt , ſhe 


grew ſerious upon the Matter, .and ſaid, It I 
talked any moreſo preſumptuatiſly ſhe would 
ſend me back to France: Which Words ÞÞ 
were uttered with ſo ſcornful an Accent , Þ 
thatT highly reſented it, and-reſolved not on- Þ 
ly to forbad ſpeaking for the future, but en- Þ 


tertaining any. Thoughts of Paſſion for her; 
ſo I continued filent the greateſt part of the 
Voyage. This diſpleaſed her, and ſhe adviſed 
me, T hat, ſinceI could not be in a good Hu- 
mor without an Amour, I ſhould make my 
Addreſles to one of her Maids,which was not 


unhandſom;adding, That ſhe would take care Þ. 


the Jeſt ſhould not be carry*d on too far, only 
to make the Journey more diverting. I was 


not well pleated at this raillery, and reſolv'd F 


to court, not'the young Woman: ſhe men- 
tion'd, but the firſt Polazder I ſhould like. 
This Intention, which I did not inform her 
: with, 
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with, made me as gay asever, and the Prin- 
ceſs, who had been diffatisfied at my being 
chagrine, ſegemed not over-well contented 


| with my Mirth. TI took all poſſible Carenot 
| toſpeak the leaſt Word ſhe might interpret 


as an Expreſſion of my Love to her, which 


I the more calily effected, becauſe I really 


had none. How great ſoever ſhe might be, 


{ her Pride and diſobliging Reflexions {till 


Þ fuckin my Mind, and TI had Senſe enough 
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| toconſider, "That it was impoſſible for me 


to prevail with a Princeſs, who beſides much 

Ambition and Haughtineſs, had alſo a great 

Stock of Vertue. : 
Our Journey at laſt grew towards an end, 


and we arrived in Poland. King Laaiſlaws 
| came to receive his new eſpouſed Queen , 
| who preſented me to him ina very obliging 


manner: Among the Retinue his Majeity 
ve the Queen , there was a Lady who 
pleaſed me well enough, to make me think 


ÞF ſhe was the Perſon whoſe Chains I was re- 


ſolved to wear. She was about Eighteen or 
nineteen, and Daughter to one of the great- 


| eſt Lords of that Kingdom : I happened to 


' be near her when ſhe was preſented to the 


Queen, who, whether ſhe took notice of it 


| ornot, {miled, as 1 thought, to ſce me view 
| her with great Attention, and I perceived 
| fince, that of all thoſe which had been-placed 


about her, ſhe had the firſt ſhare of her Ma- 
4 - jeſty's 
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jeſty's Favour. The Queen's Kindneſs for 
her gave me frequent Opportunities of iceing 
ter, and I grew very paſſionate, which ] 
ſoon informed her of; that Lady underſtand- 
img Frezzch well enough to converſe 11x that 
Tonxzue., T was ſomething ſurpriz?d' that 


ſhe ſhould he equally fond of me, but more Þ 


to hear her <xpreſs it in ſo frank a manner; 


but ſhe carry*d her Ingenuity ſomething too þ 


far, for the Queen havingaskd her, What 
Diſcourſe we had togerher? ſhe not only 
told her wha: T had ſaid, but alſo what An» 
{wers {ae had returned ; confefling treely; 
That ſhe was very much inclin'd to love 
me. The Queen made her ſenſible of the 
Inconveniencies ſuch a Paſſion might be at- 
tended with, and order'd her never to ſpeak 
to me in private. Her Majeſty laid the fame 
Commands alfo upon me, threatning to fend 
me back into Frarxce 1t IT diſobeyed her.-- It 
was by no means my Intereſt to diſoblige 
the Queen, and Izave her on ſuch an account; 
but I alſo loved that Maid, and the free and 
natural manner wherein ſhe had expreſſed 
her Thoughts to me, made me- dote the 
more'on her, I found my ſelf then 1n'a 
great Dilemma, from which 1 was ſhortly 
after aehivered, but it was to fall incoa worſe! 
I had for Eight or ten Days carefall / avoided 
my Maſtreſs's Company, according to the 
Queen's Order ; when her Majeſty took an 

: Oppor- 
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pportunity to tell me, T was eaſily diſcom 
er - . but, however, ſince I hal beers 
obedient, [ſhe would have ſome Repard"t6 
my Paſſion, and that ſhe gave me free Leave 
to viſit the young Lady when I would. ©: 
I could not imagine whence proceeded this 


| ſudden Change ; the Reaſon of which was; 
| That her Majeſty had -perceived the King 


© hada Kindneſs for her, and whether through 
Þ Policy or Jealouſie, ſhe intended to put- him 


| out of Conceit with her, by letting him fee 


E ſheadmitted my Courtſhip. : T was not will 


| ing to loſe any time in making Reflexions: 


© but my chief Care wasto ſeek for an Oppor« 
© tunity of ſpeaking to. my Miſtreſs. Now 


| ſhe (which I thought ſtranger) avoided me, 
| as I had before done her ;/-and having-asked 


her the Reaſon, ſhe owned to me, with her 
uſual. Openneſs of ' Heart, ' "That the King 
courted her, and thatit was fo great an Hon- 
our,ſhe durſt not receive any other Addreſſes; 
but when ſhe was marry*d ſhe would return 
my Love. © I underſtood then that the firſt 


| thing the Grandees of Poland do, when 
| they havea mind to debauch a Woman, is 


to get her a Husband';. and, accordingly, 


| there was much talk at Court, a few days 
| after, of a Match between her and a great 
| Lordin Lithuania, Fhe Queen was not at 
| allfatisfied with it, ſince {ſhe knew that the 

King's Deſign in Marrying of her, was to 


make 
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make her his Miſtreſs, and ſee her with more 


Liberty. So ſhe would ſtill be perſuading 
me'to marry her, not doubting. but if that 
weredone, I would certainly carry her away 
into France. Fat 


T apprehended that a great many Tnconve- 
niences might accrue:to me from this Marri- Þ 
age : For ſince. (as her Majeſty had told Þ 
me) ſhe was to be marry'd but to facilitate Þ 
the King's Amours, I thought -it impoſſible Þ 
for me to carry her away without his Con- Þ 


ſent; which, had he granted, Tknew I had 
not wherewithal to maintain a_Lady there, 


whoſe whole Elſtate- remained in Poland. . T Þ 
repreſented to her Majeſty, why IT could not 


obey her Commands, and ſhe ſeemed fatis- 
fied with the Argyments:I gave her ; and 


made me an open Caafefſion, That being i 
deſirous to have the abſolute Management of 


her Husband, it was her Intereſt to get her 
matchiq to one who would give her Majeſty 
a good account of her; and ſhe agreed with 
me, 'That I was very unfit for {uch an Em- 


ployment. So we parted, without taking Þþ 


any other Meaſures. 


The Lithuanian T,ord dyed in the mean | 


while, and the King being obſtinately bent 


to give her a Husband, deſired her to name | 
whom {ſhe would ; who, ſwayed by her | 


Love, ſhe pitch'd upon me, 
The 
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The King readily yielded to it, and ſend- 
ing for me, made methat Propoſal. Thum- 
bly told him, Thar I had no Eftate, and be- 
ing a younger Brother, expected but little, 
ſ that T-was in: very ill Circumſtances to 
maintain a Wife. His Majeſty anſwered, 
That ſhe whom he deſigned me, was rich 
enough for us both; and that, beſides, he 
would make me ſo conſiderable in Poland, 


| that I ſhould not miſs the Little I had left in 
| France. Þ would have accepted this Offer 


with no little Joy, had it been made on any 
other account; for I had an Opportunity of 


| raiſing my ſelf, by marrying a Woman 
| whom I hada great Kindneſs for ; but all 


my Philoſophy would not perſuademe to take 


| her onſuch reproachful Terms. Not know- 


ing what other Reaſons to give, I told: the 
King that his, Majeſty's Favour loaded me 


| with Honour, but I was naturally very jea- 


lous, and ſhould make a very ſevere Huſ- 
band. The King ſmiled at this Excuſe, and 
told me, If that was all, He would take care 
to prevent it, and would give me ſuch Em- 


| ployments as would notpermitme often to be 
| with my Wife, and too narrowly to pry in- 
| to her Behaviour. 


This I took as a great Af/ront, but con- 


| cealing my Thoughts, T told his Majeſty, 


That I could not renounce my Native Coun- 
fry, and that I would never conſent to mar- 


of 
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ry, but on Condition T might go thither im- 
mediately after. No, ſaid the' King, I will 
zwot yield to you in that Point, for your Spouſe 
ſhall never leave Poland: while I live. If it be 
ſo, Sir, T reply'd, I humbly thank your Majeſty, 
and beg, as a farther Favoar, That inſtead of 
marrying me you would be pleaſed to grant me 
Leave to return home. Upon this the King 
left me, telling me; I might be gone, and 
that T was a Madman. TL bot 

Then I preſently waited on the Queen, to 
give her an Account of what had- paſſed ; 
who begged, with Tears in her Eyes, That 
I'-would comply with the King's Deſires ; 
Andthat, to fatisfie my nice Jealouſie, ſhe 
would keepher ſo much in her preſence, that 
the King ſhould never find an Opportunity of 
being private with her ; that ſhe ſhould be 
reſponſible to me for | her Condu&t, and 
that IT might reſt my ſelf ſatisfied: as to 
that. | | 
Her Majeſty uſed ſo many convincing 
Arguments, that at laſt I deſired her to tel} 
the King, IT was ready to obey his Com- 
mands. He was glad to hear it, but my 
Miſtreſs tranſported at the Thoughts of be- 
coming my Wife, and that 1n fo violent a 
manner, as perſuaded me ſhe never had loved 
the King ; which gave me Hopes, that being 
theonly Poſſeſſor of her Heart, and ſeconded 
by the Queen's Vigilancy, I might m_— 
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avoid the Shame I dreaded. In a Word, I 
was ſo taken up with the Proſpe&t of Ad- 
vancing my Fortune, and ſatisfying my De- 
ſires, that I was deaf to all other Conſfidera- 
tions, inſomuch that I wondered how I had 
ever {crupled the Matter. So irreſolute are 
{| our Minds, and fo eafily do we prefer what 
| may promote our Intereſt and Pleaſure, to 
what ſecures our Honour. 
| I marry'dthatLady, and thereforechang- 
| ed my Name, for being thereby grown the 
| owner of a Conſiderable County, I was for 
| ever after called by that Title. 
{ The Queen wasas good as her Word, and 
| her Jealoufie and Vertue, with the Care I 
{ took, kept my Wife under ſuch a Conſtraint, 
that it was impoſſible for the King to be alone 
with her. He was at laſt tired with Fruit- 
leſs Endeavours, and began to Court a Lady 
who was more her own Miſtreſs. I was 
overjoy'd at his Change, hoping T might now, 
without Diſturbance, poſſeſs my own Right; 
but that, alas! was prevented by a Hand I 
leaſt expected it from. My Wite was inrag- 
ed that the King ſhould quit her for another, 
and the great AﬀeQtion ſhe had expreſled for 
me, -turned to an implacable Hatred. Being 
averſe to all Diſſimulation, ſhe openly told 
me, I was the occaſion that ſhe had loſt her 
Lover. It was to no purpole that I endea- 
vourd to make her ſenſible of her Extrava- 
gAncy : 


gancy,; all the Arguments I brought prov'd 
but greater Provocations ; and whether {he 
had a Mind to be rid of me, or that ſhe tho? 
moving the King's Compaſiion was the beſt 
way to regain him, ſhe complained to his 


Majeſty that TI treated her very ill. This 
falſe Accuſation the King the ſooner believed, Þ 


becauſe he remembred I told him, That I 
was inclined to be extream Jealous. My 
ood natur*d Spouſe's Malice went farther, 


for ſhe gave the King to underſtand that I | 


was in Love with the Queen ; --and he fu- 
ſceptible of both theſe Impreſſions, - did, 
without farther Examination; reſolve I 
ſhould be murther'd, which he ſaw might 
be the eaſier effected, becauſe my Preferment 
had excited the Envy of moſt of the Poliſh 
Nobility. The King wanted not Perſons 
who would readily have taken that Oppor- 
tunity to expreſs their Zeal to him and their 
Malice to me. 

The Queen's Intelligence was quicker than 
mine, and ſeeing her Honour was concern'd, 
ſhe did not think fit to acquaint me with it, 
concluding I would have abtconded my {elf, 


which might confirm the King in his Jealou- 


ſie. Her firſt Care was to undeceive the 
King, to which end ſhe took no notice of 
the Advice ſhe had received, but counter- 
feiting ſome Letters from Frawxce, wherein 


ſhe was acquainted, "That my Brother was 
dead ; 
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dead ; ſhe ſhewed them'to his Majeſty,  tel- 
ling him, that it would: much prejudice mie 
tO be kept-in Polazd. © The Unconcernedneſs 


| ſhe ſpoke with on my account, and her Pro- 


poſal, to have me ſent back, made him think 


| her falfly accuſed. He own'd to her the Su- 
| ſpicions he had had of an Intreague between 
| us, and begging her Pardon a thouſand 
| times for entertaining an Opinion ſo injuri- 
| ous to her Vertue, he confeſsd, Thoſe 


Þ Thoughts, joyn'd with my Wife's Com- 
| plaints, made him reſolve I {hould dye; and 


| that he knew not whether I was then alive, 


ſome Perſons being appointed to aſſaſſinate 


{ me that Day. Her Majeſty having blamed 


his Raſhncſs, intreated him;- without Delay, 
to recal his Orders, leſt his Mercy came too 
late. ; 


A Fruitleſs Enquiry was made after me, 
for I had Notice of my Danger; and the 
Perſon who had done me that Courteſie had 
alſo found me a Place of Refuge. She was 
one of the beſt reputed Ladies at Court, who 


| had often profeſſed herſelf my Friend, but I 


did not imagine her Kindneſs extended ſo 
far. She made uſe of that Opportunity to 
g1Ve Ne at once a Declaration and convincing 


' Proof of her Love; being a Widow, and 


conſequently Miſtreſs of her own ACQtions : 
She did nor ſtick to conceal me in her own 
Houle, 


Ty -— 


Houſe, which I thought'was an Obligation 


highly to be valued, finceT ſaw my Ruin 
was unavoidable if I appeared abroad. Du- 


ring a Week, thatT lay hid, {he propoſed to Þ 


me-the ſeveral Means which: her Paſſion in- 


ſpired her with, to provide for my Safety. Þ 
That which ſhe inſifted on, as the moſt in- Þ 
fallible, was, to poyſon my Wife, the Per- F 
formance of which ſhe offered to take upon Þ 
her ſelf. TI entertain'd not- her Propoſal Þþ 
with that Horrour which I ſhould have Þ 
done at another Time, believing her to Þ 
love-me, had drowned both Religion and Þþ 
| Reaſon; only repreſenting to her the ll Þ 
Conſequences it might produce. She would F 
never let me write to the Queen, to inform | 


* herwhere Twas; and that Princeſs conclud- 
ing that T was either fled or murthered, it 
made her very uneafie: But, to prevent the 
11l Conſtruttions People might frame of my 
Abſence, ſhe cauſed it to be reported, That, 
upon the News of my Brother's Death, I 
was returned into Fraxce. 

At laſt T heard of it, and believing that 
my Brother was really dead, I grew impa- 
tient to know the Truth of it, and poſitively 
told the Lady, That I would attend the 
Queen, to be better informed. Sheupbraid- 
ed me with allowing my Brother a Share in 
that AﬀeCtion which {ſhe would have en- 

groſſed 
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groſſed wholly to her ſelf. From theſe Re- 


proaches ſhe came to Aﬀronts, and thoſe led 


her to Indifferency. She threatned to be- 


tray me to my Murtherers; nay, and could 
| not forbear telling me, that ſince I was fo 
firmly refolv'd to leave her, ſhe would take 


- © Care to prevent it, and would poyſon me 


TOFU TI" FRG wF %, ant 


firſt, What ſhe had propos'd to me on my 
| Wife's account, made me the more fearful as 
Fro my ſelf, and this Apprehenfion kept me 
{from eating. Never did any Couple pals ſo 
| ſuddenly from the warmeſt Love to the moſt 
{inveterate Hatred as we did, for we were al- 
ready grown intolerable to each other ; 
| wherefore 1 plainly told her, She was be- 
|comemy Adverſary, and intreated her to let 


. E me retire. 


Yes, you ſhall go, ſaid ſhe, but it ſhall be 


out of this World: On faying which, ſhe 
tew at me with a Dagger. I ſtrove to 
wreſt it from her, but (by I know not what 


Accident ) ſhe receiv'd a Wound in her 


Breaſt, IT well foreſaw my Danger, and 


that I could not eſcape ſhould any »f her 


Srvants know what had happen'd ; which 
{made me leave her with the Nagger by her. 
By good FortuneT found all the .zoors open, 
and went out unſeen by any. Having gone 


through a Street or two, I came to the Houſe 
of a Po/anacr of my Acquaintance, and beg- 
:d his Aſſiſtance, tellin;z him ſome earneſt 

H Buſineſs 
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Buſineſs, - occaſion'd by my Brother's Death, 


obliged me to go to Frazce, which T muſt 
do /»cognito, becauſe my Wife was averſe toÞ 
my Journey. This Man Offer'd to ſerve me 


to the utmoſt of his Power, and the very 


next Night procur'd me ſome Horſes, which 
carried me to Dantzzick ; where I was nF 
ſooner arrived, but I wrote to the Queen 1Þ 


Relation of my Adventure. 


She receiv'd my Letter, in a Time wheaſp 
every one was crying out again{t me, for be 
ing ſo baſe asto murder a Lady who had been 
io obliging to me. She had indeed bem 
tound all Bloody by her Servants, and taxel 


1 


me with the Villany : And tho her Wound 
proved but very flight, {he {till periſted wp 
tay, Ihada Defign to have killed her. Noſ 


Body queſtioiw'd the I ruth of what ſhe {poks 


and great Scarch was making tor me, wha 


the Queen received my Letter. She preſent 
ly carry*d it to the King; who pray'd he 
to command me, That it I were Innocent, 


7 ſhould not delay coming to confront mj{ 


Acculers. 


It was not ſo much a Principle of doing 
Tuſtice moved this Prince to have me recall, 
as the Trouble which my Wife created hin, 
who was become a continual Plague to him;} 


and he wiſhed for my Return, to rid him d 
io violent a Woman. The Queen wrote t0 


me, "That my Brother's Death was a Fidt| 


00; 
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on, and that I muſt return to MWar/aw, to 
clear my ſelf from the Afaflination which 
was laid to my Charge. Her Letter came 
fafe to my Hands, and the Joy I conceiy'd 
at the News of my Brother's being alive fo 
tranſported me, that I willingly obey*d her 


Commands, tho? I was not unſenſible of the 
| Hazard I expos'd my felt to. 


As ſoon as I was arrived, I did, through 
the Queen's Advice, ſurrender my ſelf, and 
was carry*d to Priſon. "The Lady that ac- 


| cud me was in a great Surprize at my Re- 
| turn; but affecting a Generolity which ſhe 
| was wholly a Stranger to, ſhe was the moſt 
| carneſt in ſuing for my Pardon. For my 
| part, T had rather ſhe would have let her In- 
terceſſion alone, that the Truth might have 


appear*d, upon a fair Tryal : But ſeeing this 
was generally look*d upon but as a Quarrel 
between two Lovers, I did not infiſt on a ful- 


kr Enquiry into the Matter, but accepted of 


my Grace, and was {et at Liberty. The 


King alſo obliged me to return Thanksto the 


Lady, my Adverfary ; which I did,tho' much 
ganft my Will. 


The Buſineſs wholly ruin'd her Reputa- 


tion; for in Poland they do not eaſily reliſh 
Gallantry of ſo deep a dye as that ſeemed to 


be. 'There was no other way for her to clear 


F. ir Honour than Marrying me, and that 


0D; 


| 
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has fully perſuaded me, that ſhe poyſon'd 
my Wife, who dy'd ſuddenly ſome time 
after. | 

My Spouſe was a little before delivered of 
Two Children, a Boy and a Girl, and[ 
heard at once of her Sickneſs and Death ; for 
her Condu&t had fo highly difobliged me, 
that we ſeldom ſaw each other. Howeve, 
I was ſorry for her, not ſo much remembring 
the Reaſons T had to hate her, as thoſe where 
by ſhe once had gain'd my Love. 


She was no ſooner dead, but the King him 
ſelf told me, That 1 was under an indi{pen 
ſable Obligation to marry the Lady, wh 


| ti 
| t] 
n 


had preſerrd my Life, at the Loſs of her 


own Honour. I begg'd of his Majeſty naſþ 
to precipitate this Marriage, but to allow mi 


a little Time to mourn tor the Loſs of my 
late Wife, which deeply aMitted me, hop 
ing by this Delay -to find fome means & 
breaking the intended Match, without di 
obliging the King, tho* I was relolv'd to 
hazardal) rather than comply. 

. The Lady was neither Handſom nd 


Young; and, on the other Hand, her fam 


liar Acquaintance with Daggers and Poyſon|Þf , 


made me look upon her with great: Dete 
ſtation: But I diſſembled my Thought, 
and carry'd my felt to her as a Woman T wa 
{hortly to eſpoule. pr 


Imagining 
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Imagining ſhe had made ſure of me, ſhe 


| took no Care to pleaſure me, treating me ra- 
| ther with an affeQed Scorn, and openly pro- 
| fefling a Kindneſs for others. I, who deſir'd 
| nothing more than to break with her, tax'd 
{ her with Coquetry ; ſhe laugh'd at me, fay- 
| ing, ſhe would not conſtrain her ſelf for my 
| Humour, fince I muſt marry her whether I 
* would or no. I thought, if I could ſurprize 
| her in ſome Gallantry, it would free me 


| from this pretended Obligation ; which I 
| cafily did, for ſhe carry'd on her Intrigues {ſo 
'"þ openly that none need be ignorant of them ; 
"Þ and one Day I was inform'd ſhe was in pri- 


er 
CD 


1; 


; vate with a Palatize. 


Thereupon T made my Complaint to the 
King, faying withal, That I now thought 


my ſelf fairly diſcharg'd. His Majeſty re- 


ply'd, It muſt firſt be known whether or no 
that Lord would marry her, becaule if he 
refus'd it ſhe till fell to my Lot, as having 
the firſt Claim to her. This Anſwer took 
for a Jeſt, and could not forbear ſmiling, till 
the King very ſeriouſly told me, it was the 
Cuſtom of the Land. 

I did not much trouble my ſelf with con- 


| ſulting the Poliſh Lawyers about it, for from 
| that very Minute I refolv*d tor France, and 


took all the neceſſary Meaſures for a ſpeedy 
Departure; being weary of living in a ſtrange 
Country, wherein I had met with a Chain 
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of Misfortunes, and'ſtood in daily ExpeQa. | 


ti0n of worle. 


I acquainted the Queen with my Inrenti. | 
ons, beſeeching her to take my Children Þ 


under her Care and Protection ; and havi 


privately ſold all the Eſtate I had there which Þ 
I might diſpoſe of, I ſtole away with one 
only Servant. The great Fortune I expett- 
ed to make by my Journey, was reduced to 
poor Twenty thouſand Crowns, . for which Þ 
I took ſome Bills of Exchange, and went, | 
leaving my Children rich enough with their Þ 
Mother's Eſtate. Then was the latter End || 
of the Year 1547. Thad lived Two Years in 
Poland, and was about Twenty Three Years 


of Age, but appear'd as Thirty, being' na- 
turally tall and grown ſomething corpulent, 
which made me ſeem older than I really 
Was. | 
Once more I thought it impoſſible for an 
Woman to deceiveme. My Journey afford. 
ing me Lexure enough to reflect on the Dil- 
alters they had procur'd me, I confider'd it 
was on their Account that T had left Frazee, 
ina Seaſon when I might have made my:For- 
tune there, and that they alſo had occation'd 


my coming from Pol/azd, when I ſeem'd to 


be well ſettled in that Country. On theſe 
Retlections I reſolv*d to make the beft Uſe of 
my Experience, and to court Mars inſtead of 
Venus, 1 had wrote to my Brother, to let 
= = him 
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him know of my Return trom Polaz4, who 
was not well-farisfied with my having Mar- 
ry'd in that Kingdom, and was glad I had a 


{ Pretenceto forſake it. 'The Letters I receiv'd 
| from him, obliged me to take YVerice in my 
| Way, where he wrote I ſhould find a partt- 
cular Friend of his, who, having fought a 
| Duel, had been torced to fly tor it, and was 
| then in that City. 


I arriv'd at Venice in Decexuber, and they 


| were then preparing for the enſuing Carn:- 
{ val. T met with my Brother's Friead, who 
| prevaiPd with me to tarry there iome Time; 
{ during which, I forgot all my fine kefolut;- 
| ons againſt the Female Sex, notwithſtanding 


the freſh Items I had to remember them; for 
I was no ſooner at YVexzce but the firſt News T 
heard was, that T had been oblig'd to fl 
out of Polazd, for having poylon'd my Wite 
and ftabb'd my Miſtrets. I too well knew 
the occaſion of that Report, and took no lit- 
tle Pains to undeceive thole who ſeem'd to 
credit it, but I found it dithcult, and have 
ſeveral Years ſince met with ſome Perſons, 
who were prepoſſefied with this Opinion , 
which has done me no {mall Injury. 


How earneſt ſoever my Friends Inſtances 
might be, to perſuade my taſting the Diver- 
ſions of the Carnaval, I ſhould ſcarce have 


comply'd with them, had it not been my 
H 4 Mit: 
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Misfortune again to fall up to the Ears in 
Love. *Tis true, I had felt but weak im- 
preſſions of that Paſſion while 1n Polaza; 


which made me the eaſter engage in a new 
Amour with a Perſon, who, I thought, Þ 


would not be over cruel. 


She was Daughter to a Venetian Noble. Þ 


man, at whoſe Houſe, I, on my firſt arri- 
val, grew very well acquainted, through 
the means of my Brother's Friend, who hav- 
ing known this Nobleman's Son at Pars, 


had there renew*d his Acquaintance, and Þ 


encreas'd it to a great Intimacy. TI often 
{aw the Father and Son, but it was long be- 
fore 1 hada view of the Daughter, only in 
a Picture. This Piece ſeem'd to me ſo charm- 
ing, that I could not forbear crying out 1n an 
Extaſie, T never had ſeen ſuch Beauty before. 


The Lady was then in an adjoyning Room, 


where, unknown to me, ſhe ſaw and heard 
me. T was no ſooner in the Street but a 
Man follow*d me, who, without ſaying one 
Word, put an unſeaPd Note 1n my Hand, 
which was wrote 1n [alia to this purpoſe. 


'H1 E Perſon whoſe Pitture you ſo much 
. Aamird, has as high an Efteem for 
you. If it be true that the Sight of Painting 
has afforded you ſome Pleaſure, you ſhall en- 
joy that of the Original. Be diſcreet and leave 


: 


the rest to me; 
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T read the Note above twenty times over ; 


{ and tho? I could ſcarce imagin that it really 
| came from the Perſon whoſe Picture I had 
! ſeen; yetT thought my ſafeſt Way was to 
# uſe the Ciſcretion which was enjoyn'd me. 


It may ealily be gueſs'd how impatient 1 


| was to return to the Yexetian Nobleman's 
{ Palace: Lhe very next Day T made him a 
| Viſit, and took my Opportunity, by way of 
' Diſcourſe, to expreſs the great Deſire I had to 
| ſee the Perſon whom that Picture repreſent- 
} ed, but no Body offer'd to give me that Sa- 
| tisfaction; only a Mask was propos'd and the 
| Habits agreed on. | 


I was icarce got home, but the ſame Man 


' came into my Chamber, who had given me 
| the Note I juſt mention'd, and obſerving a 
| deep Stlence, preſented me with a Box, and 
| immediately withdrew. I preſſed him to 
| ftay, and heanſwer'd me but in dumbShew, 
| and went off. 'Then, opening the Box, I 
| found it full of rich Jewels, and, under them, 
| this Note, which was written 1n the ſame 
| Hand as the former. 


Oar Reputation being of a near concern to 
me, 1 was willing to contribate to jour 
Magnificence. Make uſe of theſe Jewels to ap- 
pear like your ſelf in the intended Mask , 
| | ana 
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and when you have done with them, you may ve. | 
turn them to the Bearer, whom T ſhall ſend for | 
them. , 


Then, I thought I had no reaſon to doubt þ 
of the Reality of this Adventure, which | 
gave me at once a great Pleaſure and no little F 
Diſquier. 

T put on the Jewels ſhe ſent me, which F 
were ſo rich and fair none made a better Ft- þ 
gure than my ſelf. ; ; 

Several askd me, Where I had gotthem ? Þ 
And having anſwered, 'T hat I hir'd them ; | 
the Lady's Brother whiſper'd in my Ear, He 


& 


knew the Perſon had lent them, and what | 
the Hire of them came to. 'T his made me FF ; 
think he was his Siſter's Confident; at which Þ 


I bluſhed, and made no Reply. 
As I was returning home from the Mask, 


I was attack*d by Six armed Men, who hav- 


ing driven off my Companions, in ſpight of | 


all the Reſiſtance I could make, dilarm'd and 


robb*d me. 
This Accident gave me no little 'Trouble; 


but my Comfort was, that I had yer a Bill 
of Exchange for Twelve thouſand Crowns, 


which I thought would procure the ſame 
number of fine Jewels. 


When 


; my ſelf to all the Inconweniences that might fol- 


by more conſiderable Loſſes convince ' you your 
| Heart & the only Riches I covet. Do: not diſ- 
| Poſe of it, trill you may judge whether T deſerve 
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When the Man, who had brought them 
me, came for them again, TI infornvd him 
of my Misfortune,''and offer'd the Bill of 
Exchange in lieu thereof; but he refusd it 
by Signs (which made me believe he was 
dumb) and the next Day came to me- very 
early, with this following Note. 


E not concerwd at the Loſs of the Jewels. + 
Whemn TI lent them, 1 willingly expos'd 


; low; the Blame lies wholly on me, therefore it 
| 7 my part to pay for them. I wiſh-T might, 


| 76 OF 240, 


Whether ſhe deſerves it ! cry'dT, Can there 
| bea Woman more deſerving? Thus charnvd, 
| with her Generoſity, I abandon'd my felf to 
| the Tranſports T was in, at my ſeeming good 
{ Fortune. I earneſtly intreated the Dumb 
| Meſſenger to carry her the Bill of Exchange, 
| Or at leaſt an Anſwer to her obliging Billet ; 
| but he would do neither, and fo left 
| me. 
\ The next Dayher Brother told me, She 
had hir'd them of a Jeweller, whom he dealt 
| | with. 
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with;informing me withal, That hisSiſter had 
reveal'd to him the great Paſſion {he had for 
me, wherein he {erv'd her willingly, becauſe 
ſhe had laid the like Obligation upon him, in 
an Amour he had with a young Lady of her 
Acquaintance; and he allo afſur'd me, That 
it ſhould be my Fault, if I was not as hap- 
py in his Siſter as he in his Miſtreſs. 

The Reader will, no doubt, beaſtoniſh'd 
to underſtand, That all this was only an Ar- 
tifice to chouſe me of my Mony; yet ſo it was, 
for this Brother of hers had cauſed me to be 
robb'd, and had the Jewels in his Poſſeſſion. , 
The Raſcal made me believe, That his $- 


ſter's Generoſity had brought her into a great | 


Trouble, for ſhe knew not how to pay for 
them ; and thar if ſhe ſtill refuſed to accept 
my Bill of Exchange , the whole buſineſs 
might break out, and come to her Father's 
Knowledge ; to prevent which, he offer'd 
to carry me to the Merchants who had lent 
them. I was overjoy'd at this Opportunity, 
of ſhewing my Gratitude, in ſaying her Hon- 
our, and paid the Jeweller Eight thouſand 
Crowns, with more pleaſure than I ever diſ- 
charg'd any ather Debt. This Man, who 
was Confederate with my pretended Friend, 
receiv*d fome {mall part of the Purchaſe, and 
the Brother and Siſter {har'd the rett be- 


tween them. p 


[ 
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I ſuſpeted not the Cheat, but ſtill flat- 
ter'd with the vain Thought of being belov'd 
by a Perſon whom IT was ſo charmd with, I 
conſider*d not the Loſs of my Money, which 
| wasatit's laſtebb; and my only Deſire was 
| that of ſeeing the beautiful Unknown. 

TI often fſollicited the Brother, That he 
would procure me the {o much long?d for 
Interview, which he as often promiſed me, 
but {till foritd an Excuſe for his Delay. I 
only ſometimes receiv*d a Letter from the 
fair Lecerver, Which was no more deliver'd 
by the dumb Man, but by himſelf, and he 
alſo undertook to be the Bearer of my An- 
 ſwers. OurBlillets were all very paſſionate, 
and the continual "Theme was, deploring our 
hard Fate, which kept us thus aſunder. 

'This continu'd till about the middle of 
February, when I receiv*d Letters from my 
Brother, who much bland me for ſtaying 
ſo long at Yerice, ſaying, I endanger'd my 
loſing the Employment he had procur'd me 
in the Prince's Army, which was to take the 
Field and beficge Tpres in March. 

I little regarded my Brother's kind Admo- 
nitions, nor the Injury I did my ſelf in tar- 
rying there any longer ; but full of Long- 
ings to ſee my Miſtreſs, T ſent him Word I 
was Sick, and that as ſoon as my Health 
ſhould permit, 1 would ride Poſt for Frazce. 
But he, being better infornv'd of my Condi- 

tion 
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tion than IT imagin'd, renewed his Inſtances 
for my return, which T was ſo mad as to re- 
fuſe, for I would ſooner have parted with 
my Life than left Yerzce, till I had at leaft 
ſeen the Lady. _ 

His Letters had this only effect, "That T 
was more urgent with her Brother, not to 
keep me in Pain any longer ; and at laſt, tec- 
ing I threat'ned to be gone, if he did not 
give me that Satisfaction, he promiſed to 
comply with my Requeſt. I was order'd to 
put on a Spaziſh Habit, and to take with 
me as many Jewels, and as much Mony as I 
could, his Siſter having pretended to the Per- 
ſon, at whole Houſe we were to meet, that 
her Lover wasa rich Spariſh Loxd. I made 
no Reflexions upon the Matter, but yielded 
a blind Obedience to his Directions, and be- 
Ing accoutred as a Caſtilla (not forgetting 
the Mony and Jewels,) I was introduced 
into the Lofdgings of a moit notorious Cur- 
tezan. Indeed I was ſomewhat ſcandaliz'd 
at my being carry'd to fuch a Place (for I 
both knew the Houſe and her who kept it) 
yet my Impatience to ſee my Miltreſs ſoon 
{ſtifled that Scruple. ix 

At my firſt EntranceT was lock'd up in a 
Room, into which, after ſome. Minutes 
waiting, the Object of my Wiſhes was ad- 
mitted. She did not ſeem to me ſo handſom 
as her flattering Picture repreſented her, tho 
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it was ſo like, that IT had not the leait reaſon 
to think my ſelf impoſed on. This Difap- 
oin:ment {omething cooPd myPaſſion,when 
the Lady, who obſerv'd it, uſed ſuch Means 
to reflame me, as made me imagine this was 
not the firtt Rendezvous ſhe had had. This 
gave me a Diſturbance which T could not con- 
ceal, and being unwilling to diſcover the true 
Occaſion, I pretended it was at her comin 
into ſuch a Houſe. She told me, She ſhould 
not have expected ſuch a Reprimand from 
me; however, ſhe ſeenv'd not to take it 111 
| at firſt; but ſeeing T continued preaching to 
” her, ſhe lefr me, ſaying, The next Time I 
{ met her I might make an end of my Ser- 
mon. 
| 'ThenlT fully experienced the Weakneſs of 
| my Heart: For tho! I had all the Reaſon in 
{ the World to be convinc'd of her Diſhoneſty, 
| yet ſhe was no ſooner retir'd but I longed 
| more than ever to fee her again. All my 
| Scruples vanifh'd, and I heartily repented 
{ theill uſe T had made of that Opportunity. 
| Her Brother, thereupon, coming in with 
| an Angry Look, drew his Syyord, telling 
me, I wasa Bale Man; that by Siſter had x 
complained to him of my rude Treatment, 
\ and that he would have Satisfaction. Said 
1, Car 1 affront your: Siſter! For Heawver's 
| fake, dear Friena, procure me one Meeting 
more, and you ſhall ſee what Efteem T have 
For 
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for her. He fſeerd more calm at theſe Words; 
and withdrew, promiſing he would endea- 
vour to perſuade her to return; IT waited 
Two Hours, but inſtead of either, in came 
the Cartezax ; who ask*d me in 1talian, How 
zow, Siznior Don John, what ails you to Day, 
that your Miſtreſs is not ſo well ſatisfied with 


you a5 ſhe uſes tobe? With this ſhe look'd 
earneſtly at me, and feery'd very much ſur-. 


priz2d. T inquir'd into the Reaſon of it, 
and why ſhe calPd me Doz John? She would 
not {atisfie me then, - but told me, The next 
TimelT came thither I ſhould know farther. 
—_ was all I could get from her, fol left 

er. | 
My firſt Care, when I came home, was, 
to lay up my Mony and Jewels, but I found 
neither. 'The only Perſon I could tax with 
ſtealing them, was the Lady I had been 
with, tor no Bodyelfſe had come near enough 
to me, to pick my Pocket ; and this gave me 


very ill Thoughts of her. I remembred . 


there was one Doz John, a Spaniard, who 
Iiv*d thenin Yeaxzce, and I concluded the Cur- 
tezan had miffaken me for him, and that my 
Miſtreſs us'd-to entertain him in that Place. 
The very next Morning I went to theCurte- 


Zan's to be reſolv'd ; who told me more than 
I was willing to hear! For, I underſtood, 


this Lady, for whoſe ſake I had fo highly 
difoblig'd my Brother and my ſelf, was ug'd 
tO 
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to this pretty Trade, and had for Six Months 
Time kept a Correſpondence with this young 
Spantard, 206 + 

_ WhileI was meditating on my Revenge, 
I received a Letter from my. Brother, where- 
in he acquainted me, That he had notice 
what Life I led at YVerice,.. and how I had 
been. made a Cully both by the Brother and 
Siſter ; but. he adviſed me to paſs it over, 


| and leave that City as ſpeedily as poſſible... 
|  Imagining'his Friend was the-only Perſon 


that could have ſent this Intelligence, T went 


| tohim, telling him, It had been much kind: 


e& to! have given me Warning of my dan- 
gerous Acquaintance than to have informed 
my Brother. - He.was loath to own it, but, 
at laſt, imbracing me, What could I have 
done, dear Friend? ' ſaid he, Toa was ſo be- 
mitch'd, that if I had attempted to undecerve 
yu, T1 ſhould not have been credited. Tt was 
with much difficulty that T forgave him, 


Wbut, ſeeing there was no Remedy, I told 


lum, That I was reſolv'd to have my Mony 
again, or to cut the Villain's 'Throat who had 
thus bubbled me. | | 

Tho? this Gentleman was exiled from his 
Native Country for a Duel, yet that Misfor- 
tune did not deter him from venturing on an- 


| ther, but he freely offer'd me his Service ; 


90 I ſent the Rogue a Challenge, which he 


ſighted. Mad at ſuch Cowardice, I reſolv'd 
I to 


C214] 


to provoke him to Fight whether he would 
or no; ' and having pitct'd on a' Day to' at- 
tack him, T put on my former Spaniſh Dif. 
guiſe, and cauſed my Second "and all our At. 
tendance to be- equipp'd in the fame-PFx 

”Thus we waited for him,in a certain Stret 
through which he was to paſs: When tt 
came I bid him Draw, but-he refuſing ir; 1 
gave him Two orThree Blows over the Fad 
with the flat ſide of my Sword; by. which, 
being oblig'd to defend himſelf, ' he did'lh, 
but ſo faintly,that he received a home Thrufi 
and dropp'd down. 'We had the good Tuck 
tho? this was done in the open Street; 


eſcape to a Gordalo, which lay ready for | 
and carry'd us to'a Veſſel we had prepar'd. 7 
© To compleat my Revenge, I lefr a Lette 
for the Lady's Father, pretending my felf1}f} © 
Friend of Dor Johz's, and that, on myar 

Tival at Venice 1 had diſcover'd an Intriegff © 
between that young Lord and his Daughta * 
which was chiefly promoted by her Broths|f * 
and gave him a tull Narrative of the Procett : 
ang ; concluding, that Doz John having bea 
aftironted by his Son, I was reſolved to:mait q 
tain my Friend's Quarrel, ſo that if any be A 
happend amiſs in his Family, he need {60 jp 
no farther for the procurer of his Muy © 
tune. Ne OS X's 
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The Nobleman having received this Ad- 
vice, Informations were prefer'd againſt Dox 
John ; for all thoſe who had been Witneſſes 
of the Rencounter, agreed the Afſaulter was 
a Spaniard, who had immediately made his 
Eſcape, with ſeveral Perſons of the ſame 
Nation ; which confirmed the Contents of 
my Letter. 

_ WeheardatPadxa the good Succeſs of our 
Enterprize; for the Lady's Brother dyed 
without being able to ſpeak; Doz John, 
affraid of the Informations exhibited againſt 
him, was fled for it, and every onewasfully 
perſuaded that he had killed him. 
The Pleaſure this News aftorded me, was 
ſome Conſolation for the Loſs of my Mony, 
and the Tricks which they had put upon me, 
but I now reſolved more firmly than ever, 
to avoid Womankind. 
MyBrother's Friend, who had accompany*d 
me to Padaa, not daring to return into Fraxce, 
nor thinking it ſafe for him to go back to Ye- 


z#ice, ask*d my Advice about a Journey, he 


deligned for Poland; which I encouraged, 
for my awn Advantage, in having a Friend 
there, who might inform me of my Chil- 
dren's Condition, and the Poſture of Afairs 
in that Kingdom. I knew that King La- 
dlaus was deſperately ill. It was the cur- 
rent Report, "That he was dead, and that 


the Queen wouldeſpouſe Prince Caſimir, Bra- 
I 2 ther 
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ther to the deceaſed King, and I doubted not 
but her Majeſty would ſhew my Friend all 
poſſible Favour. 


It being then the latter End of May, and 
the Campaign ſomething advanc'd in Flan- 
ders, T thought I ſhould get no credit by go- 
ing thereſo late, and therefore reſolv*d to get 
into Naples, in hopes to find Opportunities 


of ſignalizing my ſelf, under the Command 


of the Duke de Gaiſe, who had render'd 


himſelf Maſter of that City, which made 


no little Noiſe in 1:aly. I wrote to my Bro- 
ther, to acquaint him with my Intentions, 
and keeping my Spariſþ Habir, I ſet for- 
wards for /Vaples, thinking that Diſguiſe 
might facilitate my Entrance; but I arrived 
there a Moath after the Duke's Impriſon- 
ment, fo ill had I been informed of thoſe 
Tranſactions. 

T heard he was confin'd at Gayetta, 1n or- 
der to be tranſported to Spain; and thought 


it my Duty to offer him my Service, in con- 
n : he | - o } 
fderation of the Interelt all our Family had 


with him, eſpecially my Brother. 
It was certainly my il Genius led me thi 
ther, for this occaſton'd my engaging into a 
Teſh Amour, which prov'd as Troubleſome 
ind vexatious to me as my laſt at Vexice. _ 
The Duketook my Vitit very kindly, and 


when I told him the occaſion of my Journey 
to 
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to Naples, heſaid, I might do him a more 
ſignal Service there, and with leſs Danger 
to my ſelf; whereupon he ſhew'd me a Let- 
ter from a Neapolitan Lady, who had been 


his Miſtreſs while he remain'd in the City : 


She expreſſed a great Deſpair for the Duke's 
Impriſonment, and threat'ned to ſtab her 
her ſelf, 1f he would not yield to her follow- 
ing him to Spain, She #s ſtark mad, ſaid he, 
ana will do ſome extravagant Attion or other, 
if not prevented. Oblige me ſo far, as tore- 
turn to Naples, and carry a Letter from me, 
which cannot be ſent by a better Hand. T pro- 
mis'd an exat Performance of his Com- 
mands, and having attended him till his Re- 
moval thence, I immediately ſet forward to 
execute his Orders. 

I could not, during the ] —_ but re- 
flet on my fantaſtical Deſtiny, tor while I 


endeavoured to forget the Female Sex, and 


think of nothing but War, it engag'd me 
into a neceſſary Occaſion of Converling with 
them, and made me the Confident of an 
Amour. However, I very willingly obey*d 
| the Duke, mov'd by a ſecret Inclination for 
2. Woman, who wascapable of ſo much Paſ- 
fioa and Wit as her Letters exprels'd. Here 
my curs'd Propenſity to Loveagain confound- 
ed my Reaſon, which would have led me to 
France much rather than Naples ; whereby 
I was convinc'd, that let a Heart be never {0 
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covetous of Glory, it ſoon degenerates from 
that Heroick Temper, when once it yields 
it ſelf up to Effeminacy. 

I {till wore my Spaniſh Habit, that I might 
the better conceal my Country ; and being 
arriv'd at Pozzolo Caſtello, while it was Day,l 
ſtaid there a little, not deſigning to enter 
Naples till Night. To divert my ſelf 1n the 
mean whule, I walk*d abroad in a very agree- 
able and ſolitary Place, where I thought T 
ſhould not be obſerv'd : But Thad not gone 
far ere I ipy'd a Gentleman with a Lady, 
and another at a little diſtance from them, 
which ſeem'd to have withdrawn only to 
leave them more at Liberty. 


This looking ike an Afſgnation, I crept 


as near as I could, and having hid my ſelf 
behind ſome Trees, over-heara part of their 


Converſation. All T could make of it was; 


That the Cavalier complain'd of her former 
Aﬀection to another ; and that ſhe aſſur'd 
him, he was the only Man ſhehad ever lov'd. 
Having remain'd there about half an Hour, 
I thought of retiring; which I maliciouſly 
did, with Noiſe enough to make them take 
notice of me. 'The Lady, who was ſpeak- 
ing to her Gallant, no ſooner perceived me, 
but ſhe chang'd Colour, crying out, Ah! 
what do I fee? *Tis himſelf. © She ſeenvd to 
me very tandfome, and imagining ſhe might 
take me ior her Husband, or 1ome other 

| | Trouble- 
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Troubleſome Perſon, whom {he had ng 
mind to entruſt with her Amour ;. IT made 
her a very low Bow, and walked {lowly off, 
Looking back ſometimes, I ſaw the other 
Lady follow'd me, upon which I ſtopp'd, 
that ſhe might overtake me. She did, and 
having view*d me attentively, told me in 
Spaxiſh, T look'd {o like the Duke de Ga/e, 
that I had been taken for him. T ſmiling at 
the Fancy (for beſides the Shape, Colour of 
Hair and Skin, I had not one Feature re« 
ſembling his) reply*d, they were miſtaken, 
and ask'd, What Relation the Duke had to 
them. She faid, That each true Neapolitan 
ought to fear, - leſt the Duke {hould ftill be 
plotting to render himfelf Maſter of that 
City, which was happily reduc'd under the 
Obedience of her lawful Sovereign. | I ea- 
{ily gueſs'd ſhe ſpoke after that manner, tak- 
ing me for a Spaxiard, for I knew the Duke 
de Gaiſe was very well belov'd in Naples. 
However, I did not diſcover my ſelf, tho? T 
had an itching Deſire to know the Company, 
being already charn'd with the other Lady : 
But not thinking it proper to ask any more 
Queſtions, I came back to Pozzolo Caſtello, 
and went to Naples, the Sky being already 
darken'd. | | 

I apply'd my felf, next Morning, to a 
Perſon the Duke had directed me to, in or- 
der to my waiting on = Lady, for —_— 
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T had his Letter ; but I was inform'd ſhe 
was in the Country : And having ask'd 
whether that Country was ſo far off that 1 
could not go to ſee her? It was anſwer'd 
me, That I had beſt be cautious, ſince her 
Intimacy with the Duke de Gaiſe had rendred 
her ſuſpicious, eſpecially to the Sparzards, 
who miſtruſted theCorrelpondency they held 
together was more for Affairs of State than 
Gallantry. 

I remain'd then a whole Week at Naples, 
which grew very Tireſome to me, for I 
ſcarce durſt appear, becauſe the Spaniards 
were very ſtrict in ſeizing any of the French 
Nation, whoſe Misfortune it was to fall into 
their Hands. That Time being expir'd, I 
underſtood the Lady was return'd, and was, 
by the Duke's Correſpondent, introduc'd 1n- 
to her Preſence. I preſently knew her to be 
tie ſame T had ſeen at Pozzolo Caſtello, and 
ſhealſo knew me again: So I deliver'd my 
Meſſage, but ſpoke not a Word of her ſtab- 
bing her {elf or going into Spain, ſince, by 
what I had ſeen, I judged ſhe was pretty 
well recover'd of thoſe Melancholy Fits. 
But I found ſhe had need of more than one 
Comforter ; for before we parted ſhe told 
me very intelligibly, T had fo much of the 
Duke ae Gui/e's Air, that ſhe felt the ſame 
inclination for me as ſhe formerly had for 
him. bs ESL 
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| Tt will, no doubt, appear a Wonder. that 
I ſhould truſt to theſe Advances, which I 
muſt needs imagine were not ſincere, ar that 
[ would betray the Confidence the Duke had 
repos'd in me; but our Reaſon is eaſily ſtifl'd 
by the Vanity of being belov*d by a fine 
Woman. Not the Thoughts of the 'Trea- 
ſon I was going to commit againſt my Friend, 
nor of that ſhe had already been guilty of 
tohim, by favouring the Gentleman I had 
{urpriz?d her with, could deter me from be- 
ing paſſionately in Love with her. ' I pro- 
teſted my Aﬀection for -her. was greater 
than the Kindneſs ſhe had expreſs'd for me ; 
and made her ſenfible I was concern'd .at her 
being engag'd with more. than the Duke and 
my ſelf. * She anſwer'd, The ManT had ſeen 
at Pozzolo Caſtello, was the Object of her Ha- 
tred, and that I ſhould not have any occaſion 
to be jealous on his ſcore. TI believed her, or 
# leaſt T pretended ſo, and made it my Buſi- 
neſs to free my {elf from any thing that might 
have hindred my reliſhing the Pleaſure of a 
new Amour. IL Ca 1. 5.0 
I wrote to the Duke, - That his Miſtreſs 
was inconſtant; and tho? ſhe had blinded: 
me to that degree, yet I could ſet her forth 
to him in her true Colours. It had been, 
happy for me if I had madeuſe of the Ad- 
vice I gave him, Not to think of her any 
more : But I could not fancy her under the 
Shape . 


| na2 1 


Shape I had repreſented her in,: which, 7 
knew was ſolike her, it being the common 
Fate of Lovers to overlook thoſe Faults in 
their Miftreſſes, which themſelves can make 
Others take notice of. | ; 
My preſent Rival ſoon perceiv*d our new 
Commerce, and was very much di{pleas'd; 
ſo wasI, to find, that inſtead of Breaking 
with him ſhe entertain'd us both. | 
Thus Jilt had acquainted him, That I was 
no Spayiard, but; a Frenchmay, whom the 
Duke de Gaiſe had ſent to her : Which Se 
cret was no ſooner reveald to him, but he 
thought of a quick Remedy for his Jealouſi 
for he diſcover'd me-to the Magiſtrates, Ks 
I was immediately clapt into a Jail. My 
only recourſe was, :to write to the Lady, de 
firinp her to uſe her Intereſt in procuring my 
Liberty, but I underſtood, that far from 
that, {he boaſted her ſelf to be the Author 
of my Confinement, giving as a Reaſon, 
That was come from the Duke to make her 
a-Propoſal of going into Fraxce. From this 
The expeQted a double Advantage ; firſt, to 
perſuade her other Lover, 'That ſhe had not 
been intimatewith me, and beſides, to r& 
gain the Favour of the Sparzſh Party, who 
Gs [ have ſaid) were no good Friends df 
ers. | 
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When I underſtood the Trick ſhe play'd 
me, Iawakd as out of a Lethargy, and ac- 
knowledg'd that Thad but my Deſert. Good 
Gods! What Imprecations I made againſt 
Women ! What Deſires I had to be re- 
veng'd | But I was oblig'd to quell my Fy- 
ry, and apply my Thoughts only to endea- 
your the regaining of my Freedom. TI durſt 
not venture to own my ſelf, for fear of a 
doſer Impriſonment, but pretended T was 
a Servant of the Duke de Gaiſe, whom he 
had ſent with ſome Letters to his Miſtreſs. 
[ was believ'd, and about a Week after re- 
leas'd, with fome poor Frexchmex, who had 

been my Companions-in this Habitation 
and were not thought ſtrong enough for the 
Gallies ; where I ſhould have been ſent, had 
I not fallen ſick in the Priſon. — 
As ſoon as I was at Liberty, T went to the 
Lady, to whom I was ſo much oblig'd,  ex- 
peting ſhe would, at leaſt, procure me the 
means to return Home, for IT had but anold 
ragged Coat on, and not a Farthing of Mo- 
ny, all being rifled from me when I was 
ſeiz?d on. She could not forbear laughing 
to ſee me in that Pickle, and when I wouk 
have tax'd her with her Perfidiouſneſs, ſhe 
interrupted me, ſaying; What would you 
have, poor Fellow? All T can ds is to beſtow 
fome Alms on you, to help you in your Jonr- 
rex, Here, continued ſhe, addrefſing _ 
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ſelf to one of her Women, Gzve him Three 


. 


Piſtols and ſend him away. 


 O Heavens! How is it poſſible for a May 
zo bear up under ſuch Afﬀiictions* However, 
I took Patience, in good Hopes one Day or 
other to revenge my {elf ; and refuſing her 
Mony, went to the Duke de Gui/es Cor 
reſpondent, expeCting he would procure me 
enough to bear my Charges to Fraxce ; but 
he deny'd himſelf tome, and my Servant that 
came thither with me, .who was a Polazxder, 
being run away (as ſoon as he ſaw me ar- 
reſted) with all the Officers of Juſtice had 
not robb'd me of, - T was left to the wide 
World, without Friends, without Mony, 
and in a ſtrange Country. 


_ T judged it my beſt way, Gf poſſible) to 
get to Rome, hoping to find there ſome Po: 
Hifh ar French Acquaintance, who would 
treat me better than they had done at Naples, 
I made a ſhift to reach 7 erracina, where I for: 
tunately met with the Ducheſs of — 
bound for Rowe, whom I infornvd of my 
Circumſtances, telling her, T had fallen 
among the Banaztties; and ſhe did me the 
Favour to take mewith her. IT was not long 
_ at Rome, ere Imet with a Friend, who fur- 
niſh*d me with the Mony I wanted ; and 
preſently after T took Poſt. The Speed 1 
made was ſuch, that I arrived in Hg 
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the 18th of Auguſt, Two Days before the 


Battle of Lers. 


I apprehended the beſt Way for me to get 
into Favour again with my Brother, andto 


regain my loſt Credit, was to begin with 


ſome generous' Action, which might efface 
all the 11] Reports ſpread of me, during my 
Abſence. That was the Motive which in- 
duced me to go direttly for Flazders, where 
I heard they were preparing for an Engage- 
ment. Twas unwilling to.appear before my 
Brother, who was there, and had the Re- 
putation of being one of the beſt Comman- 
ders in the Army; and only diſcovered my 
ſelf to another General Officer, who was 
my Relation, with whom TI remained con- 
ccaled till the Day of Battle, in which I de- 
fired him to put me into 'a Poſt of Ho- 
m_—_ - 6 
| My Caution, in writing theſe Memoirs, 
of keeping my ſelf undiſcovered, ſhall ex- 
cuſe me; 1f T-do not give the Reader a par- 
ticular Relation of an ACtion I performed, 
which raiſed my Fame even above my 
Wiſhes. That Engagement has been ſo oft- 
ten deſcribed, that did I here make a Narra- 
tive of the ShareT had in it, I ſhould betray 
my felf to every ones Knowledge; and I 
think it enough for my purpoſe, to let the 
Reader underitand, that the Prince a? Angaziew 
gave 
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gave out, he ſtood indebted to me for the 
Victory, having. had the good Fortune tg 
to hinder a conſiderable Body from being 
routed, whole Flight would have occaſioned 
that of the whole Army. "This Exploit pro- 
cured me a Regiment, having obtained a 
Colonel's Commiſſion, by my General's Re. 
commendation. T found my Brother as 
kind as ever ; and was inform*d by him, 
'T hat the Count my other Brother, was fled 
to Poland, a Duel having put him to the 
Choice of undergoing either a Voluntary 
Baniſhment or an Involuntary Death; 
and that my Siſter was ſeparated from her 
Husband, and livd with my Mother. 
The Reputation I had gained in the Fight 
at Lens, had ſo animated me, that I did a 
Work of Supererogation, in deſiring |] 
might ſtay with the Mareſchal de Rantzay, 
in whoſe Army TI ſervd, in the Siege of Far 
zes; and, the Campaign ended, I return 
to Paris, about the latter end of Ocfober : 
And there found all things in a great Dif: 
order, occaſion'd by the Hatred which 
the Pariſiazs bore to the Cardinal Maz4- 
TIC, | 
The more I reflected on what had hap- 
pen*d to me (eſpecially the Two Years laſt 
pait) rhe more I fancy®d my Life to be Ro- 
mantick: And, in ſpight of ſo many odd 


Adventures, I yet truſted with ſo much Con- 
hdence 
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fidence to my good Stars, that T negleAed 
the Purſuit of my further Prefterment, - and 
arming my ſelf againft the Snares of Beauty. 
But TI viſited the Ladies with the leſs Fear, 
becauſe .T thought my Heart fecurd:; from 
their Allurements, and I was reſolv4 to pre- 
tend a Paſſion to all, but fix on none. The 
ridiculous manner wherein my Mother ex- 
poſed her ſelf might have confirm®d me in 
thoſe Intentions, ſince it was an undeniable 
Proof that neither Age nor Reaſon can 'ob- 
ligea Coquetto Modetty. | 


My Mother, who had livd without con- 
fidering either Children or Eftate, took'care, 
however, - never to want a Lover.. She had 


been courted a long Time by a Widower, 
much about her Age, who was ſo afſiduous 


in 'his. Viſits, that there was no other Ar- 
gument againſt the Aſperſions which»might 


be thrown upon her for it, but that:they 
-were as good as marry*d. All the Family 
was perſuaded that he was her Husband, and 
that Match .not being too agreeable to us, 
;,weexprefled our Diſcontent by a very cold 
behaviour to her, tho without coming to an 
- open Breach. | 


This Gentleman had a Son newly come 
from the Univerſity, whom my Mother re- 


ceiv<d into her Houſe, {he having grven our, 


That he was to continue there, but till ſuch 
| T1me 
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Time as they might ſend himto theAcademy; 
My eldit Brother did not ſeem to take notice 
of it, nor ſo much as complain of the extra- 
vagant Expences ſhe put her ſelf to on his 
account; but the Servants ſoon acquainted us, 
[That her kindneſs for him weat farther yet; 
and that ſomething had paſs'd between them 
which they knew not how to 1aterpret to 


her Advantage. His Father was inform 


of italſo; and his Diſpleaſure was fo great, 
that forcing his Son from her, he ſent him to 
S. Lazarus. But, . to compleat his Vexation 
and ours, my Mother {hew*'d him a Con- 
tract, and tlie Certificate of a Marriage, 
made above a Month before. So, what the 
Father had courted during Fifteen or Sixteen 
Years, with the moſt engaging Complacen- 
cies and endearing Tokens of Love, his Son, 
tho yet a School-Boy, obtain*d in leſs than 
Three Months Time. This Buſineſs, which 
became at once the publick Diſcourſe and 
Feſt of the Town, gave us no little Morti- 
cation. His Father would have had us pro- 
ſecute in order to annul the Marriage, and 
produc*d a former Engagement from her to 
himſelf; but we being indifferent as to the 
Perſon, ſince ſhe was reſolv©d to havea Hus- 
band, thought it not worth our whule to 
meddle with it, and left him to manage the 
Afair alone ; which prov©d his Ruin : | For 
after loſing ſeveral Law-Suits, and his Repu- 

tation 
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tation into the Bargain, his Trouble was ſo 

reat that he ſicken*d upon it, and dyed ; 
Arg firſt diſinherited his Son, whom my 
Mother took out of the unpleaſant Lodging 
he was in, having prov'd her Marriage 
good : But People never.-would be ſo com- 
plaifant as to call her by her New Husband's 
Name. 


I thoughtall theſe Experiments had wholly 
withdrawn me from that periidious Sex : 
But even thoſe induc'd me to ſeek for new 
Amours. I had an earneſt Defire to difco- 
ver a Dilcreet Virtuous Woman ; and it 
may well be imagin'd that it was impoflible 
for my Heart to remain free, when I thought 
[ had found her. | 

I often viſited my poor Carmelite, I cannot 
fay I ſaw her (for ſhe was very exact in ob- 
ſerving the Rules of her Order, one of which 
snot to unveil themſelves) but I ſpoke with 
ter, and her Friendſhip made her concern'd 
nall my Adventures, eſpecially in my laſt 
(I mean what happend to me 1n the Battle 
at Lens; ) I was beholding to her good 
Counſels, for my avoiding the Snares which 
the Coquets at Court laid toentrap me : Wo- 
men are not taken with any thing {ſo much 
as with the Reputation of a War-like and 
Gallant Man, and I had the Name of being 
both. Bur 1 contented my {elf with bare 

K Conver- 
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Converſation, without any particular En: 
gagement, laughing at thoſe Friends who 
were caught in the Mouſe-trap, ſharing in 
their Pleaſures and Debauches, and turning 
all to my own Diverſion. | 

. -'ThusT lived, when my dear Carmelite told 
me, That ſince I had wholly forſaken Ps 
land, T muſt think of getting a Wiſe in 
France; and that ſhe would help me to one, 
whom ſhe nam'd ; adding, The Lady was 
an intimate Friend of hers, and, to her 
Knowledge, had a good Opinion of . me. 1 
had ſeen her, and Iik*d her well, but 'the 
flattering Thoughts, that ſhe was charm'd 
with me, gave her Accompliſhments ſuch 1 
Luſtre, that T fell deſperately in Love from 
that very Minute. Iasd my Nun, Whe 
ther {he could {wear that ſo well-deferving a 
Lady were not given to Coquetry ? Oh! 
reply'd ſhe; She s. a Model of Modeſty ani 
Virtue, and the only Fault that can be founi 
with her is, That ſhe runs into'an Exceſs of I "* 
Preciſeneſs. T defir'd her to bring us acl © 
quainted immediately ; and accordingly we | Þ 
appointed a Day, when we ſhould meet in 
the Parlor, as by chance. I was punctual, 6 fa 
was ſhe, and after a Converſation on indi | 
ferent Matters, I waited on the Lady home. | : 
We were no. ſooner arrived there, but ſhe I 9 
ſaid, ina very free and open manner : Sw, {ur 
1 will zot detain you with Expettation, my oy te 
| | ich | 


FD. _— ] DP mRYy — "4 FE 


7] © 7) = Iz” Way pay = my ms 


, - X , 5 it ey 
{7 a; A "> "FT 42284 "= as 42; ts . Py 
7 S Wn 2 ? 
ba - « T 
\% 
[ - | ] 
| 


ſign being, once more, to marry, I look for a 
Man that may make me happy, and the good 
Character I have heard of you gives me Hopes 
jou will procure me that Felicity. I anſwer'd 
her with the moſt convincing Expreſſions of 
Love andGratitude I could invent: 'Then ſhe 
gave me a Liſt of my Rivals, who were all 
Men of Quality and Merit ; and concluded 
with an Aſſurance, that I ſhould ever have 
the Preference. : 
_ "This engag'd me more than IT ever had 
been in my whole Life-time; inſfomuch ;, 
that tranſported with the Proſpect of poſſe: 
ing a Lady of ſo high a Rank and Fortune, 
[wholly abandon'd- wy {elf to the deepeſt 
Paſſion, and was not one Day without viſit- 
ing her. Some Diſputes, which aroſe about 
her Eſtate, were the uſual Themes of her 
Diſcourſe, and I ſaw ſhe defign'd me the 
Office of Solliciter; before that of a Husband. 

Tho? IT had an Averſion to Buſineſs, yet for 
her ſake, I gladly undertook to manage thoſe 

Concerns, and the earnefſtneſs wherewith I 
apply*d my ſelf toit, ſoon made me a good 
Lawyer. Her entruſting me in all her At- 

fairs, and our being conſtantly together, 

occafion'd a Report rhat we were already 

marry'd : This I acquainted her with, hop- 
ng.it might oblige her to haſten the Con- 
lummation of my Happineſs; but ſhe, on 
the contrary, reply'd, That fince my fre- 
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quent Viſits were ſo much taken notice of, 1 
muſt not ſee her fo often : 'That her Cir- 
cumſtances would not permit her to ma 
ſo ſoon, but by waiting her Leiſure, I ſhould 
ive her an undeniable Proof of my Aﬀe. 
Dion, Twas mad at this Delay, yet to ſhew 
how much I lov'd, I told her ; That tho' it 
was a great piece of Self-Denyal, I would 
ſubmit to her DireQtions. She ſeem'd over. 
joy'd to find me fo tractable, and having 
ſettled our Meetings at thrice a Week, I ne- 
ver miſs'd one, and, in the Intervals ply'd 
her with Billets Deux. Her Anſwers were 


ve 

AfﬀecCtion, and renew*d Aſſurances ſhe would 
marry none but me. In the mean while the 
Campaign drew near, and conſequently the 
Time approach'd when I mult leave my Mi 
ſtreſs. She vow'd to me, that ſhe would 
eſpouſe me at my Return ; and, indeed, 1 
had not, during my Abſence, any reaſon to 
doubt of her Sincerity, her Letters, which 
I never fail'd of every Poſt, being an evident 
Argument of it. 

We did little Execution that Summer, the 
Enemy rerook pres, and we ballanc'd our 
Fortune by taking Conde. Winter approach 
ing, I return'd to Pars, whereT found my 
-_—_—_ 1n the fame Sentiments I had leit 

er. 


F. 


24 obliging, giving freſh Proofs of her 
e 


enfns, fronnl poet AA Gn, ta 4 hn% 


vg = Dh 


> FYy3 ft &@ 2 


[4 @., Fi = * 


rant. 


- R-. Mr = Y” fl << 5; 


AQ. I OQ 


> 


Q_ = 


- —_—— " nT- kJ E 
q , EM J 4 = Vs hs EEE. ©, Pn *, -*s i w”—_ babe i rY # os SES? » T7 <a "'F% Ta 
Weed 4 4” M E OW 4.5 . hn 4 
- " : - 
[ 3 3 ] . 


- My Duty often calPd me to S. Germazns, 
where the Court was then. One Day being 
oblig?d to attend his Majeſty at his Couchee ; 
{ waited firſt on that Lady. Having paid. 
my Devoirs to her, T was going, when cal- 
ling me back from the Stair-Head ; Heark ye, 
faid ſhe, What do you with all the Letters 


you receive from me? Would you oblige me 
yp, 


fo far, as to return them me ? I aſſurd her, 


p 
That T kept them with all imaginable Care, 
as a Treaſure I valued more than all the 
World beſides. However, continued ſhe, 
Let me have them again, for my own Satisfa- 
Fion; pray ſend them me before you go for 
$, Germains. I very unwilling comply'd ; 
but, fearing to diſoblige her, Tobey*d. 'I'wo 
Days after my arrival at S. Germans, it was 
faid in the Queen's Preſence, That a Prince 
of the Blood was going to marry, and that 
the Match was wholly chal My Cu- 
riolity led me to enquire who the Lady was, 
and heard, with no little Surprize, that 1t 
was my intended Spouſe. My Aftomiſhment 
was yet greater, when they would have 
perſwaded me, That I had been the Promo- 
ter of it; I confeſs there was ſome ſeem- 
ing Ground, the Prince being my intimate 
Friend, and every one imagining the La- 
dy never did any thing without conſulting 
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T could not be perſuaded at firſt of the re- 
ality of the Report; but calling to mind 
the Afſiduity wherew1th the Prince had late- 
ly viſited her, and how earneſtly ſhe had de: 
manded a Return of herLetters, I began'to 
believe it 09M; ©: 1. ---, + Srl 

"That Prince was then at S. Germazrs, and 
T thought the only way to know the 'Truth 
was, to wait, on him, without taking any 
Notice of what I had heard. I did fo, and 
he.no ſooner ſaw me, but he came and em- 
brac'd me, ſaying ; There the dear Friend 
to whom I owe my Happineſs, ſince my Miſtreſs 


yields only upon his Recommenaations. - 


} 
Blood boyPd at theſe Words, and I whiſper'd 
him ſoftly, That his Marriage was not ſo ſure 


but he might meet with Oppoſition. 1 told him, 
a Perſon waited for him in a Garden with: 
out the Pallace, who had ſomething of Mo- 
. ment to 1mpart ; whither I intreated him to 
walk tmmediately. He wondred at the man« 
ner of my Delivery, for-the Fury I was-in 
had ſtrangely alter'd my Countenance: How- 
ever, he had the Complaiſance to go with 
me, {till asking me, What was the Matter, 
and what had happen'd. Te? 

_ Ireply'd not a Word till we were at the 
Place; then I ask'd him very ſeriouſly, If 
he was really to marry the Lady he ſpoke of. 
Why ao you as ſuch a Queſtion, aid he, 
frace you know it as well as my ſelf? T afſurd 

him 
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him he was mightily miſtaken, for ſhe was 
engag'd to me.” 'The Prince look'd on me 
with a Smile, and ſeeing I ſtill maintain? 

my Gravity; Are you mad, my poor, Count? 
fad he, How long have you loſt your Wits ? 
Did not you make the Match? I am ſare the 
Lady told me ſo; I am your real Friend, and 
the Devil take me if TI ever thought of her whale 


 Timagind you acai her. But, prithee, 


What T yes are between you ? Tanſwer'd, They 
are ſuch, that it ts but Three Days ſince ſhe 
ſwore ſolemnly, She would marry none but me ; 
and I have brought you hither to diſpute my 


| Raght. Not fo, continued he, Pe yield her, 


if what you ſay be true, 'ThenT propos'd to 
Fannie nds till ſhe could de- 
cide it. LY 
I had not Patience till my Time of Wait- 
ing was over, but pretending ſome Buſineſs, 
ask*d Leave to retura to Pars, which was 
granted me. At my Arrival I preſently ran 
to the Carmelites, to acquaint my Nun with 
what had happen'd at S. Germaznzs ; but ſhe 
had Notice of it already, the Lady having 
wrote to her the Day before, telling her, 
That my frequent Viſitshad rais'd a Scanda!, 
reflecting upon her Honour , which ſhe 
would not confirm by marrying me, there- 
fore ſhe had entertain'd the Prince's. Propo- 
fals. Her Letter was much to this Purpole, 
but her Argyments were not fatisfatory , 
RE - K 4 luxce 
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ſince it but too plainly appear'd, That In- 


conſtancy and Intereſt were the only Motives 


of her Change. ' | | 

My Carmelite advisd me, finding her of 
ſo fickle a Temper, not to purſue my Claim, 
aſſuring me, ſuch Qualifications would be 
worſe in a Wife than a Miſtreſs; bur 1 
would not hearken to her Reaſons, and was 
reſoly*d not to be bafÞd. | 

From the Nunnery I went to the Lady's, 
and taking no notice of what had paſs'd, 1 
ask'd her, When ſhe would compleat our 
Marriage? She ask'd me, Tf I had heard 


any thing at S. Germains? And having an- 


{wer'd No: Then, continued ſhe , your 
Friend at the Carmelites will acquaint you with 
what 1 dare not tell you my ſelf. Seeing, then, 
that there was no more difſembling, I con- 
feſs'd to her, That I had underftood ſhe 


was to be marry'd to the Prince d——— 


Well, faid ſhe, and why do you deny it? 1 
hate'a Liar, and for that wery reaſon would diſe 
card you. 1 was inrag'd at this Reply, eſpe- 
cially to ſee her do it with ſuch Aſſurance 
and Indifferency. Proteus never put on 
His various Shapes more ſuddenly than I did 
mine, for I Swore, Threat'ned, Cry'd and 
Pray'd all ina Breath, and all to no purpoſe : 
 Solleit her, proteſting T would uſe my ut- 
moſt Induſtry, to confirm the ill Reports 
which had been ſpread of her on my account. 

” 
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- Tt was, indeed, my firſt Reſolution, by 
that means toruin her 1n the Prince's Eſteem; 
but ſince; after all, it would have been a 
baſe Slander, for our Converfation had been 
very innocent, I only gave him a Relatiof 
of all the Promiſes ſhe hadmade : Whether 
the Prince. dſl kd her for her Inconſtancy, 
or ſuſpected her'Vertue, he afſur'd me, That 
he would never think of her any more; and 
n performance of his Word, did preſently 
difingage himſelf. SHE? 6), "0 4154 SHORES 
1 The Lady finding TI forbore my vifitsalfo, 
three Days after ſent for me, and having up- 
braided me with what ſhe. ſuppos'd I had 
given out againſt her Honour, to occaſion 
the —_ off of the Princes Match : She, 
in the concluſion, told me, She was now 
reduc'd to a Neceflity of Marrying of me, 
which ſhe would perform as ſoon as I 
pleas'd. 

I never had fo little inclination to it as 
when I ſaw the thing ſo near being finifſd, 

for her Coquetry bas ſomething abated my 

Eſteem ; however, the real Opinzon I had 
of her Chaſtity made me conſent ; for at 
leaſt, T concluded, I ſhould be ſure of a 
good Fortune and a virtuous Wife. 

Yet I was not ſo well refoly'd but my 
Heart fail'd me, and that made me yield to 
a Delay for a Fortnight or Three Weeks, up- 
on the Lady's Requeſt; ſhe having Pn 
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ed ſome Indifpofitian;,- Tho T faw no Sim. 


ptons of any;*:Itold her ſhe might take her 


own-T41me,.; dnd-lookid upon-my Wedding 
as thing fo certain, that I really-made Pre, 
. paration for it; _: | SH 
72:Going to ſee cher one Night, I was told 
ſhe- was in Bed; - on which' I; offer®d to-re- 
tire" when her Woman profferd- to conceal 
fme.1n a Cloſet, - next to her Lady's Chami 
ber; where T ſhould diſcovertrange things, 
yet neceſſary for me to know.;'T enquurfd, 
What-1t was?; She-anſwerd me,'; Her Lady 
Wes:with Child, and aCtually:then in Labor: 
was aftoniſh#d,.-and ſhe ſeem'd in as great 
4:Iifarder,: but added, -If I would go with 
hef, ſhe wonld convince me of the Truth. 
v:I'his was: of too great a concern to be neg- 
lected: I went with her, and in a ſhort 
Time I heard the Lady*s:Groans. All the 
Servants were ſent out of the Way, oaly the 
MidwifeandthatrWoman remain*d at Home. 
Heavens ! . How great was my ſurprize ! be- 
yond' what can be deſcrib*d., I tlipt into her 
Bed-Chamber privately, hiding my ſelf be- 
hind the Hangings, . where I-beheld ail that 
paſs'd. My' Rage was like to have made 
me commur ſome Extravagance,. when my 
Intelligencer approach*d, . laying, Her Lady 
kadiperceiv<& me, and deſir*d-to {peak with 
me: , This Meſſage did (if poſſible). increaſe 


my:Amazement. 1s ſoz, {aid I, zz 4 condi: | 
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tion ta ſee mr; ' and does: fhe lefire T ſhould treat 
her accord;z7 to her Deſerts * However, a Cuz 
riolity-of :knowing what {he could {ay for 
her, {elf,, . made me draw: near to. her Bed': 
When ſhe told me, /.in a :languiſhing Tone z 
Sir,” It wks by'my Order you came hither,” to let 
304: ſee, that: had not your Obſt inacy hindred my 
Mar riage with the Prince, you had not yecerved 


- this Tronble. Now you find how - wKcable' x 


Creature you have made your - Applie#ons. to, 
«nd how little worthy of 'your” Kjnaneſ7. I Te- 
mair'd dumb for a long'time, - after 'which, 
At leait, Madam, dT, tet me know the happy 
Father.. That, ſhe reply'd,-will be'no great 
Advantage to. you + It is fs ancient, "you fee, T 
ans unwilling to deceive you; 'T had not beets 
ſo ſcrupulons, - had you been of another Charditer, 
but your Behaviour has: been--ſo honourable and 
reſpeciful that T could never have the Heart to 
abuſe you : Farewel, and conſider now whether 
Tam a fit Bride for - you. 3 

- The manner wherein ſhe ſpoke mov'd my 


' Compaſſion, which made me loath to leave 


her. - However, Ireturn'd Home, and threw 


_ my ſelf upon the Bed, ſcarcely believing the 


Adventure real, bur that it was'a Dream; 
for T had ſtriftly obſerv'd that Lady's Carri- 
ape, ' and never had any ground for the Taft 
Suſpicion. I was diſtracted with a thouſand 
Thoughts, but with none ſo much as the 


| Deſire of knowing by whom ſhe had that 


Child. 
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Child. To fatisfie my Curioſity, I waited 
on her, as ſoon as I thought ſhe might ad- 
mit of my Viſits, not doubting'in the leaſt, 
after what T was already acquainted with, 
ſhe dar'd conceal any thing from me. = 


She ſpoke firſt, telling me, TI had a great- 


er Share in her Misfortune than I imagin'd, 
and that the only occaſion of it, was her too 
great Lovefor me. This appear'd.to me 
very..odd, and T.fancy'd the whole Story 


would bea Riddle. . I deſir'd her to proceed ; 


then ſhe infornyd-me, She had: lov'd me 
with the deepeſt Paſſion; and, to her Sor- 
row, my Reſpects had kept me at too great 
a Diſtance, | ſince ſhe: earneſtly -wilh'd I 
would have forc'd that Favour from her 
which ſhe was but too inclinable to grant. 
'That, one Day, being in this amorous Diſpo- 
ſition, my Page brought her a Letter. 

There ſhe ſtopp'd, and left .it to me to 
gueſs the reſt. Truly the Task was not very 
difficult, and I now began to find ſome Pro- 
bability in the thing, eſpecially when I call'd: 
to mind, That I had abſerv'd my Page ſhew- 
ed her an extraordinary Reſpect, which I 
Had imputed to his Deſire of pleaſing me. TI 

ueſtion'd not but he had enjoy'd her often, 
or when once a Woman yields, ſhe ſcruples 
not a Repetition, 


Now 
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Now I began to have a very mean Opini- 
on of her ; : and taking no notice of her pre- 
tended Kindneſs for me, I told her, She had 
extreamly undervalwd her ſelf; and the beft 
advice I could give her, was, To marry the 
Page. Which ſaid, I left her. - 

Two or Three Hours after, I receiv'd a 
Letter ; wherein ſhe madegreat Complaints, 
That I ſhould uſe her ſo ill, who was my 
ſelf the chief Cauſe of her AMiction : - And, 
inthe Concluſion, earneſtly begg'd me never 
to diſcover her Folly. TI return'd no anſwer, 
but have faithfully kept the Secret. I dif- 
charg'd my Page, who was big enough to 
ſerve his Prince and Country, and reſoly*d 
never to think of my Miſtreſs more. Her 
Looſeneſs was not ſo much the Cauſe of my 
Averſion, as her want of Conduct; for I 
could never pardon her Simplicity, 1ndifco- 
vering to me a Secret, from whom, of all 
Men living, ſhe ought to have conceaPd it. 


. She, on the contrary, thought {he had done 


an heroick Action, and had oblig'd me high- 
ly. TI leave it to the Reader to determine 
which of us was in the Right, but, for my 
part, I ſhall never adviſe a Lady to own her 
Amours either to her Husband or Lover. 
Whea it was known that I forbore. viſit- 
ing her, the World imagin'd it to be a Conſe- 
quence of the DiſſatisfaCction I hadat her pro- 


poſing to marry the Prince , -and wg 
that 
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that Opinion to prevail. | - I know not whe- 
ther ſhe .continu'd her. Intriegue' with the 
Page, but, about a Twelvemonth after, a 
oreat Favourite made a Match between her 
and one of his Relations; who was eldeſt 
Son to a Noble and Ancient Family, from 
whom ſhe has ſince been pm—_ and is 
grown the moſt lewd and infamous Woman 
at Court. SY | 

It. was certainly my evil Planet that go- 
vern'din this laſt Amour, for inſtead of the 
Fortune J expected, it put me'to great Ex- 
pence and Trouble;*/which made me once 
more damn the Female Sex. 


T reſolv'd to court. them no more, but in 
railery, and the 'firſt attempt T made of 
that kind, was? with one, who had been 
Mittrels to a great Lord at Court, wherein 
her Repuration had ſuffer'd, and whoſe Vi- 
ſits ſhe was oblig'd to ſhun, to avoid a far- 
ther 'Cenſure. She endeavour'd to perſuade 
me,: 'That ſhe had wholly left him for my 
ſake, which, TI only pretended at firſt to be- 
lieve. But who can refift the Artifices of a 
deceitful Woman ? 'She ſeem'd fo indiffer- 
ent not only as to that Lord, but to all the 
World beſides my felt, that T thought ſhe 
had a fincere AﬀeCQtion for me. The Lady 
being extreamly beautiful, and very ingent- 
ous, I was pleas'dat having fix'd ona Perſon 

> | Ol 


tr} 5 
of that CharaCter, and four@, that infpight 
of all my Reſolutions, 'T was running into-a 
Relapſe. My firſt Endeavoiir was to inſpire 
her with a more nice andrefnwd Paſſion than = 
ſhe had till then been ſenſible of; 'arid/ſhe ap- 
pear'd ſo traftable, that Ithought 'my Preath: 
ing had wrought an unfeign'd Converſion ft 
her. | & Fe fo + 45000 <LI iy 

A neighbouring exid'' Prince was then at 
the Frexch Court, and beifig'a great admirer 
of the fair Sex, it was thought he wanted 
not for Miſtrefſes. I had a''great Intereſt'in 
him, having often been a Sharer in his Plea- 
ſures. One of my Friends, who alſo ſome- 
times accompany*d him, told me ; "That an 
unknown Woman had addreſs'd her ſelf to 
him, about a very pleafant Buſineſs; which 
was, ' hat a'great Lady at Court was willin: 
to preſent any Perſon with Four Kindred 
Piſtols, that would procure her a private 
Meeting with-that Prince. T reply4d, Four 
hundred Piſtols were worth the looking after, 
and bid him afſure the Woman, That 1 
would ſpeak to the King; which IT did the 
next day, and he readily embracfd the Pro- 
poſal. My Friend follow*d my Directions, 
and it Was agfteed the interveiw ſhould be in 
a Houſe near Paris, where that Prince ſhould 
| go IzcognHts; She thereupon paid him down 
one half of 'the Mony, promiſing he ſhould 
have tlie reſt,” 'when the Buſineſs was oun 
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'The King accordingly came to the Ren- 
dezvous, attended by none but a Lord 
of his own Nation, my Friend, and my 
felf. As ſoon as we were arrivid, the Wo» 
man, who was entruſted with this Negotia- 
tion, entreated his Majeſty to fake no Body 
with him, becauſe the Lady defir'd to con- 
ceal her ſelf : He only permitted the Lord 
to follow him, and bid my Friend and I 
wait for himat ſome diſtance. A little while 
after the King cameto us, and told us, 'T hat 
the Lady knowing we were there, would 
not be perſuaded to _y but was already 
gone, giving as a Reaſon, that ſhe knew 
me to be the moſt talkative Man 1n the 
World, and that I could not keep a Secret. 
I wondred any Lady in Frazce ſhould have 
{uch a Thought of me, ſince my Character 
was quite otherwiſe; and therefore ask*d 
his Majeſty, What manner of Perſon ſhe 
was? To which he anfwer'd, He would 
ſhew her me, for he knew ſhe went often 
to Court, and that this was not the firſt time 
he had ſeen her Face. 


Thfee or four Days after, being at the 


Fair of S. Germains, with my Mittreſs, who 
I believd, lov©d me with all imaginable Fi- 
delity; IT met that King, who, ſmiling, 
whiſperd in my Ear, That the Lady I led 
was the aforeſaid Party. Obſerving that ſhe 
had taken natice of our whiſpering, I ac- 
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quainted her with what that Prince had ſaid; 
at which ſhe ſeemed not much ſurpriz*d, but 
ask'd me: Why? Did you not know it? 1 
could not think of a more fit Revenge, for your 
baſeneſs in ſelling your Miſtreſs; I am very 
well ſatisfied, and ſo you ought to be, ſince the 
Mony has been paid you punttaally. Oh! Per- 
fdrous, T reply*d, who could have ſuſpeited 
you capable of ſuch an Ation? Take my Ad- 
vice, {aid ſhe, and be ſilent, . we are even 4s 
to that Point ; and if it was mean in me to pro- 
fiitute my ſelf to a Prince I low, it is a greate 
er Reproach to you, that you ſhould have deli- 
ver'd up your Miſtreſs for Four Hundred 
Piſtols. | 

| 7 wondred at her Temper and Preſence of 
Mind, while Paſſion almoſt provok*d me; to 
affront her in the open Street. But Women 
endure a Conviction of Falſhood with more 
—_ and leſs Shame than Men can 
0, 


I broke off wholly with her, and acquaint- 
d the King with her Treachery. He ſeem- 
& to be concern'd that I ſhould loſe my 
Miſtreſs on his account ; but, however he 


[proceeded in his Amour, I look*d on it with 
2 great Unconcernedneſs, and this Indifte- 


rency perſuaded me that I did not love her. 
While I us'd to viſit her, I often ſaw one of 
her Friends with her, who had a Daughter 

Ki about 
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about Sixteen or Seventeen Years old, whom 
ſhe itill boarded in a Nunnery, but ſent for 
home ſome times. This Maid was really 
Handſom, and had a great Stock of Wit. I 
often convers'd with her, but ſhe was 
young, that I never ventur*d to tell her ſeri 
ouſly of my Inclination for her: Neither 
did I gueſs at hers for me, till ſhe diſcover 
it ina Letter, wherein ſhe expreſs*d her con- 
cern molt tenderly for a {light Indiſpoſition] 
had. Hoping, thatafter all the Tricks Wo- 
men had Play me, TI might now ſafely rely 
on a young Creature, who ſeem*d to follow 
the Dictates of her Heart. Treturn*d a Pat 
ſionate and grateful Anſwer ; and 'I wo or 
Three Days after receiv'd a Reply; by 
which I was deſir©d to ſtay at Home till Ten 
the next Morning. I could not imagine to 
what end ſhe made me that Requeit, and 
did not in the leaft expect ſhe would have 
come to {ee me. Yet ſhe did, teling me 
She had given the Slip to one of her Rela 
tions, who had ftetchid her from the Con- 
vent. It may well be _—_— I was charm: 
ed with this Action, and that my Flame ws 
not a little augmenred by it ; ſhe tarry*d not 
long, th»: her Couzin, who was in a Church 
hard by, might not miſs her. The net 
Morning I receivd a very. endearing Letter 
irom her, and fora Month afterwards I ne& 
ver faild of one every Day, in the ſame 
{train, 
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ſtrain, and T anſwer'd them with all the 
Love I could expreſs. Thot I had great 
Reaſon to be fond of her, and believe ſhe 
was ſo of me, yet I durſt not viſit her in 
her Nunnery, for ſhe had enjoyn*d the con- 
trary, telling me, It would bring her into a 
reat deal of Trouble ; and that ſhe was de- 
'rousour Correſpondence ſhould be a ſecret ; 
ſo that ſending and receiving Letters was all 
the Courtſhip I could make. 

This had laſted a Month when ſhe wrote 
to me, That ſhe was oblig*d to give it over, 
being perſuaded that it wasa great Sin. Her 
Letter almoſt diſtracted me, and fearing it 
was not {ufficient for me to write, I own*d 
my Love to an Acquaintance of her's and 
mine, whom I conjur*d to affiſt me. 

The Lady having been with her, told me 
the Scruple ſhe ſeem*©d to have, was but a 
Pretence, and that the true Reaſon (as much 
as ſhe could apprehend by her Diſcourſe) was, 
That ſhe had a new Gallant. I eaſily be- 
liev4d it ; however, Lentreated her to return 
once more, and endeavour to reclaim her ; 
but the young Minx would not own any 
thing of it, only ſhe wrote to me, That there 
had been a great Struggle betweeft her Devo- 
tion and her Love, but that the former had 
prevaild : And, beſides, ſhe could no longer 
doat on a Man whom {he could not fee, and 
who, belides, had a "Thouſand more Mi- 
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ſtreſs. The Style of this Letter was a great- 
er Proof that ſhe had forſaken me, than her 
telling me ſo; for let all poſſible Care be ta- 
ken to make a Bzlet Doaux ſoft and amorous, 
it i5no longer {c than while the Heart directs 
the Hand. This confirmd my Thoughts 
of her Falſhood : But how it humbled me, 
when I underſtood it was her Father*'s Yalet 
ae Chambre whom ſhe had prefer*d before 
me ! 

However, T was ſo great a Dotard, that 
I endeavour*d to find Excuſes for her Frailty; 
and imagining the free Acceſs he had to her, 
as Parent's Meſſenger,was the occaſion of her 
Change, I reſfolv*d to procure my {elf the 
Advantage of ſeeing her as often. I confeſs 
it was not over honourable to perſiſt in loving 
one, whoſe ſordid Soul could ſtoop: to fuch 
a Man's Addrefles ; but I had no occaſion to 
be very jealous, ſince his Viſits could reach 
no farther than the Grate ; nor did I think 
it ſo great a Wonder for a Maid of her Age 
to be wavering in her Lover's Abſence, © but 
rather blam*d my own Negligence, fince I 


might have found out a Thouſand Ways'of 


being admitted to her. f 
Immediftely T thought of one, and-hav- 
ing diſguis*d my ſelf like a Footman, enquir4d 
for her, as 1t {ent from her Mother. She 
preſently knew me, and expreſſed ſo much 
Joy tor having given her that Proof of my 
7 Aﬀection, 
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Aﬀection; that T expected the Tranſport ſhe 
was 1n, -would have depriv'd her of. her 
Senſes. How often did the repeat, Alas ! 
15. tt poſſible. you ſhould leve me ſtill? T could 
never have thanght it. How happy am I! Well, 
I ſhall dye with Pleaſure. + | 

Thele Raptures, which ſeen'd very na- 
tural, did fo bewitch me, that I was no lon- 
ger angry. at her Falſhood, only tenderly 
mentioned it, and ſhe acknowledg'd her 
Civility had'encourag'd that Mar's Boldnels, 
but vow*'d ſhe would never have endur'd his 
Infolence, had fhe not been: provok'd to it 
by the Indifterency ſhe fancy'd I had for her ; 
and that, as a Confirmation. of. her Averfion 
to him, ſhe would cauſe him to be kilPd, or 
{tab him her ſelf, if Idefird it. I told her, 
I expected not ſo barbarous an Aſſurance; and 
that I ſhould be fatished with her ayaiding 
his Converſation ; on which {he made mea 
— Proteſtations of her future Fide- 
itY. | 
This gave me an unexpreflible Pleaſure, 
and I was extaſied at the Thoughts of being 
the only Poſleſſor of her Heart. | 

Before I left her,I gaveher a Lecture about 
Conſtant Love : But having ſpoke neyer a 
Word of Matrimony, ſhe ask*d me, It 1 
did not think her a Match good enough 2 I 
reply*d, I did not believe her Friends would 
marry herſo young ; and, beſides, I fear'd 
| L 3 her 
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her Fortune! being much above mine, TI 
ſhould certainly be deny*d, if: T pretended 
to ask their Conſent. Mell! .and what need 
have we of Friends? ſaid ſhe,' De get out of 
the Convent, and. meet you when:and-where you 
pleaſe : Then they muFt comply. 'T repreſented 
to her, It was ſafer to wait a little, and in 
the mean while I would procure ſome Perſon 
to inſinuate the Matter to her Mother, ata 
diſtance, in order to try: her' Pulſe. She 
ſeem'd better ſatisfied at theſe Words, - but 
would. not let me go till I had folemnly pro- 
mis'd to make her my Wife. 
She was, indeed, ſo great a Fortune, that 
there was a Match concluding between her 
and one of the firſt Quality, and all the ne- 
ceſlary Preparations being ready, ſhe was ta- 
ken out of the Nunnery, and it was gene- 
rally reported, ſhe was going to marry-the 
Duke ae ——But ſhe plainly told her 
Mother , that ſhe would never have him, 
becauſe ſhe was engaged to me. '2 
Thais {urpriz'd her, for our Intriegue had 
been kept "ay ſecret: But the Match in 
Hand being already agreed on, by the Re- 
lations on both Sides, her Mother command- 
ed her never to think more of me, which if 
ſhe did, ſhe ſhould lead the remainder of her 
Life in a Cloiſter. "This Threat was a great 
ſhock to her Reſolution ; but what more 
induc'd her to comply with her Parents De- 
7 ſires, 
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fires, was the Sight of her intended Hus- 
band ; whom ſhe fell deſperately in Love 
withal at the firſt View, and marry'd him 
the next Day. 

She had before inform'd me by a Letter of 
what her Mother had ſaid, and that the only 
means I had left was to ſteal her, as ſhe was 
going to Church, aſſhgning me the Time 
and Place. It was not without ſome Relu- 
Ctancy that Tundertook it, but the Proſpe& 
of a good Fortune, and an affectionate Wite, 
made me wave all my Scruples, and having 
taken all neceſſary Meaſures, I came to the 
Church-Door in a Coach. Jult as I arrivd, 
the Ceremony was beginning, fo that I took 
her Project of running away with me for a 
meer Banter, ſince I thought it impoſſible her 
Mind ſhould alter ſo ſuddenly. This I fo 
highly reſented, that T was not ſorry for 
loſing her, and remain'd preſent during all 
the Service; which was taken as a great 
Aﬀront by her Friends, who have ever ſince 
appear'd my Enemies on all Occaſions ; for 
I could never come to a right Underſtandin 
with them, nor with my Unfaithful Miſtreſs, 
who ſeem'd not to have ſeen me; and indeed, 
I believe, did not, her whole Mind being 
poſſeſſed-with her Bridegroom. 

Some will wonder, perhaps, that ſhould 


not ſeek to Revenge my {elf for her Trea- 


chery ; but Love being, in my Opinion, the 
"7 re 4 freeſt 
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freeſt thing in the World, I never thought 
a Gentleman ought to reſent thoſe Injuries, 
I muſt confeſs, IT have not always been ſo mo- 
derate on that account, as wall be ſeen by 
the ſequel of my Lite. "ay 


Being thus jilted by this laſt Miſtreſs, 

I believ'd it now impoſſible for me to expe- 
rience the Sweets of a real and fincere Amour, 
and that made me very moroſe to a Sex I be- 
gan both to hate and deſpiſe. But what ſur- 
priz'd me, was, the more I affronted them, 
the more complaiſant and obliging they were 
to Mme. | | | 
 T did hy this Carriage gain the Eſteem of 
a Lady, my Acquaintance with whom was 
occaſion'd by a very odd Accident. This 
Lady had ſo henpeck*d her Husband, that 
ſhe had reduc'd hum to a meer Changling, 
through her imperious Treatment. Being 
- very handſom, and abſolute Miſtreſs of her 
Condu&, moſt young Courtiers had In- 
triegues with her , and ſhe was famous for 
changing her Lovers every Quarter. I 
could not forbear letting fiy a ſcurrilous Jeſt 
or two againſt her ; which ſhe hearing of, 
made great Complaints, inſomuch that one 
Day, being by chance in her Company, ſhe 
abus'd me in 2 moſt affronting manner,which 
I return'd with Intereſt. This made a great 
Nojſe, and every one blam'd my _— 
OW.” which 
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which indeed I could not excuſe. T was ad- 
visd to give her ſome Satisfaction, but my 
Reſentment was too great, and, on the con- 
trary, I ug'd all the means I could to expreſs 
my Contempt of her. q 

The Iſſue was far from what I ſhould 
have expeCted, for inſtead of her Hatred T 
gaind her Friendſhip. A Lady, who knew 
us both, defir'd meto meet her at her Houſe, 
aſſuring me I ſhould not repent it. TI could 
but expect a ſecond Scene of Bz/lingſpate, 
which made me unwillingly confent. 

She came there, and began to weep, ſay- 
ing, She was an unhappy Woman to be thus 
hated by the only Man ſhe loved. This 
ſomewhat mollified me, and before we part- 
ed we were made ſuch good Friends, that T 
became an afſiduous Viſitant. She diſcarded 
all her Loyers, but ſeeing {he paid a blind 
Obedience to all T required of her, T began, 
to treat her with more Complacency. This 
was an occaſion of her admitting more Ad- 
mirers, and my Paſſion began at laſt to cool, 
eſpecially when I underſtood ſhe repreſented 
me as too good natur'd, and one whoſe eafie 
Temper made me unhappy with my Mi- 
ſtrefles. Yo | 


While I had this Intriegue, the Queen Mo- 
ther impriſon'd the Prince of Coxae, and the 
[ntereſt my Brother and I had in him, hav- 
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ing rais'd a Suſpicion of us, he advis'd me 
to retire to Polazd, where my Children and 
Eſtate might need my Preſence. I took his 
Counſel, leaving him at Paris, much puzPd 
how to diſcharge, at once, his Duty to the 
Queen and his Obligation to the Prince ; and 
began my Journey, imagining I had too 
much Experience ever to be over-reach'd by 
2 Woman, but I was {till the ſame Man, 
and more expos'd than ever to their Tres 
chery, as we {hall ſee in the following part 
of theſe Memoirs. 


_ 
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OF THE 


Compiled by 


Monſieur SAINT E. 
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I— 


——_—— 


Heidelberg, about the latter End of 


[ Paſſed through Germany, and arrived at 


April. It was Twoor Three Years af- 
ter Prince Charles Lewis of Bavaria's 
having been reſtor'd to his EleQtorate. His 
Amours are fo well known, that the Reader 


may cally judge, Gallantry was no Stran 


ger 
to 
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to his Court; and that T could ſcarce avoid 
there the Dangers from which I delign'd to 
keep my ſelf free. But indeed thoſe IT met 


with, were {uch as I could never have fore-.. 


feen, and which I therefore eſcap'd with the 
more Difficulty. 


Among her Ele&oral Highneſs's Retinue, 
was a very hand{ome Frenchwoman, who 
neither knew” what part of "France ſhe was 
born in, nor who were her Parents. All 
the Account ſhe could give of her felf was, 
That one of herCountry-women had brovgtt 
her into Germany when ſhe was yet but 'Len 
Years old ; who for a long Time was taken 
for her Mother, but on her Death-Bed de- 
clar'd, that ſhe had only been entruſted with 
her, and did not {fo much as know who {ſhe 
belong'd to. For this Reaſon they called her 
the Lady Errant ; a Name which ſhe had in- 
deed a good Title to, as we ſhall ſee anon. 

The great . Character I had of her Wit 
and Beauty, made me delire to know her; 
whom, accordingly, I ſought an Opportu- 
nity to- ſee, and we preſently grew acquaint- 
ed. I percerv4d: ſhe ſtood much upon her 
Quality, for having the Liberty to chuſe 
what Friends ſhe would, ſhe had pitch*d on 


very conſiderable ones, and confidently aſ- 
ſur'd, that ſhe was Daughter to a Prince and 
Princeſs, who, far certain Reaſons belt 
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known to her ſelf, had conceaPd her in Gey- 
many. T thought it was in Jeſt that ſhe pre- 
tended to {o illuſtrious a Pedigree, butat my 
Third or Fourth Viſit found ſhe was in earn- 
eſt; and ſhe alſo inform®'d me, That her 
Nativity had been calcilated, and that the 
Aſtrologer had aſſur'd her, ſhe ſhould go 
into Poland, where ſhe would meet with 
her Friends,. and a Husband ſuitable to her 
Birth. In theſe Hopes ſhe liv'd, expeCting 
kind Heaven would give her an Opportunity 
of accompliſhing her Deſtiny, by affording 
-- the means to make a Voyage to War- 
aw. 


| - Hearing I was bound thither, ſhe fancy'd 


the happy Hour was come; and offer©d to ac- 
company me. At firſt I thought ſhe rally'd, 
but ſeeing her very ſerious upon it, I repre- 
ſented to her, That the Electrefs treated her 
ſo kindly that it were Folly and Ingratitude 
to leave her ; that I was oblig*d to ride Poſt, 
and therefore ſhe could not Rep Pace with 
me ; and that both her Reputation and mine 
would ſuffer by ſuch -an A@tion : But ſhe 
would not be diſſuaded from it, and reply*d, 
She was reſolv*d to follow: me. 

Then I found my Error, in having too 
raſhly engag*d my {elf with that Woman ; 
tor I mult confeſs, that entic'd by the eaſie 
acceſs I had to her, and the Beauty ſhe was 
Miſtreſs of, T had warmly courted her. She, 

| thinking 
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thinking my Love real, had rely'd on the 


Addrefles I made to her, only for my Diver- - 


ſion, and did not imagine I could have de- 
ny*d her any thing. | 

How to get rid of her I knew not : At 
laft T thought T might do if, by finding out 
ſome real Lover of hers, who would hard- 
ly bear her Abſence. This was ſoon done, 
and I underſtood that a raw German Lord 
had a ſincere AﬀeCction for her, and would 
have marry*d her, had not the Electoreſs op- 
pos'd his being match'd to one ſo much be- 
flow him. I refolv'd to make him jealous, 
and to that end feem'd more affiduous than 
before; and fearing that was not enough for 
his dull Apprehenſion, I caus'd him to be 
warn'd by a Friend of mine, that I was as 
likely as any one to rob him of his Miſtreſs, 
and he had beſt not only watch her himſelf, 
bur alſo deſire the Electoreſs to have her ob- 
ferv'd. I knew not whether this would 
take, for my Germaz did not ſeem the more 
diligent for it, only he open'd wide a pair of 
heavy gogling Eyes upon me, whenever it 
was our Fortune to be together. In the mean 
while it grew time forme to be gone, and 
having, asT thought, diſſuaded her from it, 
I ſet forwards, for my intended Journey ; 
but was ſcarce T'wo Leagues off, when. be- 
ing oblig'd to ſtay for the Shoeing of one of 


my Horſes, I was overtaken by Two Horlſe- 
men, 
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men. Tt was no little Surprize to me, to ſee 


| that one of them was the Lady Errant in 


Man's Cloaths ; 'but more, that the other 
ſhould be her Germany Gallant. He ſaid no 
more to me than heus'd to do, only ſtar'd at 
me with all his Might, * while ſhe told me, 
That upon my {ſ{crupling to take her with 
me, {ſhe had perſuaded him to attend her, 
that ſhe hop'd I would not refuſe them my 
Company during the reſt of the Journey. 

T fear'd left my having been'one of her 
Adorers, while at Heidelberg, ſhould make 
People think T had run away with her ; and 
beſides, I could not but foreſee that ſhe 
would have been a very troubleſome Com- 
panion. I was, on the other Hand aſtoniſhÞd 
to ſee her Lover, who was a Man of the 
firſt Quality, m ſuch a Dreſs, and without 
Attendance, and (which increas'd my Won- 
der) ready to wait on her into ſo far diſtant 
a Country, while {he would have the Com- 
pany of a Man whom hemulſt needs look on 
as a Rival. Growing impatient to know 
the meaning of it, I took him aſide, and 
asked what was his Deſign, and how TI 
might be ſerviceable to him. He made me 
2 very low Bow, and anſwerd me with 
great Reſpect, That my Highneſs did him 
too great an Honour, 1in chuſing him for an 
Husband to the Princeſs my Siſter. It may 
well be imagin'd I was ftruck with amaſe- 

ment 
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ment at his Diſcourſe; but it was ſoon oyer, 
for, by what I knew of his Miſtreſs, I ſoon 
ouels'd at the Trick ſhe put upon him. | 

However, to be better inform'd, I deſir'd 
him to unriddle himſelf, and underſtood ſhe 
had made him believe, T hat I was her Bro- 
ther, and Prince d4——-——, who had been 
oblig*d to go under a wrong Name at ez 
delberg, for the ſame Reaſons as. had alſo put 
her under a Neceſſity of concealing her Qua- 


lity ; and had promisd, If ſhe would come 


with me into Poland, to marry them toge- 
ther, and carry her into France, with an At- 
tendance ſuitable to her Quality: One may 
calily gueſs by what I have ſaid, that my 
German Lord was no Conjurer ; However, 
when TI had undeceiv'd him, the Shame of 
having been ſuch an Idiot, ſo animated him, 
that he ated like a Man of Senſe tho? not 
likea Man of Honour, and brought me into 
farther 'T rouble. 

HisReſentment got the better of his Love, 
and poſting back to the City, he left me in 
Charge with the Lady Errant; who was 
more obſtinate than ever to give me the 
i rouble of her Company, tho? I abſolutely 
refus'd it; telling her, If ſhe tarry'd there 
any longer, I would return to Hezaelberg, 
and make her Folly known to all ils 
World. 
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She was not one that would eaſily quit her 
Hold, bur, ſeeing Intreaties could not Pre- 
vail, ſhe begg'd of me with Tears, That 
1 would affiſt her in the fulfilling her Deſtt- 
ny. . I hope the Reader will excule my 
Weakneſs, conſidering the Force of thole, 
when erickling down a beautiful Face. I 
confeſs, my Heart began to relent, and LI 
ſhould certainly have comply'd with her, 
had I not been prevented ; which 1hews, 
that let a Woman be never ſo great a Fool, 
ſhe {till has Wit enough to make one of 4 
Man. | L 
While this Diſpute laſted, in which the 
Victory began to incline of her ſide, we ſaw 
a Company of Horſemen, who, coming uP 
to us, ſ{eriz'd on her, and told me, That his 
Electoral Highneſs would willingly have an 
account of the Reaſons I had to run away 
with her. This was asmuch as tofay, That 
they arreſted me 1n his Name ; fo I went 
dong with them, without putting them to 
the Trouble of a tore rough Complement; 
and came to Heydelberg ; where every one 
bok*'d on me as the Author of her Flight : 
For the German, aſhan'd of having given 
Credit to the Extravagancies ſhe had told 
im, was .the moſt forward in publiſhing; 
That T had perſuaded her, thus d:{guisd, to 
xcompany me; thinking thereby to ſave 
tis 6wrt Eretlit: for he was return'd before 
iv? his 
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his Abſence had been taken Notice of, 

T ſure had Reaſon to curſe my ill Fortune, 
on this account, 1t being now the Third or 
Fourth Time in my Lite, that I had been, 
tho? innocent, ſuſpected of ſtealing Women. 
A Man mult take great Care how he engages 
himſelf with Strangers, for it often happens 
that by being too officious to them he hazards 
his own Quiet and Safety. 

I gave the Elector a faithful account of 
what had paſs'd, and he readily believ'd me, 
and laughing heartily at the German Lord's 
Simplicity, aflurd me, That he would do 
his Endeavours to help him to the Wite he 
had ſo great a Mind to. 

Then I had leave to depart, but fell fick 
by the way, and ſpent above Six Weeks in 
my Journey. TI underſtood, before my arri- 
val at Warſaw, That the only Perſon | 
fear'd, was dead fome Days ſince. The Res 
ders Memory may ſoon ſuggeſt to him, That 
it was the Poyſoning and Daggering Lady 
that I ſtood in {uch awe of. She had, ſince 
my leaving her, marry*d the Lord I had 
ſurpriz<d her with, and (as it was com- 
monly reported) being weary of her Hus 
band, defign*d to have poyſon*d him, but he 
was too hard for her at her own Weapons 
and prevented her. 


King 
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King Ladiſlaus had been dead ever ſince 
the Year 1648. and his Brother Prince Caſs- 
ir, had ſucceeded him, as well in the En- 
joyment of his Queen as in that of his King- 
dom. I found her Majeſty with Child, and 
rcady to lyein ; ſhe told me, I came in a ve- 
ry good Time, for 'I'wo Reaſons: One, to 
deliver my Brother out of the Trouble he 
had brought himſelf into, and then, to 
comfort a poor afflicted Gentlewoman, who 
had had recourſe to her, and rmade great 
Complaints of me. 

I was acquainted in the whole, that my 
Brother had procur'd Himſelf many Ene- 
mies, by his Raſh and Inconſiderate Beha- 
viour, eſpecially 1n his Amours, infomuch 
that he was forbid coming to Court. And, 
as for the Lady, TI underitood, by the De- 
ictiption was given of her, thas it was my 
Heidelberg Miitreſs, who was arriv'd into 
Polazxd almoſt a Fortnight before. 

The Queen inform'd me, That ſhe had 


given out, Thad promis'd to marry her, and 


having obtain'd my Deſire, had ungratefully 
forſaken her. T fatisfied her Majeity 1n that 
particular, and gave her a true account of 
all T knew of her ; then her Majelity let me 
know further, That the King began to be 
in Love with her; at which. I was glad, 
hoping ſo potent a Rival might deliver me 
irom her Impertinence. | 
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The Story of her leaving Heydelberg runs 
thus. After her Return, the Elector endea- 
vour'd to marry her to her ſtupzd Germaz 
Lover; but having lets Wit than he, and 
{till fondly perſuaded that her Stars directed 
her to Polana, ſhe refus*d ſo good an Offer. 
The Blockhead, eager in his Purſuit, and 
aſhiſted by his Prince, caus'd her to be con- 
fir'd, thinking by that means to make her 
comply ; but ſhe found a way to eſcape, 
and, having put on Man's Cloaths, came to 
Warſaw, with a Woman whom {he had per- 
{uaded to accompany her under the ſame 
Diſguiſe. Being arriv'd there, ſhe enquir'd 
for me, whom not finding, {he thought of 
the fine Story ſhe had told the Queen. But 
the King's Aﬀection for her, gave her other 
Thoughts, and ſhe look*'d upon ut as the 
Forerunner to her tuture Glory. 

We chanc'd to meet not long after, but 
with the ſame Indifferency as tho' we had 
never ſeen one another, and the feign'd Pro- 
miſe, nor the Adventures at Heyadetberg were 
not once mention'd in our Converſation. I 
found her free from all thoſe Extravagancies; 
ſhe was now grown as ſenſible as ſhe was 
fair, and I muſt conftefs I never ſaw a Wo- 
man morecharming. She made me the Con- 
dent of her Intriegue with the King, which 
brought me into freſh Misfortunes. 
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The Queen being as jealous of this, as ſhe 
had been of her former Husband, would 
haye had me acquaint her with all T knew 
of their Amour ; but I, loath to be an In- 
tormer, and fearing to diſpleaſe her, in re- 
fuling to obey her Commands, pretended I 
had an Intriegue with her my felt, and that 
the King had wholly forſaken her, "The 
Confidence her Majeſty repos'd in me, made 
her give more Credit to what I ſaid, rhan to 
the Advices {he had of the King's Faiſhool1; 
and ſhe could not forbear acquainting him 
with this Report, ſaying, She wondred how 
People could have ſuch mean "Thoughts of 
him, as to imagine he could loye a Woman I 
entertain'd. 

The effett of this was, that he ſuſpect- 
ing me, orderd his Miitcels to forbear 
ſeeing me. When the Queen underſ{tood 
that I durſt not viſit her, ſhe was convinc'd I 
had-deceiv'd her, and reſented it ſo highly 
that ſhe began to hate me, as much as ſhe did 
her Rival. 

My Brother's wild Conduct had, on the 
other Hand, made our Name odious to the 
Polanders, Having, asT have already faid, 
been oblig'd to quit Fraxce, about a Year and 
a half betore, he came to Warſaw, thinking 
to find me there, where he met with the 
Gentleman, who had been my Second at 
Fenice, Who was but juſt arrivd. The 
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Queen made them a very kind Reception, 
and Prince Cazmrs Election and Marriage, 
having given an occaſion to all ſorts of Pa- 
{times, the Court was ſo much taken up with 
thoſe Divertiſements, that War had for 
. ſome time been wholly laid aſide; fo they 
had not an occaſion of ſerving his Poliſh 
Majeſty againſt the Swedes, to which end 
they {aid they were come, and for want 
of other Employment wholly ſpent their time 
in the Ladies Converſation. All the Parti- 
culars I could hear were, That they had 
tought ſeveral Duels, and that their rude Be- 
haviour to every Woman they lik*d, had at 
laſt oblig*d the Queen to command them to 
core no more to Court; ſo that they con- 
firnd the Opinion Foreigners had then, That 
what the French are moſt famous for (TI mean 
Politenels) is what they leaſt practiſe in their 
Amours ; which Prejudice, I do not ſee that 
thoſe who have travelled ſince have effac'd, 


for it 15 loolkd on as a Miracle to ſee a young 


Frezch Gentleman behave himſelf with Dil- 
Cret1on. 

Tho? I had highly diſoblig'd the Queen, 
yet ſhe made a great Diſtinction between my 
Brother and me; and if ſhe ſeem''d not to de- 
fire me Stay in Polazd, it was becauſe ſhe did 
not think I could be ſerviceable to her there, 
being out of Favour with the King. So 
when T had ſettled my Affairs, TI reſolv*d to 
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be gone, and firſt endeavour'd to perſuade 
my Brother and his Friend to a more decent 
Carriage; butthinking their Credit wholly 
loſt there, they went into Swedelaud, where 


_ they thought they, might ſooner meet with 


an Opportunity of ſhewing their Valour , 
for they were already outlaw*'d in Frazce, 
whither they durſt not return. 

I once.more left Poland, much irthe ſame 
Polture asI had done the Time before, out 
of Favour with the Court, and {till ior a 
Woman's ſake; for my Heidelberg Lady was 
the Cauſe of all this, and had not that un- 
lucky Accident fell out, I ſhould have had a 
great Share in King Caſimir's Aﬀection, 
That Prince was much of the {ſame Genius 
as his Brother, a Foe to Bulineſs,and a Friend, 
nay, I may fay, a Slave to his Pleaſures, but 
Matter of infinitely more Bravery. He was 
not, naturally, daring enough for great Un- 
dertakings, which had given the Queen an 
abſolute Command over his Mind; but when 
once he had reſolv*d upon a thing, he wanted 
not Courage to put it 1n execution. Hais pre- 
dominant Vice was the Love of Women, 
and Conſtancy was what he was little guilty 
of. His natural Levity was encourag'd by 
frequent Remorſes and a Dread, leſt God 
ſhould bring ſome Puniſhment on him tor 
his pai : But it is obſervable, that his 


Deyotion increas'd but as his Love-Fits began 
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to decreaſe, and that he took Religion up 
but when he grew weary of an old Miſtreſs, 
which he would as eaſily lay down again 
when a new one pleasd him better; thus 
was his whole Life a mixture of Piety and 
Gallantry. As for his Converſation, he 
was frank and very Complaiſant ; us only 
Fault was too little a T hirft 

A Polander, who for Glory; and had'not the 
excired a Rebellion 12; ng of Swedeland and * 
Years. Lubomirski diſturb'd his 


quiet, he would have pre- 


ferr'd the Eaſe of a Private Man to the Repu- 


tation of a great Monarch: 

| The Queen had an abſolute Power over 
him, tho? ſhe was ſtill miſtruſtful of her Au- 
thority; not that ſhe wanted Wit, or 
thought her ſelf a Fool, but ſhe fear*d the 
King, being of-ſ6 eaſte a Temper, might 
be wrought upon by others; and ſeeing he 
mutt have Miſtrefſes, ſhe took all poſſible 
Care to give him a diſtate for thoſe, who, 
{he thought might be cunning enough to 
outwit and ſupplant her. i} 

'* Such was then the Poſture of Afﬀeairs in 
Polazd, which I had taken eſpecial notice of; 
for being grown in Age, and conſequently 
more ſerious, I began to obſerve the Cha- 
racers and Intriegues of thoſe I converſed 
with, © | 
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Before I was quite out of that Country I 
met with a new Adventure, wherein I run 
great Hazard of my Lite, -and was a Wit- 
neſs of the moſt barbarous Sight Eyes ever 
beheld, the very Thought of which ftrikes 
my Soul with Horror. Altho my Inclina- 
tion for the fair Sex was the occaſion of the 
ſhare T had in it, yet I cannot herein condemn 
my ſelf, ſince any one who had the leaſt Hu- 
manity or Generoſity would have acted as I 
did. 

I was about T'wo Days Journey from War- 
ſaw, when reſting in a little Town, while 
freſh Horſes were providing for me, Iſpyd 
a Woman 1n a great Diſorder, who running 
towards me, made Signs that I ſhould meer 
her, being almoſt ſpent, and not able to 
reach the Place where I was. Being gone to 
her, ſhe threw her ſelf into my Arms, and, 
before ſhe could ſpeak fainted away. She 
was little, as are moſt of the Po/iſh Women, 
and, in ſpight of the Confuſion ſhe was in, 
it was eafily perceived ſhe was as handſome 
as any that Country affords. Her Beauty 
and Diſtreſs mov©d my Pity ; I carry*d her 
into a little Houſe, where my Servants wait- 
£d, od having laid her down, ſhe reco- 
EY | "7 
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She told us, T hat ſhe was born at Bre/lag, 
and that her Friends had marry*d her to a 
Tartar, who was ſo rude to her, that not be- 
ing able to bear any longer with his 11] Treat- 
ments, ſhe had lett him, and was going to 
Warſaw, where ſhe had ſome Relations, 
who would protect her againſt her ſevere 
Husband. 'That was all ſhe told us at firſt; 
but at laſt ſheown*d, that the Reaſon of her 
running away was, That ſhe had given him 
an Occaſion to ſuſpect her Virtue ; that her 
Lover had accompany*d her in her Flight, 
and being fallen into an Ambuſcade of C ks 
they had murther'd him before her Eyes, 
and that having made her eſcape from them 
alſo, ſhe was {till in great Fear of her Hus- 
band, who, to her Knowledge, was 1n pur- 
ſuit of her. | | 
Indeed my Heart bled to ſee her in that 
wretched condition ; but how to help her 
knew' not, unleſs I carry*d her to War/an, 
which would have been a conſiderable Stop 
to my Journey. However, I thought my 
ſelf oblig'd in Honour and Conſcience to do 
it, and accordigly orderd one of my Men 
to take her up behind him, and to follow me, 
But we had ſcarce rid half a Day, before 
we met with her Husband, who with 'Ten 
or Twelve Tartars more, was in Quelt after 
her. He preſently knew her again, and 


having drawn his Scymeter, came to him 
| who 
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who had her up behind him, threat*ning to 
take away his Life. I ran to his Rehef with 
my Piſtol cock*'d, but the ſuperior Number 
ſoon overpower'd us, and we were robb'd of 
our Charge. I know not whether in -the 
Paſſion he was in, he took me for his Cuck- 
old-maker, but having order'd his Men to 
ſeize me, TI was forc'd into a Stable he had 
already caus'd her to be ſhut into, where T 
beheld his barbarous Revenge. He com- 
manded Four of his Servants: to graſp. her 
tender Limbs, while himſelf began to flea 
her. The miſerable Creature lookt ſome- 
times on me, and amidſt the woful Cries 
that dreadful Pain forc'd from her, did now 
and then put forth ſome Ejaculations, to im- 


plore the Divine Mercy. At laſt her inhu- 


man Husband, ſeeing her dead, threw in 
my Face what he had of her Skin, whence 
I expected to have been us'd in theſame man- 
ner ; Which to prevent, I told him in Po- 
liſh, That T would have him take care of 
what he did ; That I wasa Stranger, wholly 
unacquainted with his Wife, and whom he 
could have no quarrel againſt. 'TIhis made 
him look very earneſtly on me; and, as TI 
ſuppoſe, finding his Miſtake, he did me the 
Favour, having ſet my Men and Baggage at 
Liberty, to turn me out of Doors. 


Indeed 
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Indeed I never was ſeizd with ſo much 
Dread and Horror; it was above Ten Days 
before I could deſtroy the frightful Idea of 
her Puniſhment; and I had fo great an Exe- 
cration for the Tartar, that IT often had, dy- 
ing that Time, a violent Defare, to ſeek out 
_ the Villain, and kill im with mine own 
Hand : But theſe Thoughts did at laſt wear 
off, and gave Way to the Reflexions I 
made 0n the fatal Conſequences which uſu- 
ally attend an unequal Match, and on the 
Miſery Women procure themſelves by their 
fooſe Behaviour. 


I arriv*d at Pars about the latter End of 
January, having ſpent near Ten Months in 
my Journey. About a Fortnight after my 
arrival, the Prince was {et at Liberty, and 
my Brother and I thought we might expreſs 
our Gratitude and Reſpects to him, without 
_ diſobliging the Court : But we ſoon found 
it otherwiſe, and the very firſt Time we 
waited on him, perceiv'd he was contrving a 
a Rebellion. He was of too great a Judg: 
ment not to diſcover the Queen deſign'd to 
to recal the Cardinal, who was then, I think; 
| at Seaay, and openly proteſted, That if he 
return'd into Frarxce, he would fend him out 
faſter than he came in. We well foreſaw 
what would be the Event, and waited not 
long tor a Confirmation of our Fears. My 


Brother 
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Brother did not think fit to follow the 
Prince, but becauſe T was more Maſter of 
my own Actions, he not only conſented to 
my attending him out of the Kingdom, bur 
alſo advis'd me to ſhare in his Fortune; whe- 
ther he ſaw it impoſſible for him to advance 
my Preferment with the Queen, or that be- 
ing defirous to ſee the Prince 1n Favour with 
his Majeſty, he was glad to have a Friend 


with his Royal Highneſs, who ſhould give 


him good Advice. 


Whatever my Brother's Deſign might be, 
Iam ſure I would never have comply*d with 
his Deſires, had I not been glad to leave Pa- 
ris, that T might divert my Melancholy, oc- 
calion'd by the Affliction I had, rhrough the 
Perfidiouſneſs of a new Miſtreſs, I had al- 
ready engag'd with, ſince my Return from 
Poland, This was a troubleſome Intriegue ; 
and ſince that with my Carmelite, none had 
ever prov'd ſo vexatious to me. Indeed it 
afforded me an Opportunity of diſcovering 
new Characters in the Sex, which I had not 
till then been aware of, as may be judged 
from the following Story. 

Near my Lodgings there l1v'd a Woman, 
whoſe Husband was lately dead, but who 
had been ſeparated from him a few Years 
after her Marriage. Every one would have 


| it that her Gallantry had been the only occa- 
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fion of their Divorce, and I was for ſome 
Time of the ſame Opinion ; but being grown 
better acquainted with her, I perceiv'd there 


might other Reaſons and very ſubſtantial 


ones, be given. She was the molt fantaſti- 
cal Woman in the World ; and I think that 
the ill Humour of a Wite is as inſupportable 
as her want of Chaſtity; for tho? ſhe does 
lefs expoie her Husband in Publick; ſhe is a 
orcater Plague to him 1n private. | 

She had a Daughter, who ſhar'd the ſame 
Fate witch her; for they had made it their 
Bargain at parting, That the Father ſhould 
provide for the Boys, and the Daughter 
{hould be left to her Mother's Care. She 
was certainly the worſt "Tutor that young 
Maid could have, not only becauſe of her 
bad Repute, but alſo for the unaccountable 
Sentiments ſhe had on her Daughter's ac- 
count, which till then it never had enter'd 
my Thoughts a Mother could have been 
Fuilty of, This Woman, who was, no 
doubt, well inform''d of the Aſperſions that 
were caſt upon her Honour, was jealous at 
the Praiſe her Daughter might have won, 
by not following her Example; and her 
createſt Care was to engage her into ſome In- 
triegue, which might expole her to a like 
Cenfſure; but through another unaccount- 
able Nicety, ſhe was deſirous that her Daugh- 


ter might lye under the Scandal of Folly y 
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wellas Debauchery, and to that purpoſe was 
very diligent in keeping her from the Com- 
pany of ingenious Men, whoſe Converſation 
might be a Credit to her, and in admitting 
Blockheads. 

Such was this Gentlewoman's Humour, 
which T did not at firft diſcover, thinking 
her encouraging the Addreſles ſome Fools 
made to her Daughter might be grounded 
on the Opinion, That they are leſs danger- 
ous than others. 

The young Lady was very lovely, had a 
brisk flaſhy Wit, but very little Judgment, 
and was of a very violent Temper, and a 
great Indulger of her Paſſions. 

I was at firſt wholly unacquainted with 
either of their Characters, and only viſited 
them, as being agreeable Neighbours, whoſe 
Converſation might prove diverting ; but I 
had not ſeen the Daughter twice, e're I fell 
deep in Love. She receiv'd my Declaration 
in ſuch a manner as increas'd my Flame, 
and we preſently grew as Intimate as if 
we had known each other all our Life- 
Time. 

She told me,  T muſt not give any Jealou- 
fie to her Mother ; and that the old Gen- 
tlewoman ſhould not ſuſpect me, I thus ex- 
cus'd the frequent Vifits I made to her 
Daughter : Firſt, That I did it, to increaſe 
her Knowledge, by giving her a Narration 

® 
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of my Travels, . and then to make a Mitch 
between her and a Relation of mine, who 
was very rich, and was wholly guided by 
me. But this was juſt the Counter-part of 
what I ſhould have done, for her Mother 
was unwilling ſhe ſhould have any Merit or 
be well match'd; and her only wiſh was, 


That ſhe might be thought to want both 


Senſe and Modeſty. 

I foon found I was not welcome; and the 
moſt difobliging Methods in the World were 
us'd to make me underitand it : But whileT 
was ſo ill treated, all poſſible Favour . was 
ſThewn to a Man who poſſeſſed, in a high de- 
gree, all the ill Qualities requiſite to render 
his Acquaintance ſcandalous on all accounts, 
and was therefore ſovereignly accompliſh'd 
for what the Mother deſign'd him. 

He was Five and Fifty; and had ſpent his 
Life under ſo univerſal a Contempt, that I 
never heard any one ſpeak well of him: The 
only good Quality he was famous for, was, 
that he was a very peaceable and quiet Man, 
an Enemy to Quarrels, and willing to put up 
all manner of Affronts rather than draw his 
Sword, which had not hitherto feen the 
Light, tho? he was an Officer. Another va: 
Iuable Qualification was, 'That he was an 
eternal Viſitant, where he once grew ac- 
quainted, eſpecially if it was a Houſe of 
good Eating, and where it might be _—_ 

| he 
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he had ſome Intriegue; for he unwillingly 
parted with his Mony, and was very.ambt- 
tous of being thought in Favour with the 

Ladies. | | | 
Being an old Acquaintance of theirs, I 
wondred not at firit to ſee him fo afſiduous; 
but the Daughter, who ſeent'd to repoſe an 
entire Confidence in me, inforn'd me, That 
he was vehemently in Love with her: I; 
not in the leaſt miſtruſting, that one, T 
thought ſo deſerving could ever ſtoop to have 
a Kindneſs for ſuch a Fop, turn'd his Paſſion 
into ridicule, and only adviſed her to avoid 
being in private with him, leſt ſhe ſhould 
thereby encourage the Vanity of that con- 
ceited Aſs. | LE 
Iqueſtion'd not but her own Inclination 
would have made her hearken to my Advice; | 
but was ſoon ſoon acquainted with the con- 
trary, that ſhe was with him Day and 
Night, and that when the old Woman was 
gone to Bed they fate up together till 'T wo 
or Three in the Morning. I tax'd. her 
with it, which ſhe deny'd in part, and.vow- 
xd what ſhe did was only out of Complai- 
ance to her Mother: Then I found what 
Mettle the old Gentlewoman was made of, 
and by this and ſeveral other Paſſages cafily 
gueſſed at the CharaCtter.I have given of her. 
| imparted my Conjectures to her Daughter, 
Whom I counſelPd; as well as I could; m_ 
N E 
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ſhe ſhouldbehave her ſelf under thoſe griey- 
ous Circumſtances : But my Admonuitions 
came too late; for the Freedom ſhe was al- 
low'd with my old Rival, had fo increas || | 
their Intimacy that I was clean forgotten, || ' 
Uſe makes all things familiar, and an amor. f| 
ous Woman, like an hungry Clown, greedily || 1 
devours all ſhe meets in b Diſh. | 
Tho? I was vex*d beyond Meaſure to ſ& || C 
how matters ſtood, I could not be heartily || . 
angry at my Miſtreſs, and accusd her Me. | 
ther only, but I ſoon underſtood {ſhe was a; 
much to blame. |! 
Being inſenſibly fallen in Love with the 
old Officer, ſhe was afraid T might repreſen F © 
to her Mother the ill Conſequences of ther {| el 
frequent Meetings, and by that means de V 
prive her of the Pleaſure of ſeeing him, with] 
the ſame freedom as formerly. To prevent 0! 
this ſhe reſolv'd to complain firſt, and ac} it 
cordingly told her Mother, "That I continu th 
ally perſecuted her with Declarations of | U 
Love ſhe could not receive. I dare fay my W 
AﬀeCtion for her did not ſo much diſpleat] w 
her Mother, as the good Opinion that old. 
Gentlewoman had of me, for ſhe could na tte 
endure a Gentleman ſhould court her Daugh-f| w! 


ter, deſiring, as I have already ſaid, ine an 
ſhould appear ridiculous in the Choice of her ha! 
Gallants. the 
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The Mother, thereupon, affronted me 
down-right, which.1, not in the leaſt ſu- 
ſpecting my Miſtreſſes Treachery, attributed 
to her uſual Fantaſticalneſs. In the mean 
while ſhe obtain'd her Ends, for the old 
Officer's too frequent Viſits afforded matter 
for ev'ry one's Diſcourſe. The Servants 
ſpoke very ill things, and, in ſhort, it oc- 
calion'd a very great Scandal. 
| I found my Caſe very hard for a Man that 
lov'd Sincerely. Tho? I did not think her as 
baſe as the Town-Talk repreſented her, yet 


| I could not wholly disbelieve what was ſaid ; 


however, out of an increedible Fondneſs, EF 
everywhere took her part, and ſtrove to 
eflace a Report, which I knew was but too 
well grounded. @&=_ ET wy 
_ It was impoſſible ſhe ſhould be ignorant 
df the Zeal I expreſsd for her ; yet whether 


| ſhe was aſham'd of her Pertidiouſneſs, or 


that ſhe fear'd a troubleſome Advice, ſhe 
did not deſign to follow, ſhe ſhunn'd me 
with ſo much Care, that I never could ſpeak 
I knew not what to think of it, for I could 
never imagine that ſhe ſhould be in Love 
with ſo difagreeable a Perſon as my Rival ; 
and, beſides, I had not Courage enough to 
hate her; were it true. Inthe mean whule, 
the Scandal increasd, and it was whiſper'd 
thorte fhe Fas with Child. The Proofs of 
Nsz her 
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her Shame were but too convincing, and I 
found my ſelf in a moſt intricate Dilemma, 
not knowing what to believe, and whether 
to love or hate-her. At laſt, IT thought it 
my beſt way to make no farther Enquiry in- 
to the Matter, but by Abſence to ſeek a Cure 
for my Folly. . By this Motive was I induc'd 
to follow my Brother's Counſels; and, I 
may ſay, this Intriegue gave me more pierc- 
ing Griefs and more ſenſible Aflictions than 
I had till then received. 


In Obedience to my Brother's Commands, 

I attended the Prince, whom I found very 
chagreene, and' much diſſatisfied with the 
Spaniards, The Loſs of Monrond was 1 
great Vexation tohim, and taking me aſide, 
e ask*d/ me what People faid of himat Pars, 
and whether my Brother would not follow 
my Example? I anſwerfd, that both the 
Court and City were wholly devoted to him, 
eſpecially my Brother, whoas a Token d 
his RefpeCt for him, had ſent me to ſerve 
him. He ask'd me further, Whether my 
Brother defign'd to ſtay ? And how he could 
agree with the Cardinal. I reply'd, My 
Brother made his Court to the King only, 
and had nothing to do with that Miniſter 
in particular. '7 hex write to him, ſaid he, 
that I would have him be either White or Blu, 


and that unleſs he can car be content to cringt 
to 
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to the Cardinal it is his beſt way to come hither, 
T told him, .I thought he was fix'd in his Re- 
ſolution, and that he would keep where he 
was. T ſee, reply'd the Prince, - that he de- 
ſigns for a Mareſchal"s Staff, Indeed he is in 
the Right, and-were 1 in his Place I ſhould not 
ſhop tm ſo fair a Courſe; but a Prince is Cera 
tarnly in an unhappy Station, Thereupon he 
unboſom'd himſelf to me, and confeſs'd, 
That he was ſorry for having engag'd into 
ſuch a Buſineſs. I laid hold of this Opportu- 


_ nity to perſuade him to make his Peace with 


the King: But, he anſwer'd, it was too 
late, and that now the Dice were caſt he 
mult be content with his Chance, . We had 
aftewards ſeveral other Conferences, and 
whether he repos'd more Truſt-in me than 
n the reſt of thoſe who were with hymn, or 


that having once unfolded his Secrets to me, 


it was become habitual to him, he made me 
the Confident of all the Mortihcations he re- 
cezv'd from the Spariaras, and had each Day 
ſome new Diſcovery to impart to me, of the 
little Fidelity was to be expected from them. 
This occafion'd his giving me a Commithon 
I thought very  dilagreeable, being rather 
deſirous to be.employ'd in the Army. The 
Prince, who ever fince the Battle at Les 
knew me to be a gaod Soldier; would of hum- 
ſelf have been enclin'd to give me that Satil- 
faction, but ſeeing nothing was ated in 
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Flanders, without expreſs Orders from the 
Council at Madrid, he thought 1t would not 
be' amiſs to ſend into Spazna. Perſon he might 
truſt to, who ſhould manage his Afﬀairs 
with Doz Lewis de Haro, Firſt Miniſter of 
that Court. ' He told me, He had at firſt 
pitch*d on the: Abbot 4&4 —— —thioking! 
might have done him more Service, . as. an 
Officer, but that the Abbot was too raſh and 
giddy, and, he fear'd, would {poll all; then 
he obligingly told me, My good Parts ren- 
dred me more fit than any one'to 1ngratiate 
my ſelf with the Spaniſh Miniſters; that 
this Employment, which would not expoſe 
me to publick View, would be more conve- 
nient for me than bearing Arms againſt 
France, where my Brother might perhaps 
be the Objeft of their malitious Revenge ; 
that ſeeing my Brother adher'd to the Ciat- 
dinals Party, he would, 'queſtionleſs; 'uſe 
his Endeavours to recal me, and that if my 


Mind alter'd, T might return with more Ho- 


nour, * not having appear'd in the Rebel- 
—_ zh | go 


I yielded to theſe Reaſons, 'and, beſides, I 
found there was a good one he kept to him- 
ſelf, to wit, the Jealouſie, which the Inter- 
eſt I had in him, gave to thoſe who had ſome 
Share 1n his Favour: So I acquainted the 
Prince, That I was ready to obey his Com- 


mands, 
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 mands, and having received my InſtruCti. 


ons, went for Madrid, incognito, as a Stran- 
ger, who made that Journey on his own pri- 
vate Occaſions; for the Prince had not- 
thought fit to give me a Publick Character, 
thinking my Negotiations, by being more 
private, would be more ſecure, and kept 
my Departure ſo very ſecret, that none 
knew but himfelf what was become of 
me. 

I ſpent near Two Years in Madrid, with- 
out doing him any other Piece of {ervice than 
repreſenting the Wrongs he receiy'd from 
the Spaniards 1n Flanders, and anſwering the 
Complaints which they made againſt him ; 
for, as one might judge from their Letters, 
they never could agree: And I dilcover'd 
better there than the Prince could do in Flax- 
ders, how wretched a Rebel's Condition 1s, 
who is. forc'd to depend upon Strangers, 
They found him too extravagant in his-Ex- 
pences, and too ſlow in his Progreſſes, for 
they would have had him conquer all Frazce 


- in a Quarter of a Year's Time, without put- 


ting them to a Farthing Expence. *Tis true, 
they did all poſſible Juitice to his Merit, bur 
ſtilt the Mony was wanting, and ſome 
thought Daz Lewis de Haro was of Intelli- 
ence with Cardinal Mazarine, and had been 
brib'd by the Queen-Mother, to leave the 
Prince deſtitute both of Men and Mogy. 
2 N 4 What- 
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Whatever the Reaſon might be, all my In- 
ſtances prevaild little, and only. procur'd 
him unperforn?d Promiſes and empty 
Praile, : 


Having then but little to do, during the 

Two Years I remain'd at Madrid, it was no 
wonder it I ſpent ſome part of my Time in 
Gallantry, eſpecially in a Country ſa fruitful 
in Adventures and Intriegues; and there I 
obtaired a farther Inſight into the Female 
Sex's Charatter, which I have made it my 
Buſineſs in theſe Memoirs to deſcribe. 
. . T lodged ata Frenchmarn's Houſe, who by 
his Pride and Self-Conceit might have been 
taken for a Spaziara, but there 1s little Difter- 
ence between the Spaziards and the Natives 
of Gaſcony,” at leaſt T found it ſo by him. 
He bragg'd much of his Quality, but {till did 
not di{dain Trade, Pictures and Pieces of 
Tapeltry. Foe 

Here, tho? it 1s not much to our Purpoſe, 
T cannot forbear relating-the manner where- 
in he bought ſome of- them,- which will per- 
haps ſeem odd and unlikely, but-is notwith- 


ſtanding very true.  -- 


A Spaniard, whom he dealt with, carry'd 


him one Day into the King's Palace, and 
having led him- into the fineft Apartment, 
where. they took a View of the Pictures and 
=—*x PEE ae Ten ro Tapeſtry, 
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Tapeſtry, the Spaniard ask'd him, What 
he 1ik*d beſt of all the Furniture ? and the 
other having told him, He fancy'd a certain 
Picture and Piece of Hangings he ſhew?®d 
him; Well, quoth my Spaniard, and what 
will you give me, if I procure them? The 
Frenchman, not thinking they were at his 
diſpoſal, took this as a Jeit ; but his Com- 
panion having affur'd him he was in earneſt, 
and that. this was not the firſt Time he had 
ſold the King's Goods, they made a Bargain, 
and accordingly the Picture was ſent, having 
been cut out of its Frame, and ſome Days 
after the Tapeſtry, which the Receiver ſpee- 
dily convey'd to Bayonme. Himſelf told me 
this Story, ſaying ; It was a very ufual thing 
at Madrid, wherethey would in that manner 
ſell the Goods of mot of the Palaces, having 
firſt agreed of the Price before they ſtole 
them. 

I did not much like the Company of a 
Man, who was capable of . countenancing 
ſuch a Villany ; but I meddled not with his 
Concerns, nor he with mine, and all the Di- 
ſcourſe we had together was only concerning 
the Intriegues of the Town. 


- The firſt T had at Madrid was with a Wo- 
man, whoſe Husband was a great Favourite 
of Don Lewis de Haro's, My Employment 
occaſion'd an Intimacy between us, for it 
was often through his means that I obtair'd 
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Audience from his Patron. I never had ſeen 
iis Lady, nor fo much as heard that he way 
marry*d, till one Day that {he ſpoke to me 
in a Church where we chanc*d to meet. I 
found fhe knew me, and was willing to im- 
prove an Acquaintance, which her Youth 
and Beauty made me but too defirous of, 
Theſe Defires I expreſſed to her, to which 
ſhe anſwer'd, If I was ſincere, the Week 
ſhould nor be at an; End before I {ſhould re- 
ceive that Satisfaction. 

The Fremchman, at whoſe Houſe I lodg'd, 
was then at the ſame Church, and had ta- 
ken notice of our Converſation, tho? it had 
been bur very ſhort':: We were no ſooner at 
home But he ask*d me whether I knew that 
Lady, and had ſeen her before? I ask'd him 
the Reaſon of his Queſtion. *Ti, replyd 
he, of ſome ſmall comern to me, baving been 
her Gallant for above this half Year; ana, when 
Jou pleaſe 1 will ſhew, you ſome Twenty Letters 
of hers I have by me. Then he told me, 
"That he was ſcarce arriv'd at Madrid, when 
he firſt contrafted a Familiarity with her, 
having had an Opportr _ at a Publick En- 
tertainment the King had given, and that 
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ever ſince he met_ her thrice a Week, at a 
certain Place, where he offer'd to carry 
me, | 
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- T was not a little nettÞ'd-at his Diſcourſe, 


being vexd to ſee that aLad 5 whom I had 


a Kindneſs for, ſhould be already ingag'd. ; 
and what was worſe, that ſo undelerving a 
Man (for-indeed his Merit was but {mall 


ſhould have the preference before me: ' How- 


ever, T conceal'd my Thoughts, and pre- 
tending Curioſity, deſfir'd to fee ſome of thoſe 
Letters, which he promis'd me: , But he 
delay'd me Two Days, and then ſhew'd mie 
Six or Seven anonimous Billets, which he 
aſlurd me, came from her, and all expreſgd 
a great Paſſion, and very little Wit. _ 

This gave me ſuch ill Thoughts of the 
Lady that I refolv*d never to think of her 
more; but having ſome Bulineſs with her 
Husband, IT wentto his Houſe, where was 
inform'd he was out of Town, - and one of 
her Servants whiſper'd me, That his Lady 
deſird to ſpeak with me. . I could not tell at 
firſt what I had beſt to do: However, the 
Deſire of knowing what ſhe had to ſay, pre- 
vaiPd, and went up to her, with a Reſolu- 


tion to tax her Baſeneſs. | 


 Tdid, and ſhe proteſted it was all falſe ; 
vowing ſhe knew no Frexchman but my 
ſelf, and that no Man could ever boaſt of 
having receiv*d a Love-Letter from her. The 


Confidence with which ſhe ſpoke to me, 


made me begin to ſuſpect my Landlord , 
upon which I told the Lady, That T 
& : would 
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would produce ſome of them, by which ſhe 
zeply4d, I ſhould oblige her ; then I left her 
poſſe(sd with a Pafſhon which nothing but a 
| wn of her Infamy could” extin- 
ouiſh. | | 

”Ttook no Notice to my Landlord that 
had' vifited the Lady,” but pretending IT had 
forind' the Letters very ingenious, I deſir'd 
him'to ket me ſee them once more; and he 
accordingly drew one out of his Pocket, he 
J4id he had but juſt receiv*d,whichT read and 
put into mine, and he did not ſeem over- 
earneſt to have itagain. - 6M 

Then TI preſently waited on the Tady, 
whom I found ready to ſend me one, which, 
ſhe told me, ſhe had wrote, that by com- 
paring the Characters I might be convinc'd 
of her Innocence. I was, and it plainly ap: 
pear'd that this was all a Contrivance of his, 
whether out of a Vain Glory of being 
thought to have had a good Fortune, or a 
Deſire- to perplex me, for he never had fo 
much as ſpoke to her. * 

Nothing could then have hindred my be- 
ing ſerioully in Love with her, but the od- 


deft: Fancy, I think, any Woman could ever 


have. "The ſcandalous: Story he had made 
of her muſt naturally have have procur'd 
him her Scorn and Averſion. But how 
ſtrange are a Woman's Appetites! His Lyes 
had a quite contrary effeft, and ſhe deſir'd 
| mc 
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meto bring him to her, ſaying, It was with 
a Deſign to be reveng'd on him, for having 
abus*d her thus ; bur it ſeems that Man had 
unawares gain'd her Favour, and indeed at 
the very firſt Sight they became very good 
Friends. 

Let the moſt accurate Moraliſts tell me 
now, What could be the Motive of her be- 
ing charm*d with that which would have 
made him Contemptible in any other Wo- 
man's Eyes ? As for me, I can aſſign none, 
but the flattering Thoughts, that ſince he 
had pretended himſelf one of her Adorers, 
he muſt needs think her adorable: _ Perhaps 
too, did ſhe find the Letters juſt ſuch as ſhe 
would have ſent, and could not help admir- 
ing a Man who had ſo good a Gueſs. 

, Whatever the Reaſon might be, they im- 
prov'd their Acquaintance, and my Land- 
lord might ſince have ſhewn me as man 
true Letters as he had done fictitious ones, 
but he grew diſcreet when his Intriegue be- 
came real. T ſhould have diſputed him the 
Conqueſt of a Heart he had ſo bad a Title 
to, had I not then met with a Lady whom I 
thought more worth my Care. 


The Duke. de Guiſe was ſtill at Madrid, 
having the City for a Priſon. I waited on 
him, and gave him an account of what I 
had ſuffer'd at Naples for his Service, as _ | 

O 
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of his Miſtreſs's Treachery, except that part 
of it wherein -I was concern'd, He faid; 
He was ſorry he ſhould have occaſion'd me 
all that Trouble, and to.make me ſome 
Amends, he would introduce me to a Lady 
who, -he was ſure, would not receive me 
ill, and was worth my Acquaintance, being 
as conſiderable for her Quality and Fortune 
as for her great Beauty. 

This wasa {trong Temptation, and being 
of my ſelf very frail, T was eaſily won to 
make an Appointment, according to which 
he carry*d me Two Days after, into a Houſe, 
where he promisd me I ſhould fee her. 
From the Freedom with which the Duke 
enter'd, Ijudg'd he was no Stranger there : 
It was then about Five in the Evening, and 
not ſo dark but I perceiv'd the Furniture was 
extraordinary rich, which confirnv'd part of 
what the Duke had ſaid, and I began to 
have a ſtrange Pafſion for the unknown 
Lady. £5 
[ 488 left alone 1n a Cloſet, till very late at 
Night, while the Duke was gone, as he told 
me, to acquaint the Lady with my, being 
there. TI had all the Reaſon in the World to 
imagine that ſhe was one of his Miſtreſles, 
and that being weary of her, he had a mind 
to make her over to me; yet my Weakneſs 
was ſuch that T wav'd theſe Reflexions; to 
dwell on the "Thoughts of my future Hap- 
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pineſs. But how great was my Aſtoniſh- 
ment, when the Lady coming into the Clo- 
ſet, Ifſaw it was the ſame from whom I had 
receiv*d 1o ill Treatment at Naples. - 'The 
Duke uſher'd her in, and told me, ſmiling, 
That ſhe came to expiate her former: Faults. 
[ was poſſe(s'd with Anger and Indignation 
at the unexpected Sight, but the Duke's Pre- 
ſence commanding my Reſpect, T put a good 
Face on the Matter, and ſeeing they-both 
laugh'd heartily, I laugtd too for Company, 
tho? T had little mind tot. ; 
I could not imagine whether his Deſign in 
{urprizing me, was only to make himſelf 
Sport, or to reconcile me to the Lady ;' but 
whatever his Intention might be, I thought 
I had Reaſon to be offended at it; and out of 
Revenge reſolv*'d once more to be his Rival. 
There indeed my Paſſion prov*'d ſtrqager - 
than my Honour, which would have led me 
rather to abhor than court ſo perfidious a 
Woman. Beſides, what Madneſs was it in 
me to think of depriving him of a Miſtreſs, 
in whoſe Favour he {eem'd to be, and who 
having left her Native Country, was come 
as far as Spaiz to enjoy his Converſation. 
But I venturd through all, and, before I 
left her, whiſper'd in her Ear, that I ador'd 
her more than ever, and was a dead Man if 
ſhe did not anſwer my Love. She {queezed 
my Hand at theſe Words, which gave me 
Hopes 
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Hopes I labour'd not in vain. The very 
next Day ſhe ſent for me, and het Beauty 


and Converſation made me feel in earneſt a 
Flame I deſign'd but to pretend. 

Sheat firſt begg*d my Pardon for what had 
paſs'd at Naples, alledging ſeveral bad Excu- 
{es, which being varniſhed over with a few 
Tears, I readily accepted. Then the Duke 
was the next Theme we went upon, and 
ſhe made great Complaints of him, telling 
me, That tho* ſhe had come' ſo far from 
Home for his ſake, and had made him very 
rich Preſents, he car'd little for her, and was 


in Love with one of the King of Spazir*s 


Mitſtreſſes. 

It will eafily be thought that I did not en- 
deavour to clear him, but made uſe of his 
Falſhood as an Argument to perſuade her to 
pay him in his kind. .But ſhe told me, That 
the would bear with it a little longer, and 
that the Duke*'s Departure being ſo near, ſhe 
would not fall out with him now , but 
would manage him ſo, that I ſhould have 
no cauſe to be jealous. I took all this for 
Current Coyn, and left her as full of Love as 
if ſhe had been the chaſteſt Woman in the 
World ; but it was all a Plot ſhe and the 


Duke had contrived, to make Sport with me; 


as will appear by the ſequel of the Story. 
I had 
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Thad already heard that the King of Spain 
was a very amorous Prince, and his Intrigues 
were {o many that all Maarid talk?d of no- 
thing elſe. I was alſo inform'*d that he kept 
a otrange Lady, whom he usd to meet at 
the Count 4e , and that to that Amour 
the Duke de Gaiſe owed his Liberty. The 
Duke himſelf had alſo often mention'd her, 
mn my Hearing, but without naming her, 
and I durſt not ask him who ſhe was. But 
the Freachman, with whom T liv'd, who was 
a very inquilitive buſie Fellow, ſaid, He 
was acquainted at the Houſe where the King 
us'd to vitit his Miſtreſs, whither, it £ 
pleas'd, he would carry me, to ſee his Ma- 
klty, as he was going to her. T accepted of 
the Propoſal, _ we hid our ſelves in a dark 
Paſlage, through which the King was to- 
come, whom preſently after we ſaw 1n:a 
Civilian's Habit; which ſo diſguis'd him, 
that had T not been told beforehand it was 
himſelf, T ſhould never have known him. 
He tarry'd there but half an Hour; and at- 
ter he was retir'd, we were going down 
Stairs, when a Servant bid us make Room, 
and looking up I {aw the Lady, to whom 
my Companion faid the Vifit had been made. 


FHer Face was cover'd with a Veil, and paſs- 


ing by me, {he pulPd me by the Sleeve, and 
told me in 1:alian, ſhe would gladly meet 


me in another Place, and walK'd De {to 
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faſt that T had not the leiſure. to reply. 
I did not doubt but ſhe was taken. with 
my Phiz ; and flatter'd with the” Thoughts 
that ſhe ſhould! fancy me above a Monarch, 
ny next Care was to find out who {he was, 
and how I might {peak with her. 

I thought no Body could intorm me better 
than the Neapolitan Lady, who had made 
me believe ſhe was her Rival, and therefore 
waited on her,- and ask'd her, Which of 
the King's Miltrefſes it was the Duke ae 
Gaiſe had an Inclination for ? She {miPd at 
my Queſtion, and deftr'd to know why 1 
askd it. I reply'd it was only out of Curt 
olity ; upon which {he ofren renew*d her 
Enquiry, and having {till return'd the ſame 
Anfwer; Come, ſaid ſhe, jou do rot ded 
ingenuouſly with me, I am better acquainted with 
your Thoughts than you immagine'; the Lady whoſe 
Acquaintance you fo much long for i the beſt 
Friend I have; I kaow that ſpe loves, andhis 
ome to you, but if you are wife you will It 
ver alone, and I dare hope, that as thinzs ſtand 
between ts, you world not be falſe to me. Tat 
firft deny'd {he had ever {poke to me, but 
hearing her repeat the very Words, I cor- 
feſled the Truth, promiling I would not 

think of her any more, EET 
- The Duke de Gai/e alfo-:told me of it, 
ſeeming as well inforny'd as his Miſtreſs, and 
adviſed me toimprove the Opportunity, ak 
| {uring 
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ſuring me that he would not traverſe my 
Deſigns, but, fince he muſt ſhortly leave 
Spain, would freely reſign her. T had in- 
deed but too great an Inclination to follow 
the Duke's Counſel, but fearing to diſcover 
it to my Rival, Iſeem'd to believe he rally*d, 
and did not expreſs any Deſire of knowing 
her, fearing he would have told the Neapo- 
litany Lady of it, whoſe Favour I was not 
willing to loſe.So I remain'd in myIgnorance, 
and by the Chimera's T fram*d to my ſelf of 
my Fair unknown , was depriv'd of the 
Sweets I might have enjoy*d with my known 
Miſtreſs, whoſe Charms I thought much 
inferior to hers. 

I never knew till then how fantaſtical a 
Paſſion Loveis; for tho? T had never ſeen her 
Face, I doted on her more than I yet had 
done on any Woman I ever courted, and 
my Deſire was ſo much the fiercer, becauſe T 
knew not what it was I wild for. My 
own Experience convinc'd me then, - That 
your Knight Errants running up and down 
the World after inviſible Ladies, 1s not the 
moſt unlikely Part of Romances, ſince 
Imy ſelf little differ'd from thoſe fabulous 
Heroes, being wholly taken up with a 
Lady whoſe Charms I was wholly a Stran- |, 
per tO. 
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'To make this a true Romantick Adven- 
ture, the unknown Object of my Wiſhes 
ſent me ſome Letters, by which {he promis'd 
in a ſhort Time to rid me of my Doubts, 
and admoniſh'd me in the mean whule to re- 
main conſtant and diſcreet.” Tt was very dit- 
ficult for me to obey her, for whenever 
had receiv*d a Billet Doux, my Miſtreſs told 
me of it, and ſeed not to be ignorant of 
the Contents. I remain'd a quarter ofa Year 
in this uncertainty, when at lait a Note was 
deliverd to me, to let me know that the La- 
dy now deſign'd todifcloſe her ſelf, and that 
ihe would be that Day at the Neapolitan 
Lady's. 

Tho? I was heartily vexed at her chuſing 
that Houſe for our Interview, yet I was 
punCEtual to a Minute, and then underſtood, 
that the King's Miſtreſs, who had ſpoken 
to me, was no other Perſon than my old 
Acquaintance. Having left Naples to follow 
the Duke de Gui/e into Spain, ſhe no Tooner 
appear*'d at Court but the King tell deep in 
Love with her ; the Duke de Gziſe, who was 
not over-nice in that Point, had promoted 
their Amour, and the Service he had done 
his Majeſty therein, was recompenſed with 
his Liberty. 

I was aſham'd to own my {elf deceived, 
but pretended I had diſcover'd the Deſign 
long ago, and only conniv'd at ir, to fee 

how 
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how far they would carry on the Jeſt. But 
tho* the Lady had believ?d me, the Increaſe 
ot my Fongnels would have undeceiv'd her; 
tor adding to the Charms ſhe really poſſeſsd, 
thoſe I had attributed to my unknown Mi- 
ſtreſs, I grew more paſſionate than ever I 
had been. This ſhews that Love muſt {till 
have Fancy to ſupport it, and is at the ſame 
Timea Proof, that our Hearts arg ſtrangely 
deluded, when once they yield themſelves 
up tO it. 

I began to adore my Neapolitan afreſh, as 
if I had never courted her before; and the 
Duke 4de Gai/c's ſudden Departure deliverd 
me from a dangerous Rival. TIT was fſur- 
priz*d at the Indifierency with which they 
parted. The Joy of returning to his natiye 
Country drown*d the Grief he ſhould have 
felt at leaving a Woman, who had given 
him ſuch Demon{trations of her Love ; and 
ſhe, on the other hand, was not ſorry for 
the Loſs of him, being wholly taken up 
with the Glory of the illuſtrious Conquelt 
ſhe had made. But what I moſt wonder©d 
at, was to ſee how unconcernedly they talk- 
ed of this Separation ; for the Duke plainly 
told her, That being oblig*d to quit her, he 
could not yield up his Pretences to a more 
worthy Perſon than my ſelf, who had beſides 
an unqueſtionable Title to her Atﬀection , 
from what I had ſuffer®d for her ſake, "—_ 
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ſhe heard with a Temper I never thought 
Parting Lovers could have been Maſters of. 
It is, nodoubt, a great Felicity to enjoy ſuch 
a Tranquillity of Mind : But my Sincerity 
has always rendred my Amours unfortunate, 
and I ſhould certainly have been happy, had 
T lived in thoſe blefled Times, when in Love 
there was more "Truth and leſs Artifice. 

"The little good Nature ſhe expreſſed in 
that Occaſion, . joyn*d to the Memory of 
my having been ſo often chouſed by her, 
ſhould certainly have curd me of my Dotage; 
but, on the other Hand, the Spaz7þ Women 
live very much retir*d, and T had a free Ac- 
ceſs to her ; beſides, I was very idle at Ma- 
arid, and wanted Occupation : But, as for' 
the great Leiſure I had, ſhe ſoon procured 
me Employment,by the Troubles ſhe brought 
me int0. 


The Duke de Gaziſe was ſcarce gone, when 
ſhe began to Grieve for his Abſence. While 
this Humour laſted I never had a good Word 
from her, for ſhe accus*d me as the Cauſe of 
his going, and of her Conſenting to it. 

When I ſaw this, I began to be angry too, 
and made the Intriegue ſhe had with the 
King, a Pretext to my Diſpleaſure, ſaying, I 
would have all her Heart or none. So we 
were continually quarrelling for Three Weeks 
tozether, after which {he became more com- 

plaiſant, 
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plaiſant, and'gave over ſpeaking of the ab- 
ſent- Duke, as I allo 41d teazing her about 
the King. . 

/* But this Truce laſted not long, for viſit- 
ing her one Evening, I found her in a great 
Fury, and baying enquirfd into the Reaſon, 
ſhe reply*d, She was jealous at one of her 
Rivals, whom the King affected better than 
her ſelf. It was.a Surprize to me to lee this 
Fit on her, for ſhe had hitherto ſeem®d very 
well contented on that account ; ſo I askd 
her, What new Accident had happened ? 
ſhe told me, She had no freſh Reaſon to hate 
her, but that, ypon ſeveral Conſiderations, 
ſhe had concluded it was a Shame to her ta 
have but a Share in the King's Favor. Tho 
this Scruple came, me thoughts, a little too 
late, I would not let {ſhip 1o fair an Oppor- 
tunity of perſuading her not to iettle her Afs 
fection on a Prince who was 1o general a 
Lover, ſince ſhe was. rich enough not to 
need his Aﬀiſtance. She did not rel:{h this 
Pocrin, but told me, 'T hat, on the contra- 
ry, ſhe would uſe her utmoſt Endeavours to 
drive her froma Poſt ſhe could ſufter no Body 
in but her ſelf, and to grow the ſole Poſſeſſor 
of his Heart ; upon which I repreſented to 
her, that it was impoſſible, ſeeing he was of 
ſo fickle a Temper, that he each Lay added a 
new Miſtreſs to the many old ones he had al- 
ready : But was anſwer#d, "That ſhe would 
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not deſiſt, and that T muſt Help her 1n it 
toA. : , * +: 

I was willing to know how I could aſh(t 
her in her Deſign? She told me, I mult 
court her Rival; that ſhe would make the 
King take notice of it, who would doubt- 
leſs grow jealous, and that her Plot was ſo 
contriv©d that her Antagoniſt muſt bear alone 
the Weight of the King's Anger, and-1 
ſhould receive no Damage. I did not like 
her Propoſal, and anſwer*d, I durſt not ven- 
ture upon it ; to which ſhe reply*d angrily, 
'That if 1 did not, ſhe would acquaint the 
King with my Loveto her ſelf, and undo, me 
that way. 1-5 

I was extreamly perplexed, not knowing 
which todo ; but at laſt I choſe to comply 
with her, thinking that would be the fatelt, 
becauſe it 1equired more Time,during which 
her Mind might alter, whereas by denyal I 
expos*d my ſelf to ſuddainRuin. So I told 
her, I was ready to obey, if ſhe would but 
put me in the Way. She anſwered, 'That 
was not Difficult, and ſhe would bring me 
acquainted with her Enemy, who often vi- 

lited her. 

She was as goodas her Word, and the Pro- 
ject was executed as ſhe had laid it, only I 
did not pretend Courtſhip to her Rival, but 
tell in Love with her in good earneſt. Here 
the Reader will give me leave to call _—_ 

DO Wav 


[ 2a1 |} 

who was a young Maid, between Eighteen 
and Twenty ; {ſhe could not boaſt of hes 
Quality, having been brought to Court dy- 
ring the Rebelion in Catalonia, by a Lady, 
whoſe Husband being Governour of that 
Province, had been murther'd by the Rebels. 
But what ſhe wanted that way was recom- 
pens'd by an incomparable Beauty, the beſt 
Nature in the World and the {trifteſt Ver- 
tue , Which had won the King's Efteem, 
who had a real Paſſion for no other but her, 
| he only knew her to be chaſte, for every 
Body elſe thought nothing could be refus'd a 
Monarch. | 

| Being the moſt beautiful of the King's 
Miſtreſſes, ſhe was therefore the chief Ob- 
ject of the Neapolitan Lady's Jealoufie ; and 
one Day, as ſhe reproach'd the King with 
his Kindneſs for El/eozor, he confeſs'd to her, 
That he never could obtain the leaſt Favour 
from her, and that he began to be tir'd with 
Fruitleſs Endeavours. 'T his it was that put 
her ſo out of Humor, and fearing her Mo- 
deity. might gain her his ReſpeRt, ſhe reſolv*d 
to ruin her, by making him believe {he was 
chaſte only to him : For that 1s the Way of 
ſuch Women, to cry down and hate thoſe 
whoſe Vertues make their Vices more con- 
ſpicuous. | 


I was 


ie, 


© I was charm'd with her Beauty, at the 
firſt Sight, and being weary of my Viiſtreſſes 
inſupportable Humors, my Heart readily 
embrac'd a Change. TI declar'd my Love to 
Eleonor, who aniwer'd, That 1f I were ſin- 
cere ſhe would return it. Then we appoint- 
ed a Meeting in the ſame Place the next day, 
when the Neopolitan Lady, whoſe Intereſt 
it was to promote our Amour, made ſome 
Excuſe and withdrew. Eleonor, ſeeing we 
were alone, unboſom'd her {elf to me, and 
having proteſted that ſhe never had granted 
the King any Favour Modeſty would not al. 
low.. affur*d me ſhe would behave her ſelf in 
the ſame manner to any Man who ſhould 
court her, unleſs it were with a Deſign to 
marry. 
Theſe Principles increas'd my Paſſion, and 
T enſwer'd, That I could wiſh my {elf wor: 
thy that Honour, but muſt own to her my 
Eſtate in Fraxce was but {mall, and whatT 
had in Polazd belong'd to my Children, {0 
that my being her Husband would prove her 
Ruin. She reply'd, Riches was not what 
ſhe deſird, and that ſhe could be content 
with Neceſſaries. I told her, She muff 
have more aſpiring Thoughts, and that all I 
- could do for her Service was, to adviſe her 
to match her ſelf to Advantage. She ſaid, 
Ir was only with that Deſign the had enter- 


tain'd the King's Addreſſes, tho? ſhe knew |, 


-- 


-”a mb \"\"LLIS Yor 


Jana Th, 


yy B WÞ oe gl tyeV 


L203] 


her Reputation ſuffer'd by it, but being 
Friendleſs, and being not conſcious of any 
Guilt ſhe had committed, ſhe hop'd Heaven 
would forgive, and not forſake her. 

'This made me call my Carmelzte to mind, 
and I found their Sentiments ſo conformable, 
that I wept at the ſad Remembrance of that 
unfortunate Amour. 

Eleozzor was ſurpriz'd at it, and having 
ask*d the Reaſon, I told her, It was a con- 
{ſequence of Eiteem I had for her, and the 
Trouble I was in, to ſee my felt uncapable 
of poſſefling fo Generous and Vertuous a 
Wite. "This Reply pleas*d her, and ſhe told 
me, That ſince I was willing to counſel her, 
ſhe would accept my Offer, provided I 
would adviſe her how {he {hould obtain of 
the King of Spaiz, that he would make her 
rich enough to eſpouſe me, without being a: 
Charge to me; For, ſaid ſhe, I muſt confeſs 
T fancy you more than any Man I know; T have 
a great Deſire to live in France, and wiſh for 
9 greater Satisfattion than to ſpend my Life 
there with you, Tanſwerd, I ſaw little like- 
lihood of our being marry'd; which I re- 
peated ſo often, that ſhe was offended at it. 
Do not think, ſaid ſhe, my being ſo willing to 
have” you proceeds from a want of Lovers, 1 
might find enough who would not deny me, and 
one,among the reſt, whoſe Quality would dazle the 
Eyes of any one but my ſelf, "Then _ - 
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fornyd me, That the eldeſt Son to the Duke 
de— ——laid cloſe Siege to her, and, had 
ſhe conſented, would have ſtole her, but that 
{the had ſtil] refus'd it. 

By the concern T was 1n at hearing this, I 
found I had but too great an Inclination for 
her; yet I was Maſter of my ſelf to that 
degree, as to tell her, That tuch an Offer 
was not to be ſhghted, and that T would uſe 
my Endeavours to promote the Match. 

'Fhere, Ithink, this Vifit and Converſa- 
tion ended ; andthe Neapol:tan Lady havi ing 
251d me, How Matters went? I repty'd: 
there was nothing to be done with her. 'Þ his 
increas'd her Rage, and confirmed her in 
the Reſolution ſhe had taken to undo her ; 
to which end ſhe went, and told the King, 
That Maid, who was fo proud to him, could 
ſtoop to other People, and that I boaſted of 
ſome Favours I had obtain*d from her. 

The King, who had a real Efteem for 
Eleonor, intorm'd her of what he had heard, 
and ſhe, believing T had done her thzt In- 
jury, vow'd it was all falſe, and begg'd his 
Majefty to avenge her ; which he promis'd. 
Not thinking ſhe had done enough, ſhe ex- 
cited the Lover, ſhe had told me of, againſt 
me: Who promis'd he would make me 
recant, or would cut out my Tongue. 1, 
the w hile, did not in the leaſt ſuſpect my 
Panger, and was filPd with Love and Ad- 

miration, 
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miration for a Lady, who was then con- 
triving my Ruin. 

One Night, as I was retiring homewards, 
IT was ſet upon by Six Men, who, having 
ftruck up my Heels, bound me, and carry'd 
me into a Houſe; where the firſt Perſon T 
ſaw was Eleozor, who coming to me in aft 
unexpreſſible Rage, bid me, Repair her Ho- 
nour, or expect to behewn in pieces. Upon 
that, in came the Duke de 's Son, with 
a Dagger in his Hand,who ſeemed unwilling 
to hear me ſpeak, and deſirous to have 
diſpatch'd me immediately. All I could do 
in the Danger I was in, was to caſt a lan- 
guiſhing Eye upon Eleozor ; and I know 
not whether my Looks mov<©d her Compai- 
ſion, but holding my Adverſary's Arm ; 
Speak then, Wretch, ſaid ſhe, How have I ac- 
[rod that Slander from you? This brought 
me to my ſelf again, and judging ſome Bo- 


dy muſt have miſrepreſented me to her, I 


began not to be ſo much afraid, but looking 
tenderly on her; Who I, Madam ! an{wer©d 
1, that T ſhould have injur'd your Reputation ! 
For Heaven's ſake forbear ſuch Thoughts, All 
the Crime I am conſcious of, is having a greater 
Eſteem for you than ſome People will, perhaps, 
allow; and having been too free in ſpeaking 


your Praiſe, 
If poke 
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IT ſpok theſe Words with ſuch an honeſt 
Aſſurance as inclin*d Elozor to believe me. 
But I forgot I was 1n his preſence who de- 
ſigned to marry her, and I continued my 
Diſcourſe with ſo much Paſſion , that by 
clearing my ſelf in the Lady's Opinion, I 
grew guilty in that of her Lover, who 
would {till be interrupting me, ſaying ; I 
muſt dye. She anſwered, It was fit I 
ſhould be heard, and acquainted me with 
what the Neapol/itaz Lady had told the King ; 
and I vowed to her, That it was an Inven- 
tion of her own, occaſion*d by her Malice 
and Jealouſie. This undeceived her quite, 
and being asked by her ; Whether I would 
maintain what I aid before the King ? I re- 
ply*d, I would ſtand to my Words, not on- 
Iy in his Majeſty*s Preſence, but betore all the 
the World. 

All this confirm*d her Lover's Suſpicion, 
who looking ſpitefully on her, What they, 
Madam, {aid he, you have ſent for this Man 
hither, only to let me know that he is my happy 
Rival? Why, reply d ſhe, do you not ſee he 
zs beſides himſelf, and that he careſſes me only in 
Hopes I would ſave his Life? I perceived 
not my Imprudence, and reflecting only on 
the Afront was given me, in ſaying, I was 
afraid of Death, No, zo, anſwered I, I am 
r10t afraid of dying; I know what IT jay, and 
were I unbound, addreſſing my ſelf to m 

Rival, 
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Rival, we ſbould ſoon ſee which of us had the 
better Heart, At' theſe Words the Coward 
ran at me, to ſtabbed me, and would cer- 
tainly have. done it, had not the generous 
Eleonor ſtoppd him, and placd her ſelf be- 
tween us. » The Spaziard, ſeeing ſhe took 
my Part, went. away threatning her, and 
carry*d with him thoſe who had ſeizid me. 
She did what {he could to call him back, 
but in vain, and {ſo we were left alone. Then 
ſhe unty*d me, and blam'd me very much 
for having declar'd my Love in fo unfit a 
Seaſon. | 

I comforted her as well as I could, and 
defird her to excuſe my Error, ſince the 
Vexation I was in, to think ſhe ſhould have 
thought me-guilty of ſo great a Baſeneſs, had 
quite diſtracted me. I promis'd herT would 
let the King know the whole "Truth, and 
would revenge her Quarrel with the Neapo- 
litan Lady. But ſhe ſaid, We mult let that 
alone for the preſent, and only think of 
Means to ſacrifice her Suitor. I aflur*d her, 
I would obey all her Commands: "The firſt 
of which, ſhe told me, {ſhould be, Not to 
ſee her any more. It was indeed the hardeſt 
ſhe couid have laid upon me, yet I ſubmitted 
to it, promiing to obierve her Orders, tho 
with che Forteit of my Lite. 
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Tn the mean while, the Duke 4————5 
Son had quitted her in ſuch a Paſſion (be- 
cauſe ſhe had not ſuffer'd him to ftab me) 
that he gave out, He had undeniable Proofs 
that what I had bragg*d was true. The King 
came to hear of it, and this having conhirm*d 
my Neapolitan Miſtreſs's Slander, he eaſily 
believd her guilty. So ſhe was every where 
defam*d, and I became the innocent Cauſe 
of the Wrong ſhe ſuffer'd. IL was fore at- 
flicted at it, and tho* I had promiſed never 
to ſee her more, yet I made ſeveral vain At- 
tempts to do it, deſigning, 1f I could, to 
have offer d my Service to her, in vindicat- 
ing her Honour, or taking Vengeance of 
her Enemies. 

© The Kang being fully perſuaded I had en- 
joy «d her, thought, that having had that 
Weakneſs ſhe was not impoſlible to be gain- 
ed, and redoubied his Applications to her: 
"Thus it is that a vicious Love is increas*d by 
that which would extinguiſh an honourable 
Flame. Whether his Majelty prevailed or 
not I cannot tell, but ſhe was marry*d a 
Fortnight or Three Weeks after, to a Spa- 
ziſh Lord, and the Wedding was ſcarce over, 
when the King gave him the Government of 
M-——, ordering him to his Poſt, while his 
Lady remainfd at Court. 


T had 
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| T had then broke off with my Neapolitan 
Miſtrels, and vowed never to ſee her more ; 
but ſhe us'd ſuch means to entice me back 
again, that I was once more wrought upon, 
and renew*'d my old Acquaintance with 
her. 

The King having of late been very cold 
to her, ſhe told me, She was reſolv<d: to 
refuſe his Penſion , and return to Naples. 
The firſt of theſe I confirmed her in, but 
difſuaded her from the laſt ; for I could not 
quit Madrid, and fear®d that ſhe being gone 
I ſhould want an Amuſement, and it was 
impoſſible to me to live without an Amour, 
ſo great is a Man's Misfortune who has con- 
tracted theſe ill Habits, which I would aJviſe 
every one to avoid, who has any Reſpect for 
his Eaſe and Quiet. a 

She yielded to ſtay at Madrid, but I ſoon 
repented my being the occaſion of it: For 
ſhe renew*d her Jealouſies againſt Eleoror , 
and told me, I muſt lend a helping Hand to 
her undoing. It was in vain that I repre- 
ſented to her, How Odious and Unjuſt was 
her Deſign. 'The more I would perſuade 
her, the more obſtinate ſhe grew, ſo we 
ll out again, for T would never comply 
with her Deſires. 
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Seeing I had left her, ihe found means tg 
charm the young Lord, who would have 
kilFd me. His Love to his former Mittreſ 
turn'd to an implacable Hatred, upon her 
preventing his murthering me, which was 
improv'd, by her being marry'd, and. the 
Complacency {he had tor the King, all 
which rendred him the fitteit Perſon in the 
World, to -promote the Neapolztax Lady's 
Deſigns. | 

Being both of a mean Spirit and crud 
Temper, they reſolv*d on no lefs than itab- 
bing her. I was infornvd of this by one of 
her Servants, who having been the Conts 
dent of our former Amours, had ftili re 
tain'd a Kindnels for me, and thought 1t my 
Duty to oppoſe it ; firſt, becauſe I ftood 
debted for my lite to her, then on the ac 
count of the Eſteem I fiill retain*d tor that 
generous Lady: And beſides,l was of my {elf 
enough a Gentleman, to have hazarded my 
Perion for the Prevention "of an 1] Deſign, 
had IT been led to it, by neither of the 
foremention'd Miotives. . 

The fir{t thing I did in order to it, was 
to acquaint Eleoror with the Plot, and to 
counſel her togive the King immediate No 
tice, She did, but having own'd to his Ms 
jelty whence ſhe had it, he ftancy'd I cor 
tinu'd viſiting her, - and this Jealouiie made 
him 
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him believe I had done it only to make her 
value me, the more, and therefore gave no 

reat heed to the Advice. However, he 

poke of 1t to the Duke de-—----, who hav- 
ing told his Son, I had diſcover'd his Confſpi- 
racy ; that young Lord aflur'd him, it was 
a groundleſs Imagination, adding, He hop'd, 
he had not fo ill an Opinion of him, as to 
think he could be guilty of ſo baſe an Action 
as murthering a Woman. _ 

Thus my Honeſty had no other Reward 
than Hatred on all Hands; the one believ- 
ing me guilty of Slander, and the others re- 
ſolving, through my Death, to make a Way 
to that of Eleozor. She ſent me a Meſſen- 
BE, to bid me take Care of my ſelf, becauſe 

is Majeity had given Orders to have me ap- 


| prehended, but I conceaPd my ſelf ſo well, 


that I avoided both thoſe who were com- 
manded to ſeize me, and thoſe who watch- 
ed to take away my Life. . 
Any one but my felf would have made 
his Eſcape, but being perſuaded I was the 
only Perſon that could prevent the intended 
Aſſaſſination; the Defir2 of preſerving a La- 
dy I lov'd, prevaild more with me than the 
Care of my own Safety. I remaird at Ma- 
arid, having caus'd a Report that I was fled; 
ſo the Duke de----------'s Son and his Mittreſs, 


keing no body ſtood in their Way , re- 
” EP © folv'd 
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folv'd afreſh on the Execution of their 
Project. | 

It will, perhaps be wondred at, that they 
ſhould be 1o ſtrongly bent on it, ſince the 
Advices I had given, mult needs have diſco- 
verd them to he the Authors, had it {ucceed- 
ed; but their Paſſion ſo blinded them, that 
they did not foreſee their Danger. 


In the mean while, IT was depriv*d of the 
means to avert the Fatal Blow, tor not dar- 
ing to be ſeen, I could not hear from the 
Neapolitan T ady's Servant. I thought at laſt 
of diſguifing my elf like an Alzerize-Slave, | 
and -accordingly put on a falſe Beard, and 
black'd my Face, which, with my Cloaths, 
ſo alterd my Countenance, that I ſcarce 
knew my ſelf again. In that Dreſs I went 
to Eleonor, to whom Ifaid, I could not aban- 
don her in the Peril ſhe was in; that I defir'd 
her never to go abroad without good | 
Company , and to conceal me in her Houſe, 
tor I knew her Lite was aid at, and 
would either jave her or dye in the At- 
rempt. She did not doubt but her Dan- 
ger was real, and pretended her ſelf ill, 
to have a Pretext for ſtaying at Home; 
ſhe alſo told her Servants that T was a 
Slave, who had brought her a Meſſage 
trom her Husband ; and before a Week 

| . was 
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was over {he felt the good Effect of her 
Precaution. 

Some arnyd Men, in the Evening, a= 
faulted her: Servants, and purſu'd them in- 
to the very Doors, of which having 
made themſelves Matters, they ſoon were 
ſo of the whole Houſe. The firſt thing 
they did, was to come up to the Room 
where ſhe lay; and IT alone oppos'd 
their Violence, which I did with ſo much 
Vigour , that the reſt of the Family, ami- 
mated thereby, ſeconded me, and after a 
{harp Diſpute, in which Two of the Vil 
lains were killed, the reſt run away. 
We made after them into the Street, 
where the firſt I met was the Duke de-----"$ 
Son, Who waited for his Companions , 
being himſelf their Leader 1in this honou- 
rable Enterprize, At that Sight, I con- 
tels, I was no longer my own Maſter , 
but with one Blow of my Cymecter laid 
him down at my Feet. The Watch 
hearing the Noiſe, came immediately to 
us, and taking me and one of the Lady's 
Servants, carry'd us to Priſon. We were 
preſently examin'd, and I had the good 
Fortune not to be known. All the Wit- 
neſſes juſtified what I had done, and I 
was ſet at Liberty, to-the great Aﬀict:- 
on of the Duke de---—--—-who was delir- 
I P 3 
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ous to revenge his Son's Death ; but he 
was advis'd not to make the Story pub- 
lick, which was ſo Injurious to his Son's 
Memory. I the while had the Pleafure 
to hear thoſe blan'd who had neglected 
my Advice, and my felt pity'd, as hav- 
ing been forc'd to fly, for being too ho- 
neſt, As for the Neapolitan Lady, ſhe 
had diſappear'd as ſoon as ſhe heard her 
Lover was killd, and was, I ſuppoſe, 
return'd to /Vaples. | 

The Alzerize-Slave's Bravery was be- 
come Town-Talk, and IT was taken no 
more Notice of than if I. had been in 
France, where" every Body thought me 
to be, ſo well was I dilguis'd. Eleopor, 
who alone knew me, could not tell how 
to expreſs her Gratitude. She forc'd me 
to accept of a Golden Cabinet, wherein 
22 had put a great Quantity of Gold and 
iewels, which amounted to a conſiderable 
Sum, and not content therewith, ſhe faid, 
She would acquaint the King with it , 
that he might Recompence me according 
to- my Deſerts; but I bid: her have a 
Care what ſhe did, ſince that Prince 
would certainly be extream jealous, ſhould 
he hear what T had done for her, and 
thus ſhe would ruin me, by endeavouring 


to do me Service. She took my Advice, 


and 


E 465 -] 


and hearing me talk of returning to Fraxce, 
ſhe conjur'd me not to leave her, alle doing, 
That the Danger was over, and that TI 
might now , withour any Hazard leave 
off my Diſguiſe, and appear asT had done 
before. I comply'd with her, only defiring 
ſhe would permit me ſometimes to put it 
on, that I might with more Satety wait 
ON her, ro which ſhe readily conſented, 
my important Services having procur'd 
me her Love. So I remain'd at Maar, 
under Two difterent Shapes, which ex= 
pos'd me to ſeveral new Adventures. 
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| HE Recital of my Adventures 
* may have given more than one 
Inſtance, that Men ſometimes 

really have as ſtrange ones, as 

the moſt fantaſtical Authors can have in- 
vented : But this has not as yet appear'd fo 
viſibly, as it will do jn the ſequel of my Hi- 
nn _ ſtory, 
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ftory, eſpecially in the Accidents that befel 
me, while at Madrid, T play'd the double 
part, of a Gentleman and an A/zer:ze-Slave, 
"The Reader will, no doubt, be apt to take 
it all for an agreeable Fiction, but having 
promis'd to give him a ſincere Relation of 


all. my Amours, I muſt write as well thoſe |. 


which do not exceed his Beliet, as thoſe 
winch may ſeem lefs probable, and I mutt 
beg of him to give an equal Faith to all, be- 
10g all equaliy true. . F 

; Being reſoly%d, or rather forc'd, to re- 
main at Maarid, becauſe I had not yet acquit 
ted my ſelf of the Prince's Commiſhon), 
the Buſineſs about the Duke 2e---------'s Son 
was no ſooner ended,. but I appear'd in pub- 
lick ; and having obtain'd Audience from 
Don Lewis ae Haro, and then from the King 
himſelf, T told his Majefty I had- been 
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forc'd to abſcond, to avoid the dangerous 
Eftes of his Anger, at the Advices I had 
formerly given. 'The King made me a very 
good Reception, and, out of a pretended 
Kindneſs,counſeld me nat to have any thing 
more to do with Eleozor, whoſe Acquain- 
* » tance had involy*d me into ſomany Vastor- þ 


tunes; Beſides, continu'd he, . the Conver/a-J 
Fon of that Womax will ſoon or late prove fa 
tal, her Fiusband, tho abſent, being extream | 
Jealous of her, Tknew well enough whenceJ! 
,oceceded the King's Care of my Safety, and| 


aſſurd 
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aſſur'd his Majeſty, I would never ſee her 
any more; IT meant, Whule I remain'd in 
that Drels. 

I appear'd all Day in Freach Habit, and 
and ſometimes at Night put on my. Algerize 
Diſguiſe when T would ſee Elcozor. That 


 lafted ſome time, but the King hearing of it 


grew jealous, and told her, he wondred the 
Slave ſhould tarry ſo long at Madrid, ſince 
his Liberty had been the firſt Reward: he had 
receiv*d. Shefſaid, the occaſion of his Stay 
was a little Traffick he made with the Mony 
her Gratitude had induc'd her to give him. 
The King refolv'd to be rid of his ſupposd 
Rival, told her, He would ſend her. Two 
thouſand Ducats more, to preſent him with, 
and” that he deſir'd her to ſend him away. 
The next Time, I ſaw her, ſhe gave me 
the Two thouſand Ducats, and acquaint- 
ing me with what the King had ſaid, beggd 
me not to viſit her, nor put on my Algerine 
Habit any more, which I promis'd , and 
ſhe made the King beheve the Slave was 

one. | 0 
 Indeedit was with no little Sorrow, that 


ifaw my ſelf wholly depriv'd of her Con- 
. | verfation. She ſhar'din my Grief; howe- 


ver, ſince I ſtill remain'd at Madrid, we were 
comforted with the Hopes of another Meet- 
ing: But ſhe made me ſwear, That as long 
as the King ſhould forbid it, T would not 
| | -", _ .— _ 
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bring her into Trouble, by endeavouring to 
{peak with her: young " 


Thus did I again relapſe into an Idlenefs, 
which had been the occaſion of all my for- 
mer Engagements, bur ſoon found freſh Em- 
ployment in a new Amour. . I had con- 
tracted fome Pamiliarity with a Spazzard, 
whole Quality IT ſhall conceal, and call him 
Don Anthonio Manrique, that theſe Memoirs, 
meerly defigr'd for the Publick Good, may 
not give Offence to any one. He was willing 
T ſhould ſee his Wife, whom we {hall name 
Dona Iſabella, and frequently convers'd with 
her, but never 1n Private, her Husband or 
fome Servant being always prefent. Amon 
other things , ſhe talk'd much of the 4/ze- 
rine Slave, ſaying, She had ſeen him once, 
and that his Air and- Preſence, as well as 
the glorious Attion he had done, ſhew'd 
him to be no mean Perſon. 

.:Iimagin'd by this, that ſh? knew of my 
having been thus diſgus'd ; and, the better 
to clear my Doubt, reply'd, I had been ve- 
ry intimate with him, while he was at Mz 
arid. What then, 1aid ſhe, is he gone? Sho 
{poke theſe Words with ſome Concern , 
which ({till ſuppoſing ſhe was not ignorant 
- who he was) I took to be affetted:' I an- 
{iwer'd, He was gone, and would never be 
{cen in Spain any more, at which ſhe felr a 

| | Ld IT _ viſible 
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viſible Grief, and told me, ſhe would gladly 
have had the Converſation of ſo extraordi- 
nary a Man. I knew not what to think of ' 
the Sorrow ſhe was in, at the Slave's Depar- 
ture, but having ſtill the ſame Thoughts as 
before, believ'd ſhe had a Mind to be better 
acquainted with me, and defign'd, by that 


Feint, to inform me of her Intentions. But 


I ſoon found out my Miſtake, for having 
taken an Opportunity, as I was taking my 
leave, to tell her, That IT was oblig'd to her 
on my Friend's Score, and if {ſhe would ap- 
point the Time and Place, would ſend-him 
to her, ſhe pulPd me back, asktng me whe- 
ther he really was ſtill at Madrid. This 
Action was ſo natural, that T was now con- 
vinCd ſhe had taken a Fancy to the Slave, 
having no Knowledge that I was the Perſon, 
who had appear'd under that Diſguiſe. L 
was confirm'd in theſe ſecond Thoughts, 
when having told her, That TI knew where 
he liv*d, and would bring him to her when 
ſhe pleas'd; ſhe anſwer'd, Imight ſpare my 
ſelf that Trouble, by letting her know his 
Lodging. Ireply'd, heliv*dat a Merchant's, 
whom I nam'd to her ; to whom I preſent- 


ly went, and pray'd him, If any onecame 


to enquire for an Alzerine, to anſwer he was 
not at:- Home, and bid them come again the 
next Night, when he would certaijaly be 
with. ; | | 
Two 


_ 
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Two Days after I viſited my Merchant, 
who told me, No Body had come as yet. 
This made me once more think, that ſhe 
meant to my {elf the Paſſion ſhe exprels'd 
for the Slave; and I waited on her, in hopes 
of a fuller Diſcovery. It fell out there was 
no Body by, and to make Uſe of that Op- 
puny, I took no notice of what ſhe had 
ſaid concerning the Alzerize, but declar'd my 
Paſſion to her. She entertain'd my Love 
with an unſupportable Pride, aſſuring me, 
She would acquaint her Husband with my 
Infolence; and that if ever I preſum?'d to 
ſet my Foot within her Doors, I ſhould re- 
mo Then, without giving me the Lei- 
ure to reply,ſhe roſe up,and puſht me out of 
the Room, as tho? I would have done her 
Violence. . Her Husband entring in that very 
Moment, {he told him, "That 1 would have 
debauch'd her ; on which he ſwore, That 
were it not 1n reſpect to the Prince I 
ſery'd, he would have my Throat cut. Ire- 
ply*'d, my Guilt was not ſo great as he ima- 
gird; that what T had ſaid to his Lady was 
only ſuch Complements as usd in Frazxce to 
be beftow*d on all Women, and had no Re- 
lation at all to what ſhe ſpoke of; and as a 
Proof that I meant honeſtly, I would never 
return to his Houſe. Mazrique ſeem'd fſatil- 
fied with theſe Excuſes, and I took my Leave 
of him, inrag'd at Iis Wife's era? 
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and reſoly'd to be more wary for the future, 
being in a Country where Love-Intviegues 
are very perilous. Yet, methought,. I was 
the more charm'd with her for it ; ' FT had 
fancy'd her that Day fairer than ſhe us'dto 
ſeem, and IT found that Love 1s increas'd þ 
nothing ſo much as Oppoſition, © ; .. 
Thus was I wrack'd with: Love:and 'De- 
ſpair, when the aforeſaid Merchantgave me 
notice, That a Woman iwas come to ſpeak 
with the Afgerizie, and;accarding to my Or- 
ders, he had defir'd her to call againthe nexr 
Evening. I could not doubt but 1/abella had 
ſent this Meſlage, and went the next Day to 
the Merchants, where I remain'd under m 
Diſgmie, waiting for the Meſſenger's Re- 
turn, and accordingly a Daeza came, and 


aſſur'd me, That if I pleasd ſhe would car- 


ry me to a beautiful Lady, who had an earn- 
elt Deſire to ſee me. I an{wer'd I would rea- 
dily ſubmit to her Directions; and ſhe , 


without replying, beck'd to me that T ſhould 


follow her. I did, and having gone through 
many By-Alleys, we {topp*d under a low 
Balcony, out of which , the Dzeza-having 
cough'd once or twice, a Rope-Ladder was 
thrown down; TI was bid to get up, and 
obey*d haſtily, being ſpurr'd on by the im- 


puns I had to know if it really was 1/a- 


ella. 


I enter'd 


Lenter*d into theRoom, and by the means 


of a dim Light knew her to be the ſame. 
She told me, That tho? ſhe had never ſeen 


me but once, as I paſſed along the Street, 
ſhe had been extreamly taken with my good 
Mien, and that the Heroick Action I had 
done, perſuaded her ſhe m_ entruſt me 
with her Reputation. TI could ſcarce beper- 
ſuaded but ſhe knew me; yet ſpeaking in a 
feign'd Voice, as I had always done while I 
worethat Habit, I reply*d IT was very much 
oblig'dto her, for the good Opinion ſhe had 
of me, but yet I could not but reſent the In- 
jury ſhe had done to the deareſt Friend I had, 
nameing my ſelf. What then, anſwer'd ſhe, 
aid he tell you of it * Yes, Madam, reply'd I, 
and that has ſomething abated the Eſteem 1 had 
for you. Ha! ſaid ſhe, do you then know me ? 1 
told her,I did,and that my Friend had ſhew'd 
Her to me, one Day, as ſhe was coming out 
of Church. And where were you then, cry'd 
ſhe, that 1 did net ſee you? I reply'd, ſhe 
went by in ſuch haſte, that ſhe took no no- 
tice of her Admirers. But, continu'd ſhe, T 
was told you was gone, It ts true, anſwer'd I, 
that it is thought ſo, ſome Reaſons having ob- 

lig*d me to oj 
knowing the Woman who had diſoblig*'d my 
« Friend, Þ ventur'd abroad under a Diſguiſe. 
She ask*'d me, If I had found her fo "Xx 
ble a Perſon. I afſur'd her, Thad _— 
| ICE. 
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cond, but through the Deſire of | 
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[tice to her Beauty, and was very {ovry (hat 


{fo handfom a. Lady ſhould be fo erudl.+ 4c 


muſe me not of Cruelty, ſaid the, wit /ce what 


Hazara I run for your ſake, and 1 naran 


cone, did jou inform your Friend of all ths. 
Never miſiruſt me, Madam, replyd I, ont if 


jou Would oblige me, let we kizow what reaſon 


ju had to uſe him ſo ill, She anſwer'd, 
| was my felf the Occaſion of it, and 
that ever ſince ſhe had feen me, ſhe had 
aken an Averſion for all other Men, and 
laving no Inclination for my Friend, had 
been glad, at once to get rid of him, and 
23h her Husband a good Opinion of her 
ertue. I enquir'd into the Cauſe of her 
Hatred to him, and ſhe reply*'d, She could 
not fancy him,. that ſhe could not tell why, 
but ſhe hated him as much as ſhe lov'd 
me. | 

This Diſcourſe indeed ſurpriz'd me, to ſee 
that the ſame Woman, who found me fo 
mnworthy of her Eſteem, while I was ha- 
bited like a Gentleman, ſhould have ſuch a 
Fondneſs for me, under the naſty Garb of a 
deſpicable Slave. But our Paſſions are who 
ly unaccountable, eſpecially thoſe of Wo- 
men. My Diſpleaſure was ſo great to hear 
my ſelf thus deſpis*d, that I was tempted to 
Uicover who I was, and tho' I forbore it at 


Ithe preſent, I could not keep from contradi- 


ng her bad Opinion of me, bcing as jealous 
of 
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01 th& ves Happineſs, as if it had been 
angphcr., "1THis hundred me from anſwering 
J[29:111's Paſſion as T ſhould have done, and 
ſhe. ſooh Þerteiv'd that my chiefeſt Care was 
to give her better Thoughts of my Friend, 
She was ſo diſſatisfied at it, that ſhetold me, 
I did not deſerve the Honour ſhe did me, 
ſince my Zeal wasgreater for my Friend than 
for her. I perceiv'd my Error, and endea- 
vour'd to repair my Fault ; but ſhe ſaid, She 
dard not truſt me, and if TI delird to regain 
her Favour, I mult conceal this Adventure 
from wy Friend, and not once name him in 
her Preſence. I promisd I wovld obey hex, 
and ſhe ſaid, We mutt put of our farther 
Converſation to another 'T ime, and that] 
ſhould hear from ker the next Pay. Ir was 
very unwillingly that I pared, but being 
forced to comply, I returnd to my Mer: 
 chant's. | | | "I 
The Reader will wonder at what I am 
$0ing to relate, if he conſiders not that Self 
ove and Selt-conceit, are ſtifl our predom: 


nant Paſſions. I was aſham'd of ſtanding 
indebted to my Diſguiſe for the Enjoyment 
of my Miitrets, and refolv'd, it I was tent 
tor any more, to return jn my own Cloaths. 
In this Humour I remain'd all Day at the 
Merchants, and the Dzexa beings come at 
Night, I pat on my falſe Beard and a Velt, 
which coverd my orher Cloaths, and thus}iw 


habited 
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habited, I follow'd her, . but. before I got. u 
ns | the Ladder left them in the Street. Tal, 
ng | came with eagerneſs to receive me,and know- 
{| ing me, again, {cream'd out, fſaying;.' The 
was undone.and betray'd. © Iconjur'd her not 
ne, | to make any Noiſe, and ſhe came to her ſelf 
again. 1 ee, ſaid ſhe then, that the Villain 
an 14s 4 greater Rjndneſs for you than me, ſance 
ea. | be has reveald this ſecret to you ;- but if you love 
She | 12e you will affiſt me iz being reveng'd of that 
tin er fraious Wretch,.. and that is the only wo for 
ae [jo to-gain my Eſteem. I will, anſwerd I, 
in| hex ever you pleaſe. I love you above all that 
er, þ 472 be dear to me, and had he 4 thouſand Lives 
wer 1. world ſacrifice them all to, your Reſentment ; 
ti wrly let. me know how ſo baſe a Man can have 
rag merited a Heart you reſale me.. Go, reply'd 
noſhe, and fetch me his Flead, and you ſhall ſee 
er-Iwhat I will ao for you. ED 
I ſmil'd at her Miſtake, which T thought 

init now Time to bring to a Concluſion, and 
4{Jafur'd her, I could not bring his Head other- 
ni-{ wiſe than on my: own Shoulders, that I was 
ngthe ſame who came to her the Night before, 
and who alone deſerv'd her Kindneſs. At 
at which ſhe was ſo aftoniſh'd that ſhe ſcarce 
hs. heard what IT ſaid. Her Surprize being at 
-he/aſt over, ſhe told me, It was impoſſible, and 
2 that before ſhe could believe me, ſhe muſt 

ſt, Je me in the ſame Habit I had then. I1an- 


w]ſwer'd, It was no very hard Task, and that 
ed Q 2 I had 
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T had left it under the Balcony. She deſir'd 
me to fetch it, but T was ſcarce down, ere 
ſhe pull'd up the Ladder, and withdrew. I 
was ſurpriz'd at it, and believ'd ſhe ſtill con- 
tinu'd in the Opinion that the Slave and 1 
were two different Perſons, and that I had 
made uſe of the Paſſion ſhe had for him, to 
deceive her... © © 6 "0 
- Tr was fo dark T could not tell where I 
was, and being deſirous to know the Houſe, 
I reſolv'd toremain there tillit was Day, hav- 
ing firſt put off my falſe Beard and Velt ; but 
T had not waited long before T heard a Noife, 
and faw ſome 'Men with drawn'Swords in | 
their Hands, juſt upon me. T threw off my 
Diſguiſe, which was troubleſome to me, and 
drawing my Sword, runat the foremoft of h 
them, and before the reſt could come about 4 
me, made the beſt of my Way home. 
 Manrique was theManT had wounded; for 
T was no ſooner down, but his Wife, enragd 
to be thus impos'd on, went to him, ſaying, 
Thad attempted to climb into the Balcony; 
and was, ſhe believ'd, ftill in the Street, - 
with the ſame Deſign. Heynmediately took} : 
Fire, and attended by ſome of his Seryants, c] 
Was come out to murther me; but the Care 
they took of their wounded Maſter, Had fa-ſ x: 
vour'd my Eſcape. = { jus 
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They took up the Beard and Veſt, whicl 
they carry*'d to 1/:b?/la, who remembring 
that was the very Habit ſhe had ſeen her A!- 
gerzae 1n, and comparing his Shape and Fea: 
tures with mine, -began ro believe what I had 
{aid might be trug. 

Mazprique, through what Defign I know 
not,, conceald my being concern'd in that 


1 Accident, and it was ſcoa reported, 


That the ſame Algerize who had kilPd the 
Duke d2——s San at Eleoxor's, had wounded 
lum. But every Body thinking him gone, 
took all this to be a Fancy of Marrique's, who 
was content with owing me a ſecret Grudge, 


I tho' his Wound had prov'd but very ſlight. 


Fearing the fatal Conſequences of a Spazz- 
ard's Reſentment, T till kept on my Guard ; 
but I was freed from that Care, by a Perſon 
| ſhould leaſt have expeQted it from, where I 
had another Inſtance of the capaciouſneſs of 
a Woman's Temper. | 

I/abella, in the mean while, being now 


| convinc'd I was the ſame with the Slave ſhe 
| doted on, felt for me the raging Paſſion ſhe 


formerly had far him, and heartily grievd 
at having rendred her Husband jealous of me. 


| She then thought of ſeveral Ways to corre 


her Error, and art laſt pitch'd upon a yery 
ſtrange one; which being reſolv'd on, hes 
next Care was how ſhe ſhould fee me, andac> 


Q3 quaint 
om | 
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quaint me at once with her Plot, and the 
Love ſhe had for me. | 
She eaſily obtain'd her Deſire, and having 


underſtood I was at the Merchants, came 
there, to my great Wonder, habited like a 


Daegna. She began by proteſting {he was | 


unacquainted with her Husband's Intentions 
to murther me ; but being better inforn''d, 
I would not let her go on, till ſhe had con- 
feſs'd the Truth, which at laft ſhe did, as 1 


have juſt related it ; and then continu'd her 


Diſcourſe in this manner. 

It is true, I took a Fancy to that Slave, not 
knowing it was you ;, but forarve that one Fault, 
and you ſhall henceforth be the only Objeit of my 
Love. I have renarea you ſuſpicious to m 
Husband, but I know a certain Means whereby 
you may regain his Confidence, if you will but 
- follow my Aawvice, Ton muſt endeavour to meet 
him at ſome of your common Acquaintances. 


There you ſhall wholly diſown to him that you | 


ever had any Deſign upon my Honour, and pro- 
reſt that it is a falſe Accnſation I charg*d you 
with, finding you were acquainted with an In 
triezue I had with the Algerine. Ton may de- 


fire him, for his greater. Satisfaction, to exa- | 


mine the Duena, whoſe Name is Beatrix, and 
F will inffratt her how ſhe ſhall anſwer him and 
Jaftifie you. 


The 
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The Project ſeenv'd to me ſomething Dan-. 
gerous, and I ask'd her, Whether ſhe had 
well weiglrd all the ill Conſequences that 
might attend it. She defir*d me to do what 
ſhe would have me, and afſur'd mel ſhould 
not receive any Injury by it, TI told her I 
would conſider of it, but could not take 
my Reſolution ſo ſuddenly, and fo we part- 


This gave my thinking Faculty no little 
Exerciſe, for I could not comprehend how 
this Woman could be willing that her Huſ- 
band ſhould think her falſe to him, as he 
mult naturally do if her Deſign took effect; 
and beſides, I fear'd, that did I ſucceed, ir 
would but make him the more jealous, and 
thus I ſhould be depriv'd of the Advantage T 
expected by it. But afterall, I thought I 
might truſt her, fince {he ought to know her 
Husband better than I did, and I judged it 
worth my while te venture ſomething 1n or- 


der to free my ſelf from the continual Ap- 


prehenſions I lay under. But, to ſpeak the 
Truth, my Love was the chiet Motive thet 
induc'd me to it, and flatter'd with the 


| Eſteem ſhe had for me, while ſhe took ws 


for an Alzerine, T was impatient of confirm- 
ing it under my true Shape. 

I ſought for an Opportunity of entertain- 
ing Marnrique, which having found, I told 
hun, I had lomething of Moment to IMmpart 
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to him. Then, ſeing he was willing to hear 
me, I did, according to his Wife's Dire&ti. 
ons, aſſure him, Thar, as for my part, I ne- 
ver had any Engagement with her, but be. 
ing the only Man who was acquainted with 
her Intriegue with the Alzerize, the Slave 
having own'd it to me, ſhe had charg'd me 
with this falſe Accuſation, on purpoſe that 
he ſhould not give any Credit to the Notice 
I might have given him of her ill Condutt. 
Manrique, upon hearing this, embrac'd me 
with all imaginable Kindneſs, ſaying, he 
was now no Jonger at a loſs, to know why 
he who had wounded him, had let fall a 
Veſt; but that beſides, a falſe Beard had 
been found, which made him miſtruſt that 
ſome Body elſe was come to ſee his Wife un- 
derthatDiſguiſe. Then heask'd me, How long 
it was ſince the Slave had abſented himſelf ? 
I anſwer'd, He had left Maaria the next Day 
after his being wounded, and that as for the 
falſe Beard, - he muſt not wonder at that, 
the 4/2crize uſing them ſometimes when he 
deiir'd not to be known. Marrique ſeenvd 
- now co be fully ſatisfied, but {aid, If T would 
_ oblige him throughly, IT muſt contrive the 
Slave's Return to Madrid, that he might be 
reveng'd of him. T promis'd to uſe my En- 
deavours, and he begged me to remain his 
Friend, and vilit hum with the fame Freedom 
I tormerly had dene, aſſuring methe would 

T9 S not 


EF, CT. 0D, To = A720 


s ., 'T., pos = HP. Th as 


_ Tl 0 mw. 


C 233 ] 
nat ſpeak of this to his Wife, till he could 


produce the Slave to confront her. 
The eafineſs with which he ſeem'd to cre- 


dit what I ſaid, made me ſuſpect his Since- 


rity, and it was ſometime before I dar'd truſt 
either him or his Spouſe ; but my eager Love 
did at laſt overcome my Jealoufies. I con- 
tinu'd my Viſits, being free from Suſpicion, 
had the Liberty of converſling with his Wife, 
and thus we enjoy'd for ſome time the Fruits 
of our Artifice, But Marque at len 
grew impatient of the Slave's Abſence ; I 
told him, T-could not help it, and that let 
me write to Alger never ſo often, I had no 
anſwer, which made me believe he was dead. 
But this did not content him, and he told me, 
That ſince I could not hear from him, T 
mult help him to get rid of his Wife; that 
he would tax her'with what I had inform?d 
_ of, and that T muſt ſtand to what I had 
ſaid. - 

Tconjur'd him not to carry things to that 
Extremity ; but he was inexorable, and all 


I could do was to acquaint 1/abel/a with it, 


She heard me withoutghe leaft Concern, her 
Plot being ſo contriv'd, that T was to be the 
Obje&t of her Husband's Revenge. Her 
Anſwer was, 'That ſhe neither fear*d me nor 


| her Husband, and knew well enough how 


to diſappoint our Deſigns. I was aſtoniſh*d 
at this Reply, and thinking ſhe had miſtaken 
: es Pr "2 
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me, repeated over-again what T' had been 
ſaying to her, vowing I would rather dye 
than affifſt her Husband to her - Prejudice. 
She ſeem*d well pleas'd at it, and anſwer'd, 
If Tdid not bear Witneſs againſt her, ſhe had 
nothing to fear. TI reply«d, I wondred how 
| The could ſuppoſe I ſhould ever think of do- 

10g her any Injury; and thus we part- 
ed. 

But this Woman was more miſchievous 
than I could ever have imagin'd. I was no 
ſooner gone efre ſhe went to her Husband, 
and told him, ſhedding abundance of Tears, 
The found her ſelf bound in Duty and Con- 
icience to acquaint him, That he entertain*d 
a Man whoſe whole Study was to contrive 
tus Shame, T know, continu*d ſhe, what he 
has made you believe, to gain your good Opi- 
non; he has ownfd it to me himſelf, thinking 
me ſo mad as to love him. He was the only Al- 
gerine that ever came to me, for it was under 
that Diſzaiſe that he would have got up into my 
Chamber. From his Hand you receiv*d your 
Wound. All this I knew, and if I have ſince 
endur'd his Company, the Reaſon was, becauſe 
you were ſo infatuated with him, that I could 
ao no otherwiſi ; but his Impudence is at length 
grown to ſuch a Pitch, that I cay bear with i 
wo longer. | | 


All 
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All the Lies ſhe impos'd on his Belief, 
ſeemn'd to him ſo probable, that he wondred 
how he ever had ſuſpected her Vertue, ſee- 
ing ſheever had given him notice of my en- 
deavouring to cuckold him ; and being now 
fully perſuaded of what ſhe ſaid, he tender- 
ly embrac'd her, vowing he would be :re- 
veng*d on me. TI, in the mean while, fu- 
ſ] -efied nothing of all this ; yet fearing Maz- 
71que would execute the Deſign he had made 
me acquainted with, I kept from his Houſe; 
and it was above a Week lince the laſt Viſit 
I paid him, whenT receiv*d a Note from Ele- 
ozor, to give me Notice, That my Death 
was decreed, and that I had beſt quit Spaiz 
with all poſſible Diligence. 

Tho? it was very Prefling, I could not 
cruſt to it, but reſoly*d to ſpeak with thePer- 
ſon that ſent it me. I had not ſeen her ſince 
the Promiſe I had made not to viſit her ; but 
upon the Receipt of her Letter, I put on = 
Aleerinve Habit, and waited on her, pretend- 
ing I came from her Husband. Hearing I 
was there, ſhe ran down to me, and inform- 
ed mein a few Words, That Marnrique had 
given out, I was the Perſon who under the 
Diſguiſe of an Algerine Slave had kilPd the 
Duke ae————$5 Son; that the King was 
acquainted with it, and grew extream jeal- 
ous thereupon ; that he had quarrelPd with 
her, accuſing her of having harbour'd _ 

under 
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under that Diſguiſe, and had not ſeen her 
ſince, ſo that ſhe thought her felf wholly 
6ut of Favour; and that as for me, the 
King, the Duke d—— and Maprique, had 
agreed I ſhould be murther'd, to that my 
Ruin was unavoidable if I did not immedi- 
ately fly out of the Kingdom. . 

By the manner of her Delivery, I judged 
T had no Time to loſe, and that. it was my 
beſt way to take her Counſel and be gone ; 
but my Sorrow at leaving her, and at my 
being the innocent Cauſe of all the Trouble 
ſhe had received, made me very loath ta 
part, which ſhe perceiving grew angry with 
me; telling me, She ſaw I did not carewhat 
became of her, ſince I would remain there, 
tho' I knew ſhe were loſt if it reach'd the 
King's Ears that ſhe had ſpoke with me ; 
which ſaid, ſhe retir'd, ordering me to be 
gone. 

T was vexed at heart to fee my ſelf thus 
{ever'd from a Perſon,- for whom I {till re- 
raid an unteignd Paſſion, and from whom 
T had ſome Reaſon to expect an equal return; 
and the Deſire of ſeeing her once more, and 
bidding her a more tender Adieu, prevaiPd 
with me above the Dread of my Danger. T 
| Had not the Power to go out of 'Town, and 
my Love blinded me to that degree, that T 
endeavour'd to find out ſome plauſible Excuſe 


tor my Stay. od 
| | he 
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The Prince's Buſineſs were a Pretext ſuſh- 
cient to fatisfic my ſelf; and however uſeleſs 
I might be to him, yet my fond Imagination 
made me fancy he could not be without me,s 
whenever my Potage would not ſuffer me to 
think of a Retreat. Herel again experienc'd, 
That Love ſoon grows ſ{tronger than all our *-: 
other Paſſions, when we yield our ſelves up 
toit; and theſe who once ſuffer it to gain 
Ground, muſt expect it will make them deaf 
to all other Conſiderations. 

But tho? the Hope.of giving Eleonor an- 
other Viſit were the chief Motive of my 
remaining there; yet that of being reveng- 
ed.on 1/abella did not a little conduce to 
it, and, after all, that was my greateſt Care; 
{o unſteady was TI in my Wiſhes and Refolu- 
tions. I had indeed ſeveralſubſtantial Reaſons 
to hate that Woman, yetT reſented nothing 
fo much as her preferring the Algerize before 
me. | 
Thinking ſhe was not fully fatisfied that 
the Al/perine and I were the fame Perſon, I 
attempted, by deceiving her once more, to 
work my Ends, and to'that purpoſe ſent her 
the following Letter. | 


Madam, 
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Madam, 
OU will perhaps be Jurpri='d at receiu- 
FS 772 this. But tho the Hand may be un- 
known, the Perſoa I hope is not ;, I am Acma- 
Hamet, 'once happy in your Love, ana who 
have been oblig*d to abſcond through the Per fidr- 
ouſneſs of one, I, (though andeſervedly) calPd 
my Friend. However, I have now pat it oat 
of his Power to injure me, fince he # ignorant of 
my being here; which I have taken all poſſible 
Care t0 conceal from every one, ſave the Perſon 
for whoſe ſake I have venturd hither, I lodge 
with Alonſo Riberos, and (if you can ſtill love 
me) expect ſhortly to hear from you. My Landlord 
thinks 1 come from , Morocco, and am calPa 
Muley Aſan. - Under that Name it is I mat 
be enquird for. 


This being ſafely deliver'd, I went and 
lay at Alonſo Riberos, whom I made believe 
that I was a Morocco Merchant, ; and was 
come to Madrid, about {ome Bulineſs relat- 
ing to my Trade. Thus under this new 
Diſguiſe, I was ſafe from my Perſecutors ; I 
ſatisfied the Fancy I had to remain there, 
_=_ fed the Hopes of compaſſing my De- 
IgNS., 


When 
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When T reflect on my Madneſs, Iam con- 
vinc'd that any one Paſſion is ſufficient 8 
make a young Man venture on the moſt de- 
ſperate Undertakings ; for the more perilous 
my Projects were, the more eager was I to 
put them in Execution; and certainly Age 
and Wiſdom can alone reclaim a Man from 
this ridiculous Romantick undauntedneſs. 

I was not long at Rzbeross before T had an 
Anſwer to my Letter. It came fafe to 1/a- 
bell”s Hands, and it is not to be wondred at, 
if having formerly thought the Alzerize Slave 
and I to be two different Perfons, | ſhe was 
confirm*®d in that Opinion by the Receipt of 
this Letter. She rejoiced doubly that her 
Plot againſt me had ſo well ſucceeded, ſince 
her Husband being now fully perſuaded T 
was the Alzerine who had been ſo muchralk'd 
on, would never ſuſpect her Intriegue, and 
that ſhe might quietly enjoy the Man, for 
whom alone ſhe ever had'a real Love. 

The Dnexa Beatrix was ſent to Alonzo Ri- 
beros, andT was carry'd, asat other Times, 
to the low Balcony, J/abella, taking me for 
the Slave ſhe had formerly ſeen, receiv*d me 
with all poffible Demonſtrations of Kind- 
neſs, and related tome'all that had happen'd 
during my Abſence, and how ſhe would 
have procur'd the French Count's Death, by 
making her Husband believe that it was-*he 
who had diſguifd himfelf under the Habit of 

an 
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an Algerine Slave. Then ſhe blam'd me for 
my Indiſcretion, in having acquainted that 
French T.ord with our firſt Interview, and 
thus given him the means to: come to the 
——a—— ſhe had deſign'd to none but my 
elf. | Eat 
' My Love was fo well extinguifhd that 
her Diſcourſe prov'd but a Diverſion to me, 
and being no longer jealous of my ſelf, I re- 
fſoly*d to ſee how far her Blindneſs and Im- 
pudence would go. I begg'd a thouſand Par- 
dons for having been ſo talkative. Bur after 
all, Madam, continued I, you have 20 great 
Reaſon to be anary with me, for having im- 
provid your Acquaintance with that Frenchman; 
ſince, as T have been told, he did not wholly dij+ 
pleaſe you, and you, have been pretty intimate 
rogether, - Gage | EE IN IN. 
She deny*d ſhe ever had lov'd him, aſſur- 
ing me, her admitting him, was only with 
a Deſign to undo him, of which ſhe had at 
laſt found an Opportunity. I grew very un- 
ealie at hearing her tell ſo many Lies, and ſo 
openly confeſs her Perfidiouſneſs, yet I did 
not diſcover my ſelf, but at laſt took my 
Leave, ſhe not in the leait ſuſpeCting me. |. 
I thought things were now in a fair way 
for my intended Revenge, and began to con- 
ſider how I ſhould make uſe of my Advan- 
tage. Alonzo Riberos traded muchin Foreign 
Countries, {o that ſeveral Strangers uſually 
| reſorted 
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reſorted thither, which had made me chuſe 
his Houſe, the better 'to deceive 1/abella., 
Among others, a certain Algerze viſited, him 
frequently, whoſe dull Look made mejtidge! 
him molt fit for my Purpoſe: "OE 

I had a very underſtanding Man to.my 
Valet de Chambre, whom IT wholly confided 
in, HimT inform'd of my Intentions, and 
accordingly. he fell into Diſcourſe with'the' 
Alzerine, telling him; That one of the 
greateſt Beauties in Spazz look'd for a Man of 
Alzier, having a great Appetite for a Gallant: 
of that, Country. This Propoſition was not 
{o'great a "Temptation to him, as a ſmall 
Pretent my Man made him, with a Promiſe” 
of 'as much more, if he would do what 
{ſhould be deſir'd of him, and be diſcreet. 

The African promis'd an exact Perform- 
ance, and my Man order'd him to wait at 
Alonzo Ribeross, having firſt told him what. 
he ſhould do. 'Fhen he acquainted me with, 
the Succeſs of his Negotiation, and Beatrix 
being come at her uſual Hour, which, was 
always 1h the Dusk of the Evening, I ſent 
the true Alzerine.in my ſtead ; who was car- 
Tried to the Houſe, and, as he had been di- 
rected, climb'd up the Rope-Ladder into the 
Balcony, and thence went - into 1/abella's 
Chamber. | 


R My . 
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My Servant, who had dogg'd him, no 
- ſooner ſaw him ſafe, but he carry'd a Note 
T had given him for Maxrique ; by which I 


gave him _— That the famous Alzerine 


Slave was then aCtually with his Wife. "The 


Cuckold was in Bed, but my Man, having | 
told his Servants that it was about Matters | 


of great concern, they wak'd him and de- 


liver'd it. The Hopes he had of ſurprizing | 


me rendred him more diligent. He order*d 


rt of his Servants to wait under the Bal- | 
cony, While himſelf, with 'T'wo or Three | 
of them, went into his Lady's Cham: | 


ber. 


While things were 1n that Poſture on his 


ſide, let us ſee a little what happen'd on 1/a- 
bella*s. . She did not at firit ſuſpect the Chear, 
but finding that Man was neither in Shape 
nor Voice like her dear Slave, ſhe fetch'd a 


Candle, . and at firſt Sight diſcover'd his Mi- | 


ſtake. Her Surprizal was not ſo great as it 
would have been, had ſhe been leſs accus 
ftom'd to theſe kind of Intriegues. Sheask*d 
- tim how he came there? And he confeſs'd 
that one Maley-Aſar, an Inhabitant of Mo: 
_ rocco, had, through the means of one of his 
Servants, engag'd him in that Enterprize, |; 
" What a Grief was it to 1/abella, that i 
d 


only Man ſhe doated on,{hould be fo ungrate- | 


ful as to expoſe her thus! But ſhe concea 
ber Affliction from the Algerzze, and telling 
him, 
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him, That thoſe who had perſuaded him to 
what he did, only ſought his Ruin, order'd 
Fm to be gone. His Danger made him 
more quick of Apprehenſion than he had be- 
fore appear'd to be, and without giving her 
the Trouble of repeating it a ſecond Time, 
he ſoon found the Way down the Rope- 
Ladder, which 1/abel/a immediately drew 
up. 
He was juſt ſetting his Foot on the Ground, 
and ſhe ſhutting her Balcony-Door, when 
Manriques Men ſeiz?d on him, and their Ma- 
ſter entred into her Chamber. He found her 
in a Diſorder which confirmd his Jealouſies, 
and was going to examine her, when his 
Men brought up him they had ſeiz'd in the 
Styeet. Ir 1s not poſſible to expreſs the Sur- 
prize he was in, to fee it was not I: He 
doubted not but thoſe who had afſurd him, 
the Alzerine Slave was no other than my ſelf 
under that Diſguiſe, had impos'd on his Be- 
lief, and this aggravating Circumſtance in- 
creasd his Wife's Guilt more than he had 
thought her. He reſolv'd to carry his Re- 
venge to the utmoſt, and having faſ?md 
her Chamber-Door upon her, kept the 4/- 
gerize cloſely confin'd. 
. The next Day it was reported, That the 
| noted A/zerine Slave, who had kilPd the 
| Duke d———s Son, had been caught in Bed 
with Marrique's Wife, and was then in Cu- 
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ſtody at his Houſe. * This made a great 
Noiſe, and Eleozor, who heard of it, con- 
cluded it to be me, who not having follow”:! 
her Advice, had imbroiPd my felt into freſh 
Troubles. It came alſo to' the King, and 
gave him new Sulpicions againſt E/eoror , 
who, he fancy'd, ſtill conceal'd me 1n her 
Houſe. | 

The Duke 4e- no ſooner heard of it, 
but defirous to vent his Spleen againſt his 
Son's Murtherer, he came to Mazr:que, and 
having both examin'd the Tnnocent Priſoner, 
they diſcover'd their Error. As for I/abe!la, 
ſhe was under a continual Fear, leſt he ſhould 
have declar'd- who had fent him, and her 
falſe Lover, being ſ{c:z'd, ſhould have con- 
te{sd the whole Truth. '. 

What ſhe dreaded came to paſs, but hav- 
ing foreſcen it, I had remov'd my Lodging; 
and {oon aiter was infornv'd, It was the pub- 
lick Diſcourſe, 'That I had perſonated one 
Mauley- Afiz , and had taken a Lodging at 
Kiberos, on purpole to att this Tragedy. 
By this I judg'd it high Time for me to be 
gone, and having ſent my Servants before, I 
leit Maarid the next Day, accompany*d only 
by my Valet de Chambre. yy 


I arriv'd at Bajoane, defi ning thence to 
go tor Gaze, where I expected to-meet 
with the Prigce, who, with kis Army made 
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Head againſt the Duke de Vendoſome. Berg 
was then beſieg'd, which was in July 1653, 
ButT was forc'd to continue there ſome Time, 
being fallen ill, and wrote to the Prince to 
repreſent to him part of the Reaſons which 
had'o6blig'd me toquit Madrid. [The Anſwer 
T had from him was, That I might either go 
t0:'Parrs or the Duke de Vendoſme*s Army, and 
that he would not be the occaſipn of my be- 
ing: of a different ' Party from my Brother, ; 
whence I judp dhe was not over-wel fatisfied 
weak my Neyotiation. PO 

It may wellbe thought I was vex'd that T 
ſhould have diſpleasd him, and often cursd 


thoſe Adventures which had occafion'd my 


Negligence. Then I reſolv'd ta uſe my ut- 
moeſtendeavours to regain his Favour:And in 
order to it, ro return to Madrid, "where, by 
a\grcat Application to Buſineſs, I might make 
fome Amends for my former Errors. But, 
to my Shame be it ſpoken, my Lovefor Eleo- 
nor Was indeed the' true” Motive. which 1n- 
duc'd metoit. The Care ſhe had taken of 
my Safety, oblig*d me to a grateful Return, 
and the dangerous Circumſtances I had left 
her in, did, (Timagin'd) require my Aſſi- 


Fance.' TI fancy'd that the King having for- 
faken her, her Husband's Jealouſie and Re- 
ſentment might provoke him to a Fatal Re- 


venge, and accugd my {elf of Baſeneſs, in 


leaving her as I had done. 
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How wretched is their Condition who en- 
{ave themſelves to the moſt unruly Paſſion! 
Tt not only blinds them, but alſo puffs them 
up, with a Conceit that none are fo quick- 
ſizhted as themſelves; for had all the World 
told me I was mad, to dream of returning to 
Maarid, T ſhould have thought my ſelf wi- 
{er than all the World, ſo clear and convinc- 
ing did thoſe Reaſons ſeem, which induc'd 
metoit. Nor but T, ſometimes, made flight 
Reflexions on the Temerity of. my Deſign, 
but the more raſh it {ſeem'd to me, the more 
deſirous I was to go about it, fancying 1t a 
Heroick AQion, thus to venture my. Life 
for the ſake of my Miſtreſs. I hope none. of 
my Readers will be of the ſame Opinion 
was then of, in commending an Amorous 
Generofity, which would have expos'd ;me 
yo greater Hazards than any I had yet run, 
had not Sickneſs prevented my unaccounta- 
ble Folly. Et 
Being fully bent on it, I ſent the Prince a 
Letter, to acquaint him, 'That preferring his 
Service before any other Conſiderations, - I 
was returning into Spaiz,and hop'd he would 
do me the Honour, by writing more oblig- 
ingly, to let me know, I had regain'd his 
Favour ; which being ſent, I ſet out for 
Maaria, in ſpight of my Indiſpoſition.; but 
the very firſt Day's Journey ſpent me quite, 
{o that'T was forc'd to ſtop at Fortarabia, 

EY where 


[ 247 ] 
where I. kept my Bed near Six Weeks, une 
der ſo violent a Diſeaſe that my Life was of- 
ten deſpair'd of. | 

_ T had, upon my falling ſick, ſent a Letter 
to Eleoror, to acquaint her, That it was im- 
_poſſible for me to leave her, and that I de- 
lign'd to ſee her,as ſoon as my Health would 
permit, to offer her my Service and Afſi+ 
ſtance, ia a Time when I fear'd ſhe had 
need of them. I had alſo order'd the Mef- 
ſenger to enquire what People ſaid of me 
there; and eſpecially concerning Manrique 
and his Wife. | 2 

He deliver'd my Letter to Elcozor, wha 
reply'd by Word of Mouth, That I had beſt 
keep away, and that ſhe had no other An- 
{wer to give him. As for Marrique, he was 
told, That Lord made ſtrift Search after me, 
that his Wife had inform'd him, IT was Ma- 
lej-Aſan, who after ſeveral unſucceſsful Ats 
tempts upon her Chaſtity, had out of Re- 
venge, contriv'd what had happen'd ; that 
the Alzerine had been ſet at.Liberty, after a 
ſharp Reprimand ; and that T muſt neyer 
think of returning to Madrid any more. He 
brought me this Anſwer at a Time when ] 
began to grow better, and Lthink that had 
my Recovery. been more perfett, I would 
have ventur*d through all theſes Dangers, fo 
mugh was I diſpleas'd at Eleonar*s not writ- 
ing to me, and ſo great was my Deſire 'of 

R4 __ kering 


+, 2 
ſeeing her. But, happi'y for me, I was too 
weak to undertake ſuch a Journey, and found 
I had nothing elſe to do but to forget her, 
and uſe all poſſible means to' regain my 
Health. Wo. i LS 


-- Thus I quite Jaid aſide the Thoughts of 


Returning. But before T proceed any far- 
ther, it will not, I hope, be unacceptable to 
my Reader, if I inform him of what hap- 
pen'd at Madrid fince my being gone, which 
tho? I heard it but long ſince, does, 'I think, 
naturally belong to this -Place,” having ſome 
Relation to what I have lately been ſpeak- 
Mb. ar Er 


3 left there my two Miſtreſſes,  Eleonor and 
T/abella, having lov'd them both, tho? in a 


very different manner ; for*I efteem'd the. 


former, and the latter I fear'd. , Theone had 
_ charny'd me thro? her ſeeming Vertue and 
Generoſity; and the other, on the contrary, 
by her Forwardneſs and the Undauntednels 
with which ſhe ſatisfied her unruly Paſſions; 
but we ſhall find their CharaCters to be much 
alike; when their Circumſtances were the 
fame: And from what IT am going to re- 
late, the Reader, may know what an.Opi- 
mon he ought to. have of thoſe Women 
Whoſe. greateſt "Care is to get many Lovers, 
not. being contented with one Husband or 
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* Tr cheing T/abella's Temper- ever to give 
way to her Inclinations, ſhe ſhew'd her {ef 
in all her Iritriegves as Fantaſtical, as\when 
being enamour'd with-me;'5 while under the 
Slave's Diſguiſe; ſhe could! not ſufferi me, 
when in my own Habit:''[86'moſt 'of-the 
Men ſhe was'concern'd with, were but-of 
an ordinary Condition and*{uch as ſhe migh 

eaſily ſacrifice to her Husband's' Jealouſie 
Not but that'ſhe often met with Admnifers 
of a higher Rank, as the-following' Story 


' Scarce was ſhe marry'd and had appear'd 
at Court, when her Beauty enſnar*'d moſt 
young Lords there; but the moſt ſincere 
and paſſionate of her Lovers was the Prince 
de————the handſomeſt Man certainly in 
all Spai, and of the beſt Preſence. He was 
juſt upon marrying the Marquis 44———5 
Daughter, who' was | reckon'd the greateſt 
Fortune in'that Kingdom, and by whom 
he was teriderly belovid, -when he grew acs 
quainted with [/abella. | 
© He was certainly rather bewitch'd than in 
Love, . for his Dotage was fuch , that te 
break off; or atleaſt defer his Marriage, he 
pretended a Deſire 'of entring into- Orders, 
_ andoffer'd torefign his Birth-Right and his 
Spouſe to his younger Brother ; his Father 
was almoſt perſuaded to it, and the _ 
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would have beendone, had he not been cur'd 


of his Folly. '} - {| 


- Jſabella return'd his Paſſion with an unſuf- 
ferable Pride, and according .to her uſual 
Cuſtom, inform'd her Husband of it, who 
Was as kind:to him, on that Score, as he had 
been to me: So'that the Prince, what thro? 
her Scorn, and the impoſſibility of ſeeing 
her, fell fick with Deſpair. 


. [He had a very cunning Fellow to his Va- . 


let de Chambre, whom he had ſometimes ſent 
with Letters to 1/abella. This Man know- 
ing the Cauſe of his Diſtemper, told him, 
He pity'd him, 'and the more becauſe his 
Miſtreſs was chaſte only to him, having, to 
tis Knowledge, an Intriegue with one of 
her Servants.; which he could have told him 
before , had he not fear'd his Diſpleaſure. 
.. The Prince was like to:have kilPd. him for 


falking fo injuriouſly. of. his. Miſtreſs; - and 


he, ſeeing his Lord's Blindneſs was fo great, 
reſolv*d to open his Eyes. - He got acquaint- 
ed with Marrique's Man, and. by the Promiſe 
of a conſiderable Sum, intic'd him to make 
the Prince a Confeſſion of the whole Buſt 
neſs. His Highneſs gave-as litle Credit.to 
Manr ique's Servantas he had done tohis own 

and would ſcarce hear them, till they had 
offer'd to procure him a Sight of what he 
doubted. . Accordingly. they. took .their 


- 


Meaſures , which having, ſucceeded, the 


- 


-_ nce was an Eye-Witneſs to her Lewd- 
neſs. PE PILE ha 
But his Flame could not be extinguifl'd, by 

ſo convincing a Preof of her Infamy, and 
he reſolv*d to let her know whathe had ſeen, 
with a Deſign (fo meantand weak was he in 
that occaſion) not to ſhame her by taxing her 
with ſo baſe an AQtion, but by his mild 
paſſing it over, to ingage her Gratitude. 
He was ſo ſimple as to tell her, He knew 
of her Intimacy with'thar-Man, but did not 
love her the leſs for it, fince he could tmmpute 
it but toan Inchantment, and did not mna- 
ine that a Lady of her Senſe could have - 
 {toop'd to one fo much below her, had not 
ſome Infernal Power interpos'd in his behalf. 
Nay, and he offer'd by his Death to free her 
from the Wizard, and reftore hex to the Li- 
berty of granting her Favours to thofe who 
ſhould uſe no other Charm but their Love. 
The Lady, who'was no Fool, taking the 
Hint from what he had faid, pretended to 
believe her Servant dealt with the Devil, but 
perſuaded him that his Art had not” been ime 
ploy'd to make the thing real, - but only ro 
impoſe on his Senſes. 'The Story adds, He 
was ſo credulous as to- disbelieve his Eyes: 
and to take what he had ſeen for a Diabalical 
Ilufion, However, Mezrique's Servant was 
murther'd, ' and; as it was fuppos'd, by the 
Prince's Order ; who being thus' oy 
| rom 


[:252 ] 


from the. Magicjan, , perſiſted in loving 1/a- 
bella, and being ſlighted by her. 

The Spaniards being naturally'very. ſuper- 
ſtitious, ,he-imagird that his Miltreſs's Cru- 
elty proceeded: {roma continu'd Witchcraft, 
and. caus'd Maſles:to be {aid, - to: drive away 
the envious Fiend;:. and what would: have 


been any whereelſceſteem'd the/greateſt Im- 


piety... was there look'd: upon. as:an effect of 
His. DNeyot:on , [which made; him uſe the 
higheſt Myſteries'of. our Religion; :t6 obtain 
his, vicious Ends. ,;But; -at laſt he: came to 
hunſelf_again,., and goncluded his Marriage; 
which :he would nog have put off ſo long; 
-had henot loath'd. all, other Women, while 
he was charm'd with the ungrateful 7/abella. 
I had no. Knowledge of ; this ridiculous Story, 
when I courted her, ; elſe I ſhould have be- 
liev'd her lyable to the fame Inchantment, 
when ſhe could not {ufter me under my own 
Shape, while ſhe was diſtracted for me. un- 


- ys - 


der that of .an Algerive. 
 Manrique ſecing Thad left Spain, and thus 
"X40 EE | k ; 

_ fecur'd, myſelf from, his Reſeatment, gave 
out- that it .was I; who had perſonated the 


Slave, and thus decgiv'd the King and all 


the World. The King, who had' ever mi- 
ſtruſted ,Elconor”s Kindneſs for me, doubted 
not 5h it was for her ſake I had thus dif- 
_ 


,my {&lf;- which increaſing his m_ 
| ” 
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ſes, heenquir'd of Marrigae how hecame : 
to know it 9. who having reply'd, It. was 
through his Wite's good Conduct and Ver- 
tue, he 'was, deſirous of ſeeing © her,'' to be 
farther refolv*d.' I had never told her: of -rhy 
Amour with £leopor, fo that ſhe'could-nor 
diſcover any .thing to::that Prince: which 
might confirm his Suſpicion. - On the:con- 
trary, her Vanity made her fo careful to per- 
ſuade his Majeſty, that the great Love ſhe 
had jnſpir*d me with, was the only: occaſion 
of my Diſguiſe, that he could not beheve it 
poſſible for a. Man, whoſe Paſſion for: her 
was {o great, to be at the ſame Time 1n love 
with another. . But it ſucceeded as ill for 
Eleonor as if the King had ſtill queſtion'd her 
Fidelity , for that Prince being ever beſt 
pleas'd with the neweſt Faces, found I/abella 
handſom. enough to deſerve his Aﬀection. © 
The Knowledge Eleozor hac of it, did her 
a great Injury ; for ſhe was then in-very 
good Repute, and every one was convinc'd 
that ſhe ſuffer'd the King's Addrefles: out: of 
meer Complaiſance, and- was the only: one 
of all his Miſtreſſes that had withſtood his 
1mportunate.Defires, -and by her Vertue de- 
ſerv'd:his:Efteem : But ſhe. then deſtroy'd 
that Opinion', for ſhe no ſooner ſaw the 
King inclining to a Change, bur us'd all pof- 
fible-means to reclaim him> and be revetig'd 
of her Rival. Having fome {mall Acquain- 
: tance 
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tance with Marrigue, ſhe ſent for him; and 
informing him of his Majeſty's new Paſſion, 
advis'd him to fend his Wite irito the Coun- 
try. The Succeſs was otherwiſe than ſhe 
had deſign'd, for ſhe not only inſpir'd him 
with a jealouſie capable of hurrying him in- 
_ tothe moſt dangerous Enterprizes (ſuch as 
was. that of croſſing an amorous - Prince's 
Inclinations) but alſo with a Love more dar- 
ing _ than his'Jealouſie could be. He wil- 
lingly-follow'd her DireCtions, ' and having | 
taken his Meaſures accordingly, ſent 1/abellz 
toa Houſe he had, on the farthermoſt Con- 
fines of Spain. Having thus rid her of his 
Wife, he hop'd Eleoxor would have requited 
the Obligation ; but the King having loſt 
1/abella, and not thinking fit to uſe his Au- 
thority in recalling her, renew'd his Affidu- 
ity to Eleoror, fo that Manrique found him- 
felf under a Neceſſity to forbear viſiting his 
Miſtreſs, or to recal his Spoule. | 
Theſe were very hard Circumſtances for 
2a jealous Husband and a paſſionate Lover to 
bein, and I beheve his Love would have got 
the better of his Jealouſie, had he not fear'd 
by ſending for the one to have diſoblig'd the 
other. He therefore left his Lady. in the 
Country, and carefully watch'd the King's 
Abſence, to viſit Eleozor ; but whether 
| really had no Inclination for hum, or that the 
King caus'd her to be narrowly obſerv'd, he 
: reap'd 


El 


reap'd no other Profit from. his Wife's Ab- 
ſence but the King's Diſpleaſure : Haweyor, 
he reſolv'd Eleonor ſhould not enjoy all the 
Benefit of it, and to that effett endeavour'd 
what he could to perſuade her Husband-to 
ſend for her ; but he who had more reſpeQ: 
for his Fortune than his Honour, was little 
moy*d with, his Arguments, and thus Mar- 
rique could neither gain his Miſtreſs Love, 
nor be reveng'd for her Scorn. . - 

Iſabella, in the mean while, bore her Con- 
finement impatiently, and hearing Eleonor 
had, ſince her departure, grown more than 
ever in the King's Favour, it redoubPd her 
Grief, She was alſo inform'd, How ſhe ri- 
vaPd her as well in her Husband's AﬀeCtion 
as in the King's, and hop'd, by giving his | 
Majeſty Notice of it, to work a double Re- 
venge. She did, and the Iflue was, That 
Manrique was made Governour of a Town 
far diſtant from Madrza.. 


I have not heard any more of their In- 
triegues, but when I was acquainted thav 
Eleonor, for whom TI had fo great an Eſteem, 
had yielded to Manrique's Deſires, I thank'd 
kind: Heaven that had put a top to may Jo your: 
ney. It Noul have vex'd me that a 
of whom I had ſo noble an Idea, foul 
have facrificd her Honour to the Vani 
being Miſtreſs to'a Monarch, who 8 | 


very . 


L 256 ] 


very worthy of the Rank he bore) was no 
ways accompliſÞd for.a Lover ; but that a 
Man, of Jo mean Pitts as Maxrique ſhould 
have won her Love, put me-to a Noz 
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ing from it, to which the Vexation my Sick- 
_ neſs and bad Succeſs gave me, did not a lit- 
tle invite me. One | 


While T was mediating on it, and taking 
(®) 


a Walk, preſcrib'd me for the Recovery of 


my Strength, Tmet a Man who having per- 
cetv'd me, was retiring : - But his Habit 
agreeing with my Thoughts, I had a Deſire 
to converſe with him, and, 'won by my 

t} < 002 239% I ffandes, 
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inſtances, tarry*d with me. We at firſt di- 
{cours$d, on indifferent _ abate I 
ask2d;him, Whether he was not an; Hermit; 
and how he reliſd-a ſolitary. Life ? ,, He an-- 
ſwer'd, That he knew. not whether-he ought 
to aſſume the Holy Name of. Herr, thot 
| he-had liv'd retir'd ;for above- Twelye. OFz 
Thirteen. Years ; fince hemuſt own./it:to his- 
Shame, That he had {till been top, much abs. 
ſeed with the Things of this World, and 


ay then aQtually erdeavouring to returnanto” 


; being perſuaded that for a true Retreat, 


þ a OE Call was neceflary than,any he had 


| yet had. I askd him, If the fair Sex had 
not ſome Share ih the Motives. that had led 
him co what he had done? To which he 
| anſwer'd with a Sigh, That they were the 
only Cauſe of his 'Misfortunes._ I told himy 
That, for my part, . they. had b perplex'd 
| me, that I was inclind to do as he had done; 
| Then, ſaid he, 1 would adviſe you'to go abour 
it with. more C onſideration than I did; elſe, it 
| will be dijficult for you to be more reſolute than 
»my ſelf. I thereupon deſir'd him to give me 
an Account of Iis Adventures,. which he 


wh. 3, YP Y V ww TOs or OD = 


ſeenyd unwilling to do, | bur at laſt my Ens 
treaties prevaild, and he made me ts fol 
lowing Relation © of tus Life; 


a &« 7] 


'ſhar'd in his Profperity, had I not had 
* nearer Friends than he, who engag'd me 


"neſs for me no longer than till ſhe could 
fix on one, - who might ſatisfie her Pride. 
- She had been plac'd with the' Ducheſs of 


was born of -an Tlluſtrious Family, - "but 
- much inferior to' mine*; and tot my 
Eſtate was but ſmall,” her' Fortune was 
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« 1 was hint in Pirtagal ard tho” my 
Habit and Looks may not, me a fſpeak- 


me ſuch, T can affure you, That I am 


near refated to King Del John, who has 


theſe Thirteen Years ſince found the means 
to-aſcend on his Anceſtors Throne. I was 
bred up with him, while he was yer bur 
Duke of Brazanca, and ſhould | have 


in the contrary Party. ; or rather Had not 
Love turn'd my Brain. 
« Never was any one, -at-once, ſo charin« 
ing and ſo perfidious,- as the Perſon Fadors 
ed. She was much about my Age, but of 
an unfatisfied Ambition ;- and had a'Kind- 


Mazt#a, then Vice-Queen of 'Poriupal ; 


not anſwerableto it. 1 was poſſeſsd with 
an 'unexpreſſible Paſſion, whic'ſhe did, 
or at leaſt pretended ro return; {and tho 
we did not at firfitalk of Marrytg, '(be- 
cauſe the Duke of Bragazca would never 
have ſuffer'd me to match my ſelf ſo much 


to my Diſadvantage) yet L __ to = 
w_ 
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& That T would never have any other Wo- 
* man to my Wife, and I liv'd in Hopes 
< of enjoying her, expeQing that Duke's 
* Reſtauration would ſo much better my 
* Condition, that I ſhould not need to mar- 
* ry for a'Portion. 

** The Conſpiracy, which plac'd him ow 
* his Throne; was then contriving. I was 
* one of the firſt that was entruſted with 
* that Secret, and-I was ſo ſtrangely be- 
« witclyd. to my Miſtreſs, that I could not 
* keep it from her. It was the higheſt:Im- 
* prudency. in me, ſince living with the 
* Vice-Queen, I had cauſe to fear ſhe would 
« diſcover it to her; but. that was not the 
* only Reaſon I had to complain of her In- 
« diſcretion. | 

* The Vice-Queen had one Yaſcoxcellos to 
© her Secretary, who, tho' a Portugueze by 
* Birth, was grown the Tyrant of his own 
** Country, through the Imperiouſneſs 
« wherewith he exercis'd the Power, which 
& the VicesQueen had Plac'd in him. - He 
« waspleasd tobe in Love with myMutreſs, 


£ but what you will perhaps wonder at 1s, 


* That ſhe hearken'd to, and encourag'd 
« his Addreſſes, ſo highly was ſhe charm'd 
« with"the Pafſion,of a Man, : who only 
«* manag'd all the Atfirs of the Kingdom. 


_* « She 
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© She at firſt doubted not but he meant 
* honourably ; but ſoon found his Deſign 
« -was but to rank her with the many Miles 
& his Fortune had procur'd hitn. = 
«< Her Vertue {eem?®d to be. too great to 
comply with ſuch Deſires, . as tended only 
F to her Diſhonour; and ſhe told me one 
* Day, That ſhe now hated Yaſconcellos as 
© much as ſhe had appear'd complaiſant to 
& him, while ſhe had Hopes of becoming 
* his Wife. His Wife! cry'd1, ina great 
« Surprize, How could you ever have ſuch 4 
* Thouzht? Why, reply*'d ſhe, © is it ot 4 
* flrong Enticement to be his Miſtreſs, who 
*' commands the whole Kjnzdem ? ' T-reproach'd 
< her for being guilty of that Baſeneſs ; and 
* ſhe ſaid, T muſt forgive her, ſince even 
© 1n that, to be in a Capacity of doing me 
* {ome good, -had been her chiefeſt Aim. 
'Fhis Complement appeas'd me , and I 
doubted not but that_ the Scorn ſhe ex- 
preſs'd for my unworthy: Rival was as 
{incere as it ought to be, after the Diſco- 
very ſhe had made of the -1njurious Opiny 
_ © on he had of:her. Yet I heard from fe- 
.verat Hands, that. it was affected, and 
* that ſhe. {till kindly entertain'd his Viſits 
and his Preſents: Indeed ſhe grew more 
© expenſive than uſually, and. having ask'd 
* her, How her Stock had increas'd, ſhgaſ- 
** fur*d me it was. out of the Yice-Queen's 
« Bounty. 
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Bounty. I was deaf to all the Proof® 
that were given me of the Reality of he" 
Intriegue with Yaſconcellos, and I per 
ſiſted in adoring her, with a Reſpect equal 
to my Love. "SS 

<* In the mean while the Conſpiracy broke 
out, as every one knows ; the Confpira- 
tors having made themſelves Maſters'of 
the City of Lisbon, {eiz'd the Vice-Queen 
and Archbiſhop 'of Braga. Vaſconcellos 


was ſtabb'd and thrown head-long out. of 


a Window, and the Duke of Braganca 
was Four Days after proclain'd King of 
Portugal, My Hatred to Vaſconcellos move 


ed me to aſſiſt thoſe-who were order'd to 


murther him ; we went up into his Cham- 
ber, where one of his Clerks having op- 


pos'd us, I kiled him . at one Blow, and 


was the firſt that entred. We could not 
find him, and while my Comrades were 
looking tor him, I eſpy'd a little Cloſer, 


* half apen, wherein were ſome Letters, 
which I took, and, unperceiv*d, diſpos'd 


into my Packets. At length, after much 


6 ſeeking, we heard he was hid in a Corner 


of the Room; we pulPFd him out thence, 
and knowing .me again, he conjur'd me, 
for my Miſtreſs's ſake, to fave his Life; 
aſſuring me, I ſhould oblige her highly 
in doing it, T thought he had loſt his 
Wits, to make me a Complement, he 
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muſt needs imagine, I would take as an 
Afﬀront, and was going to force a Decla- 
ration out of his own Mouth, to clear her 
Innocency. But IT had not that Leiſure, 
for he had ſcarce ſpoke to me when they 
threw him down into the Street. 

« The Tumulr being appeas'd, and the 
City quiet, my next Care was to read the 
Letters I had found. They were moſt 
ſubſcrib'd by my unfaithful Miſtreſs, and 


- bur too plain Arguments of her Infamy. 
Some of them contain'd an account of the 


Plot, and I bleſs'd my kind Stars, that had 
directed thoſe Letters to me, which were 
they fallen into other Hands would cer- 
tainly have proved my undoing.” I kept 
them, with a Deſign to confound her, by 
letting her know, I had thoſe convincing 
Froots of her Shame; but I knew not 
what was become of her, and thought 
ſhe might have been confin'd with the 
Vice-Queen: At laſt I heard, That be- 
ing a Portugueze, {ſhe was permitted to 
retire to One of her Relations. "The News . 


of Laſconcellos cruel Death put her into 


ſuch a Fury that ſhe exclaim'd againſt 
thoſe who had kilPd him, and againſt 
the new King, with ſuch Paſſion, that 
= was fſecur'd as a DilafteQed Per- 
ON. | So 


« I was 
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.< I was inform'd of all this, and certain- 
© ly none ought to have been more indiffer- 
* ent than my felf- or-that account: Yet F 
* will'd with earneſtneſs to fee her, that I 
* might tax her with her Baſeneſs and In- 
# gratitude,. I fancy'd the Hopes of being 
*-reveng'd were the only occaſion of thar 
« Pelire, and little confider'd, alas! that 
* my Love was the chief Motive, and 
« that I was only willing to reproach her, 
© becauſe I could not forget her. 

< 1 went to viſit her 1n her Priſon, and 
& ſhe ask'd me ſcornfully, Whether it was 
« by my Order that ſhe was us'd fo ill? I 
« anſwer'd, Had it been ſo, I ſhould bur 
« have diſcharg'd my Obligations to her, 
' ſince ſhe was guilty of a higher Crime to 
« me, than any the Government could 
&« charge her with; in faying which, I 
& produc'd the Letters I have ſpoke of, ask- - 
« 1ng her, If ſhe knew that Hand. She an- 
«* ſwer'd, without the leaſt Surprize, That 
& ſhe was not aſham'd to own them, ſince 
& whether I knew it or no, Vaſconecellos was 
& her Husband; and that ſhe would ac- 
* knowledge.none for her Friends orLovers, 
& but ſuch as would afſift her, in revenging 
* his Death. How great ſoever my Vexa- 
* tion might be, 'to hear her talk thus, I had 
& the Force to conceal it, and contimud 
& ſbewing her the Letters wherein ſhe: had 
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&« {o baſely betray'd the Secret I had reveal- 


ed to her. '.She told me, It was for my 
fake ſhe had done jt, and that fhe never 
would forgive the Secretary, who inſtead 
of making uſe of the Advices ſhe had gi- 


« ven him, rely*d upon the Duke de Olivares, 


whoſe temporizing had ruir'd the King 
of Spain's Intereſts. I interrupted” her, 
deſiring to know how that Diſcovery 
could be advantagious to me; to which 
ſhe reply'd, I muſt have bur very little 
Skill in Stare-Aﬀairs, not to fee that the 
Puke of Bragaxca's Elefion could never 
ſtand, becauſe of the Hiſcontent of 'the 
other*Princes of the Blood, who could 
not-expett fuch Gr atifications from him, 

as they might receive from the King of 
Spain, 

« Her Diſcour ” ſhould have mov*'d me 
with Indignation, ard I ought, above all, 

to have reſented her —_— my Rival: 

But even that help'd to juſtifie her; for F 
had rather hear ſhe had made a Match fo 
much beneath her ſelf, than ſuſpeCt her of 
being gwlty of a ſhameful Amour; and 
I found, that as {he {poke to me, my Heart 
willingly yielded to her' Arguments, and 
took her Part againſt my felt. -' 


«I carry'd on-my Blindneſs ſo far that T 


« found ſome Probability in what ſhe: ſaid; 
& von the ul 'Doizomn' whic y the: new Govern- 
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«© ment ſtood on, and grew inclinable to 2 


Revolt. But I did not: then Diſcover. it 


© to her, and continu'd that Converſation 


in the ſame Strain I had begun. But it is 


 impoffible for a Lover to conceal his Weak- 
.* nels, and, in ſpight of my Diſſimulation, 

©« ſhe percav'd the Effect of her deluding 
* Words. oe 


& T imagin'd the Sight, of her had occaſi- 


* on'd my Folly, but her Abſence could not 


hts of her Miſery 
and I Wer yl 


« not impoſſible for me'to'obtain her Liber- 
© ty. T ſued for it, repreſenting , That 
{ what ſhe had ſaid was ſpoke in a Heat: of 


Paſſion, which had put her beſides her 
ſelf, and that ſhe was now grown very 
penitent. My Requeſt was eaſily grant- 
ed, and it was not'thought dangerous to 


& releaſe a Maid, too weak to att what her 


44 Paſſion Or Grief might prompt her to. ; 


Cc 


" 


© No better Token can be given of the 
Strength of my blinded Love, than the 
Tranſport I was in. I ran to the Priſon, 
and having kindly, reproach'd her, rol 
her,” That the better. to let him know 
what a Lover ſhe had been ungrateful to, 
I was comieto acquaint her, 'That through 
my means ſhe was free.” She'was leſs care- 
ful to thank me, than to repeat what ſhe 


& had already ſaid about the preſent Govern- 


- | 


= 
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© ment, and to perſuade me, That my For- 
& tune had been more ſplendid, had Portu- 
*-gairemain'd under the Spaniſh Dominion. 
< Neither would I then let her know how 
<'far her Arguments prevaiPd with me; 
#*: but havingtaken her out thence, carry'd 
< herto'that Relation, at whoſe Houſe ſhe 
& had been arreſted. we 

:<, T- viſited her often, and perſiſted 1n lov- 
& ing her with as much Zeal, as if I never 
&. had had any octaſion to complain of her. 
&. Sheſeem'd alſo to®have forgot her. former 


*;Eover, and I dar'd not make too ſtrict an 


6. Enquiry into the Nature of the Engage- 
& ment ſhe had had with him, left I ſhould 
*.thence havea Reaſon to hate her, 1 was 
< .reſolv'd to adore. Another would :not 
<; make fo _open'a. Confeſſion, but I freely 
-owm1t to you, who ſeem not. to be.un- 


. © She had not been long out of her Con- 
6 finement, | when 1 perceiwd the Duke of 
& Cayzinha, whoſe Name I ſhall not con- 
® ceal,. ſince his Misfortune 1s ſo publickly 
& known, vilited her. afſiduouſly enough, 
© to tnake me-fear. him as a.Rival. The 
© Marqueſs de Hills: Rea!, Father to that 
* Duke, was nearly related to me,” as we 


«. 


* wereall Three to the new King, 


6 Jdid 


acquainted with the Inchanting Power of ' 
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& ] did not at firſt expreſs my Jealouſie 
to my Miſtreſs, but his Viſits became ſo 
frequent, and they took ſuch care to be in 
Private, that I could no longer be ſilent, 
She anſwer*d me, That by diſcloſing a. Se- 
cret tome, ſhe would diſcharge the Obli= 
gation ſhe ow*'d me, for that I had fogs 
merly difcover'd to her; adding, Shedid 
not do it fo much to ſatisfie my Jealouſie, 
as to inſpire me with Thoughts worthy of 
my Birth, and to let me have a Share ig 
a glorious Deſign then on foot, which. 
concern?d me as much as any one. Them 
ſhetold me, The Duke of Camizha courts 
ed her, -and that ſhe had found in him the 
Noble Sentiments ſhe had in vain expected 
from me. 1» a Word, continu'd ſhe, he 
does not, like you, Po tamely while Don Joha 
enjoys a Crown he has zo better Title to:thaxm 
any of you, and we ſhall ſhortly behold our 
Country under the Dominion of its lawful 


Sovereign, Having ſpoke theſe Words, 


ſhe inform'd me of a Conſpiracy, which 
was then contriving, to aſſaſſinate Dom 
John and his Queen, and re-eſtabliſh the 
Spaniſh Government. That the Archbi- 


ſhop of 'Braga was the Head"of it, and 


the Marquis of Villa Res/, the Duke of 
Caminha, with ſeyeral other Perſons of 
the Firſt Quality, his Complices; adding, 


— 
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«< T might, if I pleagd, be admitted into 
Society. | 

©] ask*d her, Whether ſhe had been or- 
« der'd to tell me of it ? She ſaid, No; 
* but that ſhe lov'd me well enough to wiſh 
'& I ſhould not be the only one of all my Fa- 
« mily, who had no Hand in {o Noble and 
& Heroick an Enterprize. Then I deſird 
E her nat to let them know ſhe had ; fay- 
<'ing, It was not that I refusd being con- 
&'cern'd, but reſented their having done it 
 < without my Knowledge. - $he reply*d, 
& Tt was not too late, and that ſhe would 
*c perſuade the Duke of Caminha to diſcover 
& 1t tO me. 

« Being return'd home, I conſider'd what 
&-T had beſt do. My Love would ſqon have 
& determin'd it, had not the Duke of Ca- 
& 27inha's prevented it; for the manner 
© wherein ihe had acquainted me with his 
«© Paſſion, made me apprehenſive, lelit if 
&« the Deſign ſucceeded, ſhe would have pre- 
« ferr'd him before me, and IT ſhould thus 
& have contributed to my own Unhappi- 

< But TI perplex*d my ſelf to no purpoſe; 
« for Two Days after we had this Diſcourſe, 
« the Plot was diſcover'd by the Archbi- 
«& ſhop's unadvis'dneſs, who was fo ralh as 
& to ſenda Pacquet to Spair, wherein was 2 
oa oh a Le an 6 
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« very particular Account of: it, and a. Lift 
« of the Confpirators. "They were all ar- 
* reſted, and my Name not being metiti- 
* old, I was lcftat Liberty, tho? the near 
©: Relation T had'to the Marquis de Villa Rea? 
<* and the Inſtances I had made to procure 
* my Miſtreſss/Liberty, gave Grounds tor 
« Suſpicion. She was 1eiz'd with the reſt, 
« and the Accufations againſt her were ſo 
* weighty. and evident, [that:ſhe was. con- 
* demn'd to loſe her Life;- but 'the Queen, 
* our of a particular Favour, .chang'd the 
< Puniſhment ſhe was lyable to, into a per- 
*« petual Impriſonment, . "The Marquis: of 
* Villa Real, and Duke of Canzinha were be- 
< headed, and the Archbiſhop'of Brage di- 
* ed for Grief 1n his Priſon ; the reſt'of-the 
«* Accomplices ſuffter'd, and thus the whole 
« Deſign was fruſtrated. __ _ s 

_ © Altho? T was not in Cuſtody, I-ſ6on 
« ſaw that T was ſtriatly obſerv*d, and fear- 
< ing to, be ſegur'd, reſoly'd to abſentamy 
<« {elt. Here :you will have an Inſtance. of 
«< my. Weakneſs, and of my falſe Miſtreſs's 
<* . Perfidiouſneſs. - I had not.che Courige to 
<, keave my Native Country, before 1 ha@ 
< usd my Endeavours to deliver her out of 
& her Confinement,: tho? the Favours ſhe ha 
«-granted to Yaſcorcellos, and her later En- 
*; pagement. with 'the , Duke: of - Caminha 
« .hught to have:procur'd:her my Scorn and 
-mg3t « Hatred. 
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« Hatred. ButT thought by fo convincing 
; © a Proof of my Aﬀettion, to have oblig'd 
_ E  herto return-it ; and beſides, my Paſſion 
<, was indeed. fo'ftrong that I expeted no 
< Happineſs out of her "Company ; and 
<.. therefore took more care to find out means 
* of favouring her eſcape thanto ſecure mys 
< gown. © oo Fo, I  <; | 
'< It was ina Conventithat> ſhe was kept 
& Priſoner ; ' and I caus dia Note to be deli: 
«< ver'd to her; wherein T gave her notice, 
_ < Thatatacertain Time it ſhould be fer-on 
< Fire, in the Corner-next'to her Chamber, 
& and that ſhei might, during the Buſtle, 
© come to a Wall 1 deſcrib'd; on the other 
& fideof which I ſhouldbe with a Ladder, 
4 ready to throw'it over when ſhe ſhould 
« T was as good.as my Word, and my 
E-Projet —_ put in Execution, I 
& cameto the Place appointed, ' where hav- 
<-ing tarry'd ſome Time, Igot up, and ſaw 
& no Body on the'other Side; "however, I 
& ſaid there till: the Fire was over, when I 
©; went away heartily vex*d 'at my ill Suc- 
© ceſs. But my Grief had-been much great- 
© er, had Tknown- how F-xwas preveated. 
s../The Ungratefub Lady, for whoſe ſake I 
© had ventur'd'on this'deſperate Attempt, 
<.. had no ſooner receiv*d my Norte, : but ſhe 


« ſent it to the-Queen;" thinking by- that 


& {cem-+ 


cc 
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© ſeeming Generoſity to have-gain'd th 


Convent was on Fire,ſhe ſent ſome G1 
on purpoſe, avoided me, for beſides 1 
"leſt'my-Death, joyn'd to that of all 
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Queen's Eſteem,” and the eafier 'practuird 
her own Liberty. The Queen gave little, 
Heed to it, but, upon/ Advice that” the, 


« | 


to ſecure me. He whocormandedtt 


he had a great Kindneſs for me;" fie fear'd 


mM 
Kindred, ſhould have occaſion? dmew I Þ 
contents, ' and confidering "the 'Governe 
ment was not yet welFeft Bl"? Foy 
he ought, for that Time t6'wavehis Obes 
dience ,/ 'ſince he 'might thereby 'at once 
oblige his Friend, and ſerve his Prince 
at, oe... | Dre. 
« The-next Morning he ſent me an Ac- 
count of what had/happen'd, and that. alj 
the Reward which my Miſtreſs had gain- 
ed was, that the Queen had permitted 
hero rake a Nun's Habit, if he had an 


- 
© 4&5 


Inelination that way. Her Freachery 


ſorely afflited me, and T was at laſt con- 
vine'd of my Folly, -in being thus obſti- 
nately bent to love'a Woman fo unworthy 


"of myKindneb.. -' 


©. In the mean while the aforeſaid. Note 
was a Preſumptionftrong enough to Teri 


der me guilty; Feral concurring Cir- 


cumſtances were brought in, to'prove me 
a "Tetiytor,- and" upon the whole 'T was 
fol & Out- 
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«& Outlaw'd, and my Eſtate Confiſcated. T 
_ < have capes believ'd, that they were not 

a, deſirous of having me apprehended ;. for 
® had any Search been made, I ſhould foon 
& have been found out ; but it is very likely; 
4 that:my Abſence was rather wiſh'd for 
< than my. Death. . / 


©] was fo depreſs'd with Grief, that I 


a took no care to f{eck, for a Refuge;. and 
oy hearing my Miſtreſs had accepted the 
« Queen's Favour,' and. taken the Veil, I 
| Noni her. I have ſince endea- 
& your'd to enter into {ſeveral Monaſteries, 
& under a fictitious Name, 'but none would 
<« receive me. I was at Rome and at Paris; 
& (whereF continu'd ſome Time). with the 
«& fame Deſign, but, ſeeing I could. not ſuc- 
o ceed, 1 ah came hither, where, I have 
& fed this Life above theſe Six Years: 


The Portugueze having ended his Story; 1 
made hiryſome ObjeQions, which I had for- 


bore for fear of Interrupting him, for, in- 


deed, , I could ſcarce believe what he ſaid; 
andconcluded, 'That if it was true, he muſt 
certainly have be&n mad. Heanſwer'd them; 
And IL had the Comfort to meet with-a Man 
whole Follies exceeded mine. I afterwards 
law him. very often, and underſtood, Fhar 
wearied with his Condizion, he was ſolicits 
ing for a Pardon, and to be once ww po 
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{e{s*d of his Eſtate; but that he was afraid 
one thing would hinder it, which was, "Fhat 
having not' been heard of ,. fince his leav- 
ing Portupal:gvery one there. thoughtthim 
dead, andis Sufferings having made a great 
Alteration-in him, he might be taken for an 
Impoſtor/ 'ButT endeavour?d to rid him of 
that Scruple,- and to 'incqurage him in/ his 
Deſign. * | a 
 T was much more ſenſible in his Company 
than alone; for then reflecting on my for- 
mer Adventures, I thought my Mistortunes 
at leaſt equal to his. What he would have 
made me fear,that tho* Thad Courage enough 
to renounce the World, I {hould ſoon be 
tird with that Station, had but a ſmall In- 
fluence over me; and TI doubted not but being 
once enzag'd into the Auſterities of a Mo- 
nachal Life, I ſhould have Reſolution enough 
to go through them ; {o great 1s the Pre- 
ſumption of vain, 1gnorant Men, who rely 
on their own Strength, for what they can ex- 
pect, but from God's eipecial Mercy. With 
the like Arrogance did I fancy my Conſtancy 
could be greater than that of the Portugueze, 
whoſe Irreſolution IT pity'd. But indeed my 
Hour was not yet come; and the Defire I 
had of a Retreat, was only grounded on La- 
zineſsand Diſcouragement, the natural Con- 
ſequences of a tireſome unfortunate ' and 
unquiet Life z which, no douvt, was the 

p 1 Reaſon 


[ 274 ] 


Reaſon. why F was not more ſtedfaſt in my. 
Purpoſes. - God grant, I may now with more 
Firmneſs effect, in my latter:Age, what L 
hadireſolv'd on- in my blooming Years.] 'The 
Truthis, I would have built a Houſe before 
T had laid any Foundation ; for without any 
Knowledge of the chief Points of my Rehli- 
g10n;::or the foregoing Practice of- a vertus-; 
ous Life, I would on a ſuddain have turd 
Saint ; and being wholly taken up with this 
Deſign, I took my Leave of the Hermit, and 
took Poſt for Parts ; deſiring, before T en-; 
tred into a Religious State, to conſult my. 
Carrelite, or rather that ſhe ſhould applaud 
my Intentions, which my Vanity made me 
conceive as very Praiſe-worthy. 
| That generous Maid, who: was well ac- 
quainted with the Life I deſign'd to 1mbrace, 
advis'd me not to enter too {lightly into it ; 
but before I did, 'to ſubmit, for ſome Time, 
to the Directions of a Holy Father, who 
might judge better than my ſelf, whether I 
was really fit for it. T was fright ned with 
the long Preparations which {he, told me, 
were neceſſary, before I openly declar'd my 
Intentions, and loath to defer fo long the 
Pleaſure my Vanity expected, from hearing 
every one commend my Heroick Courage, 
in depriving my ſelf, at that Age, of the 
Pleaſures of this Life. "Tho? I was aſham'd 
t own my Thoughts, ihe eaſily perceiv*d 
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T was not ſuch as God requires for is more: 
immediate Service; and told me plainly, 
That I muſt not think of it, unleis IT had 
Reſolution enough to retire into ſore private 
Place, and ſpend half a Year at leait in the 
moſt ſevere Aufterities and fincere Repen- 
tance. | | 
It was one of the moſt prudent Actions 
that ever I did, to conſult a Woman of fo 
piercing and ſound a Judgment ; for how 
many would there have been, who inſtead 
of duly weighing all theſe Conſiderations, 

would rather have hurry*d me into what 
they would have fancy'd a glorious Enter- 
prize; and thus my unlitediaftnels would 
have expos'd me to Derifion. But ſeeing I 
could not {ſubmit to thoſe Examinations , 
which ſhe thought abſolutely neceſlary, fhe 
told me, I mult look upon this Maggot but 
as a Temptation of my Lazineſs and Idle- 
neſs; that 1t was not what God requir*d of 
me, only ſhe wifiyd I would take more Care 
of my Conſcience, conſider what I was born 
to, and, by fixing in the Army, put an 
End to my Kmght - Errant's Adventures. 
She added, T had a fair Opportunity to lead 
a vertuous Life, in that having been ſome 
Time from Paris, and being thus growa out 
of People's Knowledge, I might eafily for- 
lake my As” Acquaintance, and Dy 
2 C- 
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beginning well, avoid the Cenfſure of a ſud- 

dain and unexpected Change. | 
But being, by her Advice, entred into a 
Religious Houſe for a tew Days, that I might 
the more undiſturb'd employ my felf in re- 
penting me of my former Errors, and in an 
unfeign'd Devotion, 1 found in their Library 
a Volume of Abazllara's Letters. ' I had the - 
Curioſity to read it, having ſeen ſome of 
them in $pazz ; for tho' Thad m that manner 
been toſs'd from Place to Place, and wholly 
buſied in an Attive Life, yet I had not for- 
got my old Acquaintance with the Mules. I 
tound,in reading them,ſo great aReſemblance 
between Aloifia's Character and my Carme- 
ties, and his Paſſion and mine, that ' it 
kindled afreſh, and I lov'd my Nun with 

more fervency than I had ever done. 
| T had but a Glimpſe of her Face ſince my 
Return from Sparz, and ihe had then appear'd 
{o handſom, that the Idea of her Beauty, 
inflantd my Defires, which were more ftrong 
than 1n the greateſt Heat of our former En- 
gagement.] dwelt wholly on theſe "I hnughts, 
and my only Pleaſure was, to view my Heart 
in the Defcription Abaillard made of his own. 
I imagurd the 11] ſucceſs of all my former 
Amogy's, was a Judgment oa me, for leav- 
ing the only Perion I had ever really lov'd, 
I often reflected that ſhe was my Wite, _ 
tart 


— 
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that all the Law'in the World freed her from 
an Obligation ſhe'could not lawfully have ta- 
ken upon her ſelf, #7 | 
- Thus wasT taken up with theſe frivolous 

Thoughts; and certainly never was a Paſſion 
at once more violent andunhappy than mine, 
for tho? T were marry'd to her, yet I judged 
it impoſſible to perſuade her to leave the 
Nunnery ; and the leſs was my Hope, the 
greater was my Misfortune. : 

How often did I repent me'of my Com- 
plaiſance, in ſuffering her to take that Habit ! 
and curs'd the unfortunate Minute of our 
Parting. T doubted not 'but my former 
Flames were never well extinguithd, 'and 
that the Kindneſs I had for: ſeveral others, 
had never reach'd my Heart. But now Love 
diſplay*d its whole Force in me, and had F 
a thouſand Lives, I would have given them 
all to be in the ſame ftate with her as former- 
ly, when her Vertue was all the Oppoſition 
I met with. | 

It's Violence robb*d me of Faſe and Reft. 
I ſpenr whole Nights in writing Letters-to 
her, which I burnt in the Morning ; not 
daring to acquaint her with my Sentiments. 
However, TI at laſt refolv*d to tell her of my 
Sufferings, and made her a Viſit with that 
Deſign. Oh! how the charming Accent of 
her Voice raviſhd my Soul! My Tranſport 
was fo great it took away my Speech ; when 


Per- 
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reeiving my Diſorder, ſhe ask*d:me, What: 
F ail'd ? I fell upon my Knees and conjur'd - 
her to hear, and not to hate me. Then I 
diſclos'd the Fierceneſs of my raging Love, 
begging ſhe would at leaft afford her Piry. 
She yielded her Attention, and only inter- 
rupted me with Sighs. Altho? I could not 
ſee her, yet I heard her Weep. Ah! cry'd TI 
then, May I hope youre mov'd with my Suffer- 
zzgs? She could not curb her Tears impe- 
tuous Stream, and was ſome Time without 
replying to me ; _ but at laft did thus expreſs 
her felf. I muſt confeſs, with Shame, That I 
an mouvd, and give too much Way to the 
pleaſing News, That you can love me ſtill; "tis 
true that ſince the Moment I have known you, 
my Thoughts of you have ever been the ſame ; 
ot Abſence nor my Vows could ©re deſtroy, mor - 
Time Deface that Charming, Dear Idea ; with 
| Fealoaſie and Grief 1 have ſeen you engag'd to 

other Women, . and ao ſtill doat on you with the 
Tenderaeſs I ever did. She ſtopp'd, and I 
was ſeiz'd with unſpeakable Raptures, but 
the dreadful "Thought of the Condition ſhe 
was in, and the invincible Impediments 
which oppos'd my Bliſs, ſoon dampt my 
forward Joy. ,.. 4h then, ſaid I, ſince we 
ere lov'd each other, why did we thus deprive us 
of thoſe Sweets we might together have enjoy ! 
What i there then uo Hope? Oh! were you 
half as willing as my ſelf, there are no 1 yes 
which can keep as aſunaer. There 


. There ſheſtopp'd my Diſcourſe, begging 
me not. to-entertain theſe idle Thoughts, bur 
to ſacrifice tothe Almighty, as ſhe had done 
a Paſſion contrary to his Commands; ſhe 
told me too, She found her Death drew near, 
and by: a ſecret Warning, . was admoni{h'd 
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_ My Sadneſs at theſe Words was ſuch, , as 
I cannot expreſs, and I defir'd her to inter- 
ceed with Heaven, That ſince we might not 
| live together, .I ſhould at leaſt dye ſoon after 
her. This Converſation laſted fome Hours, 
and was the laſt Thad with her; for tho? in 
aſeeming good Health, ſhe had no ſooner 
left-me, . but was taken with a violent Fe- 
ver, and a ſhort while after departed this 
Life: Tendeavourd allI could to viſit her once 
more, and often entreated a Nun the lovd 
to ſpeak to her for me ; but my Carmelite 
pray*d her, | to ſufer her to forget me, and 
all the World, that ſhe might think of God 
alone. Then ſhe defir'd her to aſſure me, 
That ſhe dy*d with the fame AﬀeCtion for 
me ſhe ever had; and never mentior'd me 
any more, only ſometimes reflecting on the 
Gifts of Divine Providence to her, ſhe im- 
plor?d Heaven to be as merciful tome; and 
I doubt'not but it 1s to her Prayers I ſtand 
indebted for having liv'd to an Age, when 
I may refleX on my former Wandrings. 


I ſhall 


Fa] 


. | ſhall undertake to deſcribe my AMiftion, 
The Reader may well imagine it was not 
fmall, for ſhe dy'd when ny lovewas raig'd 


tO it 'Shigheſt Piten””** © \ 

'T reſolv*d to follow the good Counſels ſhe 
had given me; and at once inform'd my 
Brother with my Return, and deſign to lead 
a better Life. I was filPd with the beſt De- 
fires in the World; bur the ſequel of my Hi- 
ſtory will ſhew, that I kept not my Refolu- 
tions, and will afford as odd Adventures as 
thoſe I have already related ; which will, I 
believe, be read with a greater Pleaſure, ſince 

T ſhall have occaſion to give an account: of 
the moſt remarkable Tranſattions during 


thoſe Times, wherein my ſelf was often 
concer'd. | 


